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About the Title 


URING THESE TIMES, when people desire to know every- 
D thing about Islam and Muslims, and many already know 

4 lot, cither through the news, electronic media, books or 
what have you, my asking the question “Would you like to know 
something about Islam” may offend some. One may feel either that 
am ignorant of the fact thar people already know so much about Islam 
‘or that I truly believe the majority is uninformed or misinformed 
about it, 

By this tide, [ am acewally asking, “Would you like to know some- 
thing reaf about Islam?” Ir is my understanding thar most people do 
not know anything rea! about Islam. If my understanding is correct, 
how can I ask people to know ‘everything’ about the rev/ Islam, when, 
as per my understanding, they do not know ‘anything’ about i 

Islam is an ocean of knowledge: no matter how much is extracted 
from it, x lot more is still there to be explored. Thus, at this pre- 
liminary stage, I can only ask the reader so know ‘something’ about 
Islam. Rest assured, you will realize by the time you finish reading. 
this book thar even this ‘something’ is “4 lor with which to begin, 
Moreover, readers will come to acknowledge that their prior under- 
standing of Islam was incomplete or incorrect had they not learned 
something ret! about Islam, 

Among other things, the title of this book also reflects my sincere 
Intent to invite you to study Islam, rather than to impose on you its 
beliefs. 
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Since new and controversial issues are emerging almost daily, the 
sooner we find solutions to current problems, the faster we will achieve 
worldwide stability, global peace, and security. Certainly, time is of 
the essence. Wasting time in fruitless efforts will only widen the gap 
and create more division among the world’s communities. A proper 
understanding of Islam, among other things, is the essential ingredient 
thar will pur us many steps forward in achieving the desired goals. 
‘Thus, ‘the time is ripe’ to understand Islam now. 

Humbly, I hope to enable you to have a better understanding of 

Islam and, as a result, its followers. 

nb ae Keet 
In support of my argument that the majority of people are 
uninformed about Islam, the following is the conclusion of surveys 
undertaken by the Pew Research Center over the course of nine yeuts: 


As in previous Pew Research surveys, most Americans say they 
know little about the Muslim religion. Currently, 55% say they do 
not know very much (30%) oF know nothing at all (25%) about 
the Muslim religion and its practices: 35% say they know some 
abour the religion while just 9% say they know a great deal. These 
numbers sre largely unchanged from 2007. 


How Much De You Know about Muslim Religion? 
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Foreword 


‘T BETWEEN 1.5 AND 1.8 BILLION adherents, Islam is the 

second largest religion in the world and the fastest growing 

religion in both Europe and North America. Current 
estimates indicate that 02% of the population of Canada is Muslim 
and that 01-03% of the population of the United States is Muslim. 
The percentage of Muslims in the population is even greater for many 
European countries. For example, Albania’s population is 70% Muslim, 
Austria 04%, Bosnia and Herzegovina 40%, Bulgaria 12%, Cyprus 
18%, Denmark 02%, France 05-10%, Georgia 10%, Germany 04%, 
Greece 10%, Liechtenstein 05%, Macedonia 17%, Netherlands 06%, 
Russia 10-15%, Switzerland 04%, and the United Kingdom 03%. 

Despite the impressive numbers cited above, non-Muslims: in 
Europe and North America frequently have very little knowledge 
about Islam. Far more disturbing, however, is the fact thar what these 
non-Muslims think they know about 1 frequently nothing 
more than distortion or complete fabrication. The following examples 
should serve to illustrate this point. 

In the months and years post September 11, 2001, numerous mass 
distributed e-mails have claimed that Qur'an 9:11—note that it is 
9:11 —talks abour the destruction of tall buildings and the subsequent 
wrath of the eagle. Those e-mails go to great length to equate 9:11 
with September 11 and the cagle with the United States. There's just 
wrong with this e-mail, Le, Qur'an 9:11 mentions neither 
gs nor an eagle, In fact, the alleged verse can be found 
the Qur'an. The entire e-mail is a complete fabrication. 

Another mass distributed e-mail claimed thar while the Bible 
frequently refers to God as love, nowhere in the Qur'an is Allah % 
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described as love. In reality, one of the 99 names or attributes of 
Allah 4 char is mentioned in the Qur'an is Al-Wadud, which means 
“The Loving,” This e-mail’s claim was once again a complete prevari- 
cation, one with the apparent aim of seeking to mislead non-Muslims 
into believing that Allah 4 is somehow other than God. 

Asa third example, consider statements made by Par Robertson 
fon the 700 Club in the first third of 2011, According to Rev. 
Robertson, Auli! meat (i.c., meat slaughtered according to Islamic 
rules and regulations, which stipulate thar Allah's 4€ name be said 
over the animal, that the animal's throat be slit, and that the animal 
be bled our) supports terrorism. In making his totally fictitious argu- 
ment, Rev. Robertson went so far as co claim that halal slaughtering 
was nothing like kosher slaughtering and that Aaldl slaughtering 
houses are where Muslims take their cows, sheep, and pigs to be 
slaughtered for meat, In point of fact, Aula! slaughtering is almost 
identical co kosher slaughtering. Further, Muslims, like Orthodox 
Jews, are prohibited from eating pork and do not raise pigs: there is 
no such thing as helif pork! How an ordained minister could be so 
far off from the truth when it comes to a religion other than his is 
bewildering to say the least, 

‘The above examples illustrate the truth of Mark Twain's famous 
maxim: “Ie ain't what you don’t know that gets you into trouble. It's 


whar you know for sure that just ain't so,” 

In the prevent book, Mohammad Masood Ahmed confronts “what 
you know for sure that just ain’t so” about Islam, and he fills in the 
gaps in “what you don’t know" about Islam. His book is far more than 
merely a brief introduction co Islam: it is a massive work from a devout, 
lifelong Muslim. It is a book chat is written with a deep and abiding 
Jove for Islam. May Allah && reward him for his ime and effort. 


Jerald F. Dirks, M.Div., Psy.D. 
Ramadhan, 2011 


Introduction 


N THIS DAY AND AGE when information about practically 

everything is readily accessible, for one to nor have the real 

knowledge of Islam is a deficiency. Islam has existed for 
more than 14 centuries, and it is the religion of about 1.6 billion 
people, making every fourth citizen of the world a Muslim. Therefore, 
to be well informed, one must know at least something about Islam, 

Additionally, many recent events have created the need to acquire 
knowledge of Islam and to understand and analyze its philosophy. A 
proper understanding of Islam will help co formulate responses for 
future scenarios, both domestically and internationally, 

Such events have also brought about many conflicting opinions 
about Islam and Muslims, Some people think that Islam is directly 
responsible for those events, while others blame Muslims. Morcaver, 
there are other varying and incorrect opinions. In my view, these 
assumptions are based on incomplete information and knowledge, 
and it is unjust to formulate an opinion about Islam without having 
sufficient knowledge of it. 

One of the major events of our time was the tragedy of September 
11, 2001—a display of the worst form of human nature, out of 
which evolved the great nced to understand Islam and its principles 
more than ever before. 

‘The incident of 9/11 is the single most horrific tragedy in modern 
history, and it has brought about unprecedented changes in thoughts 
and attitudes, in policy-making and its implementation, in achieving 


global security, and in countering the threat to international peace. 
Many people, especially in the West, were first introduced to such 
terms as Islam, Muslims, Qur'an, jihad, fundamentalism, terrorism, 
and suicide bombing as a result of 9/11. Those who already knew 
about Islam and Muslims became confused because of the new and 
distorted interpretations attached to these terms. The emergence of 
this entirely new and changed environment made almost everyone at 
least somewhat angry, but mostly there was insecurity on both sides 
of the aisle, As a result, for some time, peace has been disturbed 
throughout the world. 

As the clouds of smoke drifted away and the shock waves began 
to fade, and as people struggled to return to normalcy—though it 
would never be the same because of the long-lasting memories of thar 
event—the need to understand the true message of Islam and the 
behavior and beliefs of Muslims became widespread. This demand 
could not be overlooked, and bridging the gap between Muslims and 
non-Muslims became vital. 

Many people became interested in learning about Islam and 
Muslims, either our of curiasity, a genuine desire to learn the truth, 
or the wish to expand their knowledge and information base, Thou= 
sands of articles and books were written, countless discussions took 
place, colleges began to offer courses on Islam, websites appeared, 
friends and foe alike became active in this process, and a completely 
new field became open for exploration and interrogation, 

For quite some time, I had thought about writing a book on 
Islam, but the events of 9/11 completely changed the direction of my 
thinking, and the task of writing such a book became difficult. Prior 
to that, | could choose any direction and style in which to present the 
message of Islam, but now I had to answer specific questions, clarify 
conceptions and misconceptions, address just and unjust objections, 
and present a clear picture of what Islam and Muslims are all aboue. I 
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decided to wait and see, and I hoped chat someone more educated, 
knowledgeable, and experienced might produce something better to 
meet this requirement of the time. 

Anyone writing about Islam can take one of two approaches to 
explain it and get it across. One approach is simply ro put down facts 
about Islam and Muslims and leave readers to understand it according 
to their own judgment. The second approach is nor only to give facts 
but to explain the true wisdom and philosophy behind Islamic teachings 
and practices. I have chosen the latter approach because I believe that 
people do not just wish ro be informed of such facts bur, at this point 
in time, want to know the inner meanings and purposes of Islam. 

‘There is no doubt that many informative books and articles have 
been published on different aspects of Ishim ever since the need 10 
learn about them became a necessity, but not one single book satisfied 
my desire for a simple and thorough presentation of Islam; the way of 
life of about one-fourth of the world’s population, Some books were 
written on specific topics and did not present a complete picture of 
Islam, while others were written exclusively for a highly educated 
audience and were quite useless to the general populace. Many ques- 
tions remained unanswered or were answered unsatisfactorily, The fact 
is that clouds of confusion continued to linger while seekers of truth 
and knowledge were still digging harder and deeper by themselves, 
without any proper direction or course of action, 

Finally, I took this task on my own shoulders and heartily embarked 
on this project t0 fulfill this great need and responsibility. 1 have to 
admit that Iam not an experienced writer, nor do | possess mastery 
over the English language, However, 1 am confident that, with my 
pure intentions, | can get the message across and produce a somewhat 
thorough book on Islam, in simple and easy-to-read English, which 
even a layman can understand. | hope that other more knowledgeable 


and experienced writers will follow my lead in producing similar 
literature to create a berrer understanding of Islam. 

| will uy to answer the questions raised, remove misunderstandings, 
clarify objections, and bridge the gap between Muslims and non- 
Muslims at every level of our society, in order to achieve increased 
understanding, peace, happiness and prosperity for all, I have 
included much more than simply those issues that people are asking 
about these days, hoping to present a complete and clear picture of 
Islam that will enhance their knowledge, Furthermore, my intention 
in writing this book is not in any way to convert anyone to Islam or 
to impose my feelings and/or beliefs. In this regard, Iam a firm 
believer in the freedom of religion and in people's right to choose. 

‘Thus, this book is simply a step towards achieving the purposes 
mentioned above. The purity of my intention and commitment in 
this book requires me to present Islam and its teachings ruthfully and 
as they are, plainly and simply, and to project them to the best of my 
knowledge, understanding, and belief, Therefore, in the beginning, 
the reader may not like some concepts and practices of Islam, while 
many other aspects may scem too good to be true, Certainly, in the 
end, a clear picture will come to light. For all errors and mistakes, 1 
seek forgiveness from my audience and from the Lord of us all, 

1 do not know how successfully 1 present Islam, but one thing is 
certain, ic., that I do not assign anyone to Hell or secure for anyone a 
place in Heaven, This is a matter of what people choose and what the 
Lord grants them. | kindly request the reader not to blame Islam if its 
qualities!teachings are not reflected in a Muslim whom they may 
have come to know. Islam invites all into its realm of peace but only 
obligates és followers to bring its teachings and commandments into 
practice, Its benefits and rewards—given here and in the Hereafter— 
are for those who believe in and practice it, and punishments are set 


aside only for those who deny truth after it has become clearly 
available to them. 

I did not gather and compile Islamic knowledge in any clever 
way, but only honestly conveyed Islam to give people a chance to 
know what they, perhaps. are missing from their lives. 1 did not 
reartange or manipulate Islam in any way to make it look any better; 
however, I did simplify it for better understanding. | did not hide any 
fact, because I firmly believe that truth cannot be hidden. | did not 
criticize anyone oF attack any-religion/ideology/system, but | simply 
explained clear facts about Islam. I did not have any hidden agenda or 
purpose thar may cause any harm co anyone, However, | have tied 
my best to get my point across, hoping thar the Almighty may accept 
itas a token of gratitude for the bounties He has bestowed upon me. 
Thope readers, roo, will benefit greatly from this book. 

Entering into the fold of Islam out of one’s own choice and 
knowing about Islam and the way of life it promotes and offers are 
two separate issues. Just knowing about Islam does not compel anyone 
to accept it and become a Muslim. If the advantages and benefits of 
acquiring knowledge of Islam are fully established, then one will not 
say “No” when asked, “Would you like to know something about 
Aslam?” 

Some unfamiliar terms and names are used throughout the book 
and may be confusing to the reader, As such, I list che most commonly 
used terms in the beginning in order that readers may become 
acquainted with them, and others are fisted ac the end of the book. 

It is to be noted at this point thar 1 am obligated co add proper 
salutations whenever | mention holy personalities. Since 1 cannot 
ignore these salutations and my non-Muslim readers are nor obligated 
to recite them, I have included chem in Arabic, in small calligraphic 
form. In doing so, | have fulfilled my religious dury of including these 
salutations, while enabling the reader to avoid them and ro continue 
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reading fluently. Since the salutations are not in English, they are easy 
to ignore. 

To prove my arguments and the deep wisdom of Islam that has 
brought positive changes to peoples’ lives, I have avoided stories and 
real-life examples to keep the book in its current size. Examples and 
true accounts do help in understanding the matter presented, bur 1 
am certain that a majority of readers will casily understand Islam and 
its deep philosophies as I have intelligibly put together. 

Finally, yet importantly, the reader will notice that I have not used 
any references in support of my arguments, nor have I criticized any 
literature on the subject of Islam or any other religion. 1 strongly 
believe thar common sense and absolute truths do not require any 
reference or support to establish their validity. ‘The truth speaks for 
iwelf and stands alone, Whenever I refer to the holy Que'an, sacred 
hadith, ot authentic sayings of Islam’s holy personalities and others, 
I have referenced them, Much of my knowledge comes from 
authentic Islamic literature in Urdu, most of which has not been 
translated into the English language. 

If you feel that you already have your reasons to know Islam and 
do not want to know my reasons for writing this book, you may 
choose to skip the next two sections, although I would prefer that you 
tead through them. Having said the above, I sincerely present 10 you 
the teachings of Islam as I understand them. I hope you enjoy every 
bit of this book, 


Selected Key Terms 


Allah wi se _ the proper and personal: name of the Almighty 
Lord, the Creator and the Master 

Deen — religion, the way of life prescribed by Allah 38 

Hadith (p|. Abadith )~ a saying of the holy Prophet Muhammad 8 

Halal — that which is permitted in Islam 

Haram ~ that which is prohibited in Islam 

Iblis ~ proper name of Shaytin (Satan), the devil; the open enemy of 
man as informed to us by Allah 35 

Iman — unshakeable faith: belief in the Oneness of Allah $§ and in 
Muhammad 8 as the Prophet of Allah 

Islam ~ lit. means “submission;” to surrender oneself to Allah 45 

Jihad ~ struggle in the way of Allah 4€ and for the sake of Allah 4 
alone 

Kufe ~ infidelity; heresy; Allah 3 abhors this 


Madinah al-Munawwarah — the second holiest city of Islam and the 
resting place of the Prophet Muhammad 2% 


Makkah — the holiest city of Islam located in present-day Saudi Arabia 


Masjid (p|. Masajid) — place of worship for Muslims; Allah's 38 house 


‘of man 


Mubammad Xe &B — the lase Messenger and Prophet of Allah 
3€ to humankind; the name Muhammad literally means, “One 
who is overwhelmingly praised” 
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Muslim — “one who submits his/her will co the will of Allah 45"; a 
follower of Islam 

Qur'an ~ the final book of divine guidance and direction for mankind 
revealed to Prophet Muhammad & by Allah 48; only the text in 
the Arabic language is the Qur'an, not its translation/interpretation 

Rub — soul; spirit; Allah's $% divine command, energy, power 

Sababa (pl, As-hab) ~ the boly and noble companions of the Prophet 
Muhammad && 

Sharia’ ~ \slamic jurisprudence; law 

Shirk — co associate partner(s) with Allah 3&; the most heinous sin 
and an unforgiveable sin in Islam 

Sunnah - cradition of the holy Prophet Muhammad && 

Tawhid ~ the Oneness of Allah 3% 

Ummab ~ believers of Islam; the worldwide community of Muslims 


as — A calligraphic style of “wbhanahw wata ala” meaning “Glorified 
and exaled is He;" to be written/recited only with Allah's $§ name 


a A calligraphic style of “allalahu alaihay wassalam” meaning 
“Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him;” to be written/recited 
only with the name of the Prophet Muhammad 8% 


SRE _ 1 calligraphic syle of “aleyhicnelém” meaning “Peace be 
upon him:* to be written/recited only with the names of holy 
prophets and angels 


7iHiic — A calligraphic style of “alayhas-salam” meaning “Peace be 
upon her:” to be written/recited with the names of holy female 
personalities in Islam 


eS — A calligraphic style of “radhi allohu anhe™ meaning "May 
Allah 48 be pleased with him”; ro be written/recited with the names 
of holy male personalities in Islam, who are not prophets 


Reasons for Writing 
This Book 


SUALLY WHEN PEOPLE SEE A BOOK ON RELIGION, they 
Sy, tend to think that it was written to attract people 
towards the religious philosophy/ideology discussed in 
it. In many cases, the author does hope to attract the audience to the 
philosophy being presented. 1, at the outset, clearly state that my 
intent in writing this book is explicitly not to convert anyone to 
Islam, If you are attracted to Islam, it may be because of the cruthful- 
ness of the facts presented here: hence, no special credit should go to 
me. However, if you are not, then it is your understanding of and 
decision about the same facts. Those who are curious to know why 1 
wrote this book should refer to the following reasons: 
I. To express gratitude by spreading the knowledge of Islam 
IL. To show my love for all people 
IIL. To clear up misconceptions and misunderstandings about Islam 
IV. To fulfill people's desire/need for Islamic knowledge 
V. To enhance the knowledge of Islam 
V1. To bridge the gap between Muslims and non-Muslims 


1. To express gratitude by spreading the knowledge of Islam 

L consider myself fortunate to have been born into a Muslim 
family and to have initially learned about Islam from the lap of my 
parents, and later from my grandparents and my surroundings. 1 did 
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not have to make any special effort to learn the religion and its 
teachings. Secondly, I am thankful to the Lord who brought me to 
‘America and the West, where I learned what I would probably never 
have had a chance to learn in my native country, Pakistan. 

I also consider myself a blessed Muslim who was granted, among 
other qualities, the ability to understand the inner wisdom of Islam 
and to be in the spiritual company of many saintly personalities. 
Therefore, 1 am hopeful of acquiring ultimate success for myself. 

IF L were just to say for all these blessings and bounties, "O Lord! 
1 am thankful for everything You have given me,” would it be 
sufficient thanks? 1 think not. To muly thank the Lord, 1 must first 
become a true Muslim as per the teachings of Islam and not a hypo 
crite. Secondly, | must convey the message of Islam two others. To 
fulfill this latter part of roy religious duty, I must provide information 
about Islam objectively and to the best of my knowledge and ability, 
and I must be an example of the best moral character, With this, my 
duty is fulfilled. What people choose thereafter ought to be based on 
their free will. Only the Lord shows guidance and enlightens hearts, 
bur because He always rewards peoples’ good intentions, | intend 10 
spread the knowledge of Islam. 


Il, To show my love for all people 

‘There are many types of relationships that exist amongst people: 
parent-child, hushand-wife, siblings, other relatives. friendships, 
calleagues and co-workers, employer and employee, tenant and land- 
lord, government and its people, ete, Among other things, we know 
thar if relationships are based on love, they become strong and ever- 
Lasting, Love brings progress, happiness, prosperity, and_ greatly 
improved fife for all, 

1 contend thar ir is possible wo love all; however, the kind of love 
varies in each case, When we truly love. most often we are loved in 
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return; thus, the reservoir of love never goes dry because it is contin- 
uously replenished. Therefore, it is nor difficult to have love for all. 

In this regard, simply repeating the words “I love you” is insuffl- 
cient. A solid proof of some experience or of a future expectation 
must accompany that claim of love. When you truly love someone, 
you not only say or wish it, but you are also willing to contribute what 
ever is necessary towards the success of thar person. You are ready to 
sacrifice your time, energy, wealth, and anything else that is needed. 

1 am not only thankful to the Lord for His bounties, as I 
mentioned earlier, I also have the love for the Lord in my heart. | like 
to thank, worship, and serve Him with that love. This relationship 
based on true love requires me to love His creations, (ie., it requires 
me to love my fellow human beings). It means that | must wish for 
their success and do everything possible for them to achieve it, 

I believe, success in the Hereafter, which 1 refer to as ‘ultimate 
success,’ is greater and more important than every other type of 
success. Therefore, 1 seck ‘ultimate success’ for everyone and take 
steps accordingly, showing thar [ truly love all people, 

‘There are many good-hearted people out there, and I cannot 
withhold the knowledge of Islam from them. I have nothing of this 
world to share with my fellow citizens, except for the true knowledge 
of Islam, which I share through this book. I hope this brings abun- 
dant benefits to the reader and ultimare success ¢o the fortunate ones, 
I wish everyone good luck! 


III. To clear up misconceptions and misunderstandings about Islam 

‘The third most importanc reason for writing this book is to clarify 
misconceptions and misunderstandings about Islam. 1 firmly believe 
thar Islam and its principles are based on divine truth and that it is 
the ultimae way of life through which people can acquire success in 
this world and in the Hereafter. It is incumbent upon me as a loyal 
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follower of Islam, like many other Muslims, to defend my religion. 
For whatever reason(s), many misconceptions and misunderstandings 
about Islam have emerged and are causing great harm everywhere. 
Since no man invented Islam, we cannot give credit to anyone for 
it. However, Prophet Muhammad ‘8 deserves much praise and credit 
for undergoing so much physical pain, for laboring so hard, with 
utmost sincerity, to preach the message revealed to him by Allah 4%, 
and for being the physical example for us of how to be a Muslim, 
through first applying that divine message in his own life. His life- 
Jong achievements and sincere dedication to save humanity from the 
torment of this world and of the Hereafter, and his overwhelming 
success in his prophetic obligation, mean that every misunderstanding 
and misconception about Islam deserves to be corrected and removed. 
‘This duty lies with every single follower of Islam, including myself, 
‘Thus, | try my best to fulfill this responsibility, so help me Lord. 


IV. To fulfill people's desire/need for Islamic knowledge 

As noted earlier, many people, cither out of curiosity, to increase 
their knowledge base, of because of a genuine desire to know the 
truth, have become interested in kearning about Islam, Therefore, it 
would be unfair to them if information about Islam was not readily 
available, Further, such information must be made available to them 
in a form chat satisfies their desire for complete and accurate Islamic 
knowledge. Ie must noe create more confusion, questions, or the need 
to search further for truth. Who else is more obligated to provide that 
information and knowledge than knowledgeable Muslims? 1 desired 
to have that privilege for myself 

In the past decades, many people have embraced Islam, and the 
number is continuously increasing, contributing to making Islam the 
fastest growing religion in the world, Among these converts to Islam, 
many studied Islam extensively to their full satisfaction before em- 
bracing i, but some, excited by a few good things, hurriedly embraced 
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Islam. This latter group now desires ro learn about Islam in detail, 
cither for their own sake, ro explain Islam co others, or perhaps 10 
justify making such an important decision. This is yer another purpose 
of the book. 

It has also come to my attention that some newcomers to Islam 
had sour experiences because they entered with inaccurate expect- 
ations that did not come true or because of the misbehavior of some 
fellow Muslims. Instead of blaming Muslims. they place the blame on 
Islam and turn away from it without giving themselves a chance to 
know more about it. | hope they will feel differently after acquiring 
the true knowledge of Islam through this book, and 1 am confident 
that their perception will change. Moreover, some among them are 
seeking more reasons to stick to Islam. In this regard, I feel obligated 
to provide them with help through thisbook. 

1 believe thar people should nor make important decisions, such 
as embracing a new faith, without first having complete information 
‘or being fully satisfied. If, for example, someone has decided to 
embrace Islam with incomplete information, then 1 advise him or her 
to stick ro Islam and acquire more knowledge about it. 1 hope thar this 
book also does a great service with regard to this issue. 


V. To enhance the knowledge of Islam 

Generally, when people desire to learn about Islam, they wen to 
the translations of the holy Qur'an. This is one reason why there was 
4 shortage of translated copies of the Qur'an post-9/11, However, in 
my humble opinion, at a preliminary stage, not everyone ean learn a 
whole lot from translations of the holy Qur'an, Translations are merely 
renditions of the Arabic text into another language and sometimes do 
not answer many of the frequently asked questions, 

Ie is eruly difficult for anyone to study the entire Qur'an wo find 
answers to a few of their questions. When embarking on a mission to 
explore Islam, { suggest that referring to translations of the holy Quian 
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not be the first step. After familiarizing oneself with the teachings and 
practices of Islam, such as presented in this book, understanding the 
message of the holy Qur'an through translations will become easier. 
This docs not mean that one should not possess a copy of the trans- 
lation of the holy Qur'an in his or her respective language. By this 
suggestion, I intend to make gathering and acquiring the information 
easier. Thus, this book provides the elementary knowledge that will 
help in understanding the holy Qur'an in-depth. Nonetheless, 1 
personally admire those motivated and dedicated individuals who refer 
to the holy Qur'an and its translations and learn what they want to. 


VI. To bridge the gap between Muslims and non-Muslims 

In America and throughout the world, extensive work is under- 
way to bridge the gap and to achieve a better understanding berween 
Muslims and non-Muslims. This book is my addition to this noble 
‘cause and my contribution to the effort, 

1 am confident that as people gain a sufficient knowledge base of 
Islam and Muslims, greater understanding will develop. peace and 
happiness will prevail, and the social and cultural gap berween 
Muslims and non-Muslims will be bridged. If this comes abour, then 
the purpose of this book will be achieved. I leave it to my readers to 
decide how successful 1 am in presenting the matter to achieve the 
desired goals, and I look forward to their response 


Reasons for Reading 
This Book 


HEN WE ARE EXTENSIVELY BUSY in coping with our 
“W lives, our priorities vary according to our situations. 
We are forced to handle things at hand first, and then 
those thar affect us in the short-run. ‘Thus, for the time being, we 
avoid thinking of long-term or of otherworldly matters, As a result, 
reading about religions draws much less interest than many other 
pursuits. This is especially true when learning about a religion other 
than one's own. 
In addition, some might say, “OK, you told us your reasons for 
writing this book; now tell us why we should read it.” In response, 1 
list the following reasons for reading this book. 


1. To contribute towards achieving global peace and security 
11. To maintain a healthy and progressive society 
11, To obtain answers to specific questions 
IV. To fulfill personal, privare, or business needs 
V. To find solutions to personal problems 
VL To consider the ‘Big Its’ 


ap sete 
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I. To contribute towards achieving global peace and security 

We have recently witnessed a worldwide desire for and optimism 
with regard to change. Sincere individuals and institutions are now 
secking new directions and different strategies to achieve peace, 
prosperity, and global security. This desire and hope for change played 
a crucial role in the 2008 presidential elections in che United States of 
America, as people from all walks of life and diverse backgrounds came 
closet to cach other to express their support for this change, This show 
of unity was unprecedented, and it was for a single purpose: to bring 
about change, nationally and internationally, 

Almost every citizen of the world looks towards the leading 
countries on the international arena, mainly the United States, because 
of their desite to move ahead in the right direction, coupled with an 


enthusiasm co bring real and everlasting peace, by removing unnecessary 
differences, and through worldwide cooperation. Since this has become 
a worldwide niced and a great responsibility. no single country/nation is 
capable of Fulfilling it on its own. All countries must come together to 
fulfill this great responsibility; however, the big players will have to 
play the leading roles. 

In this modern age, the world has become so close-knit that if 
anyone of any force pulls even one thread, the entire web iy affected 
and may lose its present shape or place. ‘To secure the entire web, not 
only do great countries have to bring about change within their own 
boundaries, they have 10 chink and plan beyond it, Otherwise, any 
entity can pull a thread from anywhere in the world and may destroy 
the entire web. If this happens. whether one is a great or not so great 
nation, one will feel the jolt or at least its shockwaves. 

We truly do need the type of courage. will, and resolve to bring 
everlasting change, as reflected in the 2008 U.S. presidential elections, 
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‘Nor only I, but almost everyone in the world, admired the sentiments 
of bringing change. I firmly believe thar if all positive forces join 
together, they can truly bring about change. "Yes, We Can,” and “Yes, 
we should.” Great nations such as the United States are equipped 
with the necessary tools and can achieve this great goal through 
collaborating with other nations. Simultaneously, 1 fear that if this 
chance is lost or if the enthusiasm to bring change fades, we might not 
get another opportunity, and the dream of achieving international 
peace and prosperity may never come true. For the greater good, we 
should give all, whatever we have and whatever we can! 

Many factors need to be considered or reconsidered in a different 
light to succeed in this goal. One necessary factor is unity among all 
people, Muslim and non-Muslim, especially in those Western 
countries with considerable Muslim populations. To achieve this 
unity, we have to bridge the gap between Muslims and non-Muslims, 
so that all can stand on one platform and work hand-in-hand co bring 
change, Initially, this will require an understanding of Islam by 
everyone, from the top to the bottom, from policymakers to their 
supporters, from elected officials to their constituents. 

Certainly, Muslims, both individually and collectively, have to 
work extensively on their own and in cooperation with non-Muslims 
to achieve this goal. Muslims must eliminate all misconceptions and 
misunderstandings about Islam and themselves, They must not 
collaborate with anyone who attempts to increase the already widened 
gap between Muslims and non-Muslims, Furthermore, Muslims, 
domestically and internationally, must progress with wisdom, utmost 
care, and sincere intent to forge peace and happiness. They must lend 
a generous hand for the greater good of mankind and to show the 
hospitality, tolerance, generosity, and true character of Islam, 
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Moreover, a genuine desire, a balanced strategy, and the proper 
use of resources are a few of the key elements required from both sides 
to achieve this goal. To fulfill the responsibility on my part, 1 present 
this book as a small contribution and gesture to assist in this effort, 
Now it is your turn, Read the book and learn something about Islam, 


Il. To maintain a healthy and progressive society 

Not all people are involved in the policymaking process or are 
able to affect it considerably, bur everyone can certainly be somewhat 
effective in forming a healthy and progressive society around them. 
Where Muslims and non-Muslims live side-by-side, an understanding 
of Islam, and consequently of Muslims, will help bring peace and 
prosperity at all levels. Islam and a true Muslim are one and the same, 
because a truc Muslim reflects the message of Islam. As such, in order 
to understand Muslims, in my opinion the best way is to first under- 
stand Islam and the way of life it presents. 

Generally, to formulate assessments, to understand and. predict 
behavior, and to better interact with someone, it is necessary to know 
his of her personality and beliefs. Ir is also a fact that if a society 
desires to be healthy and progressive, there must be a certain level of 
psychological understanding among its members. For example, if 


Muslims, on the one hand, continue w conceive of America or the 


West as enemies of Islam, and subsequently of Muslims, and if, on the 
other hand, Americans and Europeans remain skeptical of Muslims 
and 


nor be casy for them to interact freely. Therefore, a visible ar hidden, 


jider them as enemies and enemics of their system, then it will 


physical and/or mental distance will be ever-present. Consequently, 
the growth of socicty will definitely be negatively affected, especially 
where Mustims and non-Muslims live together in lange numbers, 
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An understanding of each other's culture, customs, beliefs, norms, 
and other aspects helps people to interact closely and freely, thereby 
resulting in widespread cooperation ro bring peace, happiness, and 
prosperity for all. Since its inception, Islam has molded the lives of its 
followers in such a unique way that one cannot have a true under- 
standing of a Muslim and/or his or her lifestyle without knowing 
Islam. 


TIL. To obtain answers to specific questions 

Many questions about Islam have surfaced because of current 
affairs, personal interaction, and/or witnessing the religious activities 
‘of Muslims. Such common questions include, but are not limited 0 
the following. What is the true phenomenon behind jihad? Does 
Islam support or encourage terrorism? Do Islamic teachings result in 
extremism? What are women’s rights in Islam? Why are men allowed 
to have more than one wife at a time? What are the justifications for 
capital punishment in Islam? Is there a separation of church and state 
in Islam? Is democracy compatible with Islam? What is the extent to 
which advancements in science and technology are allowed? What are 
the definitions of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness in Islam? 
Whar is the role of marriage, family, education, clergy, etc.? What is 
meant by the rule of law in Islam? Are there any freedoms of speech, 
religion, choice, etc. in Islam? In addition, there are many other 
similar questions. 

Ic is easy simply to list answers to the questions above, but what 
benefit is there in knowing answers that will generate even more 
questions and confusion. I contend that without keeping the entire 
structure of Islam in mind, one cannot correctly analyze or truly 
understand its different aspects. Furthermore, to comprehend the 
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true philosophy behind each aspect, it is important to understand the 
fundamental beliefs and the message underlined, Without that, the 
purpose(s) of a given idea. duty, or practice cannot be completely and 
accurately understood, 


IV. To fulfill personal, private, or business needs 

Ic is worthwhile to acquire knowledge of Islam, the way of life of 
approximately 1.6 billion people, even if one does not have specific 
questions about it, It will be amazing to know why and how Islam is 
the fastest growing religion in the world, especially in the West. The 
population of Muslims is rapidly increasing in major cities across 
America, Canada, Europe, and other parts of the world, Beautiful and 
unique houses of worship, called Masjid (pl. Maxajid), are being built, 
and many religious activities take place, about which all informed 
people should have some basic knowledge. 

For example, itis interesting to know the concept of the month of 
Ramadhan and the daily fasting that kes place in it, How do 
Muslims take time out to pray five times a day, and how and why do 
they pray? Why must Muslims eat ali! and abstain from pork? Why 
are they prohibited from consuming alcoholic beverages? Why do 
they cover their heads and wear ijidb? These are all interesting 
subjects, and knowing about them will surely enhance your 
knowledge about Islam and Muslims, 

Many non-Muslims have Muslim colleagues and friends in school. 
Instructors are teaching an increased number of Muslim students, and 
many pupils are coming across Muslim teachers, Doctors ate treating 
Muslim patients, and hospitals have an increasing number of Muslim 
doctors, Businesspeople and trade centers are becoming increasingly 


involved with Muslim clients, investors, and consumers. Politicians, in 
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many places, cannot ignore the presence of their Muslim constituents, 
either for votes or for support. Wharever the situation may be, it is 
certainly beneficial to know about Islam and its followers. 

Many Muslims have emigrated from their native countries and 
settled in the West and other places. The first generation of Muslims 
may or may not go back to their native countries, but certainly their 
subsequent generations will remain where they are born. They are 
respected citizens and nationals of their respective countries, to which 
their parents and/or grandparents once immigrated, and they are not 
moving out any time soon, 

If someone has never come across a Muslim, eventually for one 
reason or another, he or she will. Therefore, to create everlasting 
impressions, and to build good relationships, friendships, partnerships, 
€tc,, ie will surely be a plus to know about their religion. 

It has also come to my attention that intimate relationships are 
taking place between Muslims and non-Muslims. Thus, to proceed to 
build a solid relationship, knowing about Islam will benefit both 
partners, Even for this privare reason, it is advantageous to know ar 
least someshing about Islam. After all, history is witness that for love, 
kings have even abdicated their thrones. 

Anyway, in my view, either for personal, private, or business 
reasons, it is advantageous to know about Islam. | am confident that 
you will be glad ro have learned someshing about Islam—there is 
nothing for you to lose by it. 


V. To find possible solutions to personal problems through Islam 

No honest person can claim to be living a completely trouble-free 
life and to have no problems at all. The eruth of the matter is that 
everyone has at least one or several problems in his or her life. There 
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are some problems that people cannot even discuss with others 
because they cannot be expressed in words Of Some ure 
because they may simply nor know how to share returning to their 
them, Sometimes, others cannot easily observe arene iM 
these problems, no matter how close the ethers are looking 
relationship is. sabes 

Whether people share them or not, the reality is that concerned 
individuals are always in search of remedies co their problems. If in 
search of such remedies, concerned individuals turn to modern-day 
sources of science, technology, and material wealth, they will fail 10 
find appropriate solutions because many of those problems are, in fact, 
the creation of modern times, technology, and thinking. Therefore, 
one should not look for remedies in them, and search somewhere else. 

In this regaed, 1 suggest people turn to religion in search of 
remedies to their soci 
fact, this is taking place as we speak: many are turning to religion, 
willingly of unwillingly. Some are returning tw their previous religious 
beliefs, while others are looking elsewhere. 

1 request these sincere seckers to look into Islam and to pay close 


moral, and spiritual issues. Actually and in 


attention to determine if Islam contains solutions to their problems, I 
am confident that they will find che Islamic message interesting and 
may even locate firm footings upon which they can easily build a 
foundation to acquire success. After all, one does not have to be a 
Muslim to cat Aultl, Anyway, this is another important reason to 


study Isham, ie. the hope of finding solutions to one’s problems. 


VI. To consider the 'Big Ifs’ 


I do not want to leave out this important reason co study Islam. 


However, in doing so, let me re-emphasize that Tam not trying to 
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convince my readers to convert to Islam. I simply intend to put the 
facts on paper. 

Who are we? Where did we come from? Where are we headed? 
What is the purpose of our life on earth? Almost every single person 
asks these and similar types of questions. Whether or not we find 
answers to them or are even satisfied with our findings, we cannot 
deny the fact thar we have been born into this world, Therefore, we 
have to live our life, and, of course, one day we will die. 

Now, it is all up co us co choose how we spend our time on earth. 
Do we want to be successful in all endeavors and live a healthy life? 
Do we want to be peaceful and in equilibrium with nature? Do we 
want to live a fear-free and fulfilling life? Answers ro these types of 
questions and what we choose to want in this life shape our behavior, 

Now I present some ‘Big If questions, the answers to which will 
clarify and explain how to proceed in this life and make the best of it, 
‘Whar will happen if there is life after death? What will happen if 
there is a Day of Judgment? What will happen ifwe realize on the 
Day of Judgment that our life on earth was to prepare for a successful 
and trouble-free life in the Hereafter? What jf we find out that our life 
was for a higher purpose. to which we did not pay any attention? 
What if we will have to admit that Allah $& had sent us complete 
guidance for our salvation, but we failed to accept and abide by His 


commandments? What /fon that Day, we acknowledge that we really 
are among the ultimate losers? 

contend that now is the time to think and pay attention. Despite 
differing claims about what the ultimate truth is and how to achieve 
ultimate success, for the sake of the ‘Big If’, we must think now, 
gather information now, acquire knowledge now, and make the right 
decision now, What will happen if we become ultimate losers just 
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because we ignored this important matter, wasted our time, and did 
not pay attention to the higher purpose of life on earth? 

We alone will bear the consequences for our choices; therefore, 
whatever path we choose for success. we must choose wisely and make 
our decision only after obtaining complete information and knowledge. 
I will not mind even if you reject Islam because of your understanding 
of it. However, | humbly request you not to reject Islam without first 
knowing about it. This will requite an unbiased study of Islam, a 
commitment to learn the truth, and a genuine desire for ultimate 


success. Here, my obligation is only to put all the facts regarding 


Islam on paper, plainly and simply. 


Testing the Veracity of 
a Religion/Ideology 


as noted in the previous pages, have stirred interest in reading 

further and have increased the desire 10 know something 
about Islam, The question of Islam's veracity may have preceded the 
interest and desire added by the previous wo sections. Therefore, 
before addressing facts about Islam, if readers are given the necessary 
tools to analyze Islamic teachings critically, they will be better equipped 
to uncover Islam’s righteousness. As a result, they will have a better 
understanding of Islam. 

Every religion claims to be the truth and insists that salvation can 
only be achieved through it. Every ideology claims to have solutions 
to the problems of humanity, Islam also makes the same claim, 
Indeed, how can a religion or an ideology exist without making these 
ince all religions and ideologies differ from 


a) HOPE THE REASONS FOR WRITING AND READING this book, 


and other similar claims? 
cach other so much, it becomes difficult to decide which one leads to 
the right path, to salvation, and to ultimate success 

To prove Islam's righteousness that ensures humankind’s uleimate 
success—if I refer to its holy book, the Qur'an, it will have no 
meaning for those who do not believe it to he the holy book revealed 
by the Creator, Thus, I will put forth conditions through which one 
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can critically analyze the veracity of a religion/ideology 10 see what 
the real position of Islam is under every given condition. 

‘To understand the cruthfulness of a religion or a uniform code of 
life, and to see if i ensures success in this life and in the Hereafter, 
one must test it against the following principles: 

1, Carefully examine if thar code of life is fit for human nature, 

Il, Who is the founder, advocate, or author of the system, by which 
people are to live? 


IIL. Does the moral character and qualities of the advocate/lawgiver 
of that religion/ideology fit the proposed system/constitution? 


IV. Does the founder/prophet claim that the set of rules presented is 
universal and valid for all times and conditions? 
V. IFiv is claimed that that ideology/religion is otherworldly and 


revealed by the Supreme Being, then see if it could have been 
forged by che human mind. 


1. Carefully examine if that code of life is fit for human nature 
Does that code of life demand or direct its followers ta do some- 
thing of which they are naturally incapable? Under normal circum: 
stances, can people draw benefits and create positive differences from 
it? Is it applicable to the majority. and can it bring considerable change 
in/co its constituents or to society at lange? Does it demand to much, 
which may be unreasonable, or bestow too little, which may not 
justify the balance between what it offers and demands? Does it bring 
inner peace and fulfilmene Does it encompass all aspects of human 
life, oF does it leave its followers in a vacuum and a state of vagueness? 
Moreover, docs it fulfill humankind’s natural desire 10 connect 
with the Supreme Being? If these conditions canniot he met, then that 
religion/idcology/code of life does not pass the test. In fact, it will 
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prove to be disastrous vo the lives of its followers and will certainly be 
void of any success, let alone ultimate success. 


IL. Who is the founder, advocate, or author of the system by which 
people are to live? 

Is the ideological or religious system manufactured or organized 
by someone whose intellect, authority, and prudence are questionable, 
whose observations and empirical justifications are inconsistent, 
whose desires, wants, and objectives change with the passage of time, 
whose principles are unconventional, whose personal/hidden agenda 
misleads, or whose credibility is not reliable? If any of the above is the 
case, then the code of life and set of rules laid down by that individual 
cannot be comprehensive or be entitled igen and that code will 
definitely nor bring success. 


IL, Does the moral character and qualities of the advocate/law- 
giver of that religion/ideology fit the proposed system/constitution? 

Is he a materialist, or does he seek to acquire power, prestige, 
and/or material pleasures? If the answer is yes, then that individual is 
clearly taking advantage of people and of their need to bring some 
sort of comfort and meaning to their lives. If so, then the ideology 
presented will certainly fail to bring everlasting success. 


IV, Does the founder/prophet claim that the set of rules presented 
are universal and valid for all times and conditions? 

If there is such a claim, then one must examine the validity of that 
claim. If there is no such claim or if it is found to be invalid for 
certain times and conditions, then thar proposed ideology does not 
pass the test. It will need to be constantly amended according to ever- 
changing needs and times. Therefore, it is an inefficient medium for 
achieving permanent/ultimate success. 
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V. If it is claimed that that ideology/religion is otherworldly and 
revealed by the Supreme Being, then see if it could have been 
forged by the human mind, 

Can the imagination of an intellectual or philosopher reach the 
wisdom of that proposition and whar it purports to achieve for 
humanity? If not, only then can one be sure that it originated from 
the higher authority, known as the Lord and the Creator, In addition, 
one has to know for certain that the pleasure of the Supreme Being is 
guaranteed through it and by observing the rules presented in it, so 
that ultimate success can be achieved. 
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By keeping these criteria and methods in mind, 1 request the 
readers to analyze the message of Islam critically and determine its 
conerete relevance to humanity. | am confident that they will certainly 
artive at positive conclusions about Islam. From time to time, | myself 
will dig into more detail and test Islam against these criteria to show 
clearly where Islam stands as a religion, 


WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO KNOW 
SOMETHING 


ABOUT ISLAM? 


THE TIME IS RIPE 


CHAPTER 1 


Islam 


AN OVERVIEW 


SLAM IS THE NAME OF THE COMPLETE WAY OF LIPE revealed 
and prescribed by the Lord of this universe for human 
blings, “the Best among His creatures.” 
Without a doubs, the deen in the sight of 
Allah is Islam only, © (Qur'an $19) 

Islam is not just a religion; it is also a complete way of life that 
covers both religious aspects and all other matrers. commonly 
considered to be secular. In fact, for Islam, no part of life is secular; it 
regulates every aspect of human life. In short, it encompasses and 
provides guidance for all matters, material and immaterial. 

Since the Supreme Being created the universe and everything in 
it, including humans, He also established every lw governing their 
natural activities. Creation itself was incapable of formulating laws to 
govern complete well-being and to fulfill its intended purpow. 
‘Therefore, the All-Knowing, All-Powerful, the Almighty Mlah $% 
established every law to govern His creations, according to their needs, 

The Deen-e-lslam (Islamic way of life), guides people to live a 
successful life on earth and prepares them for success in the Hereafter. 
‘The perfection of Islam is such that complete guidance is made 
available to acquire success in this world and ultimate success in the 
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Hereafter. Whether we choose to earn the pleasure of the Master, and 
consequently achieve ultimate success and crernal happiness, or 
mistakenly or intentionally choose otherwise, becoming the ultimate 
loser by earning His wrath, the choice is ours [Qur'an 17-64). 

Islam guides us to the right path and warns us against devi 
from it. It fully explains the right path, describes how to walk on it 
properly, mentions the rewards for doing so, and designates Heaven 
as the final destination for its true followers. Islam instructs us on how 
10 secure ourselves from harm's way, from deviating, from misguidance, 
from falling into the trap of our base self, from becoming a slave of 
this world, from the treachery of Shaytin (Satan), and from becoming 
4 permanent resident of Hell by carning the Lord’s wrath. 


In Islam, there is no reason to worry or be confused as to what one 
should do regarding any mawter; everything has been explained, We 
just have to learn and follow. In doing so, the utilization of every human 
faculty is permissible in order to choose wisely, Islam encourages 
reasoning, and constructive criticism—if the intent is to strengthen 
one’s belief in it [Quin 6757). Since it is our decision that brings 
success or failure in this world and in the Hereafter, we should 
explore deeply and with sincerity. 

Docs Islam really provide a complete way of life and answer every 
question of humanity? In response, 1 will explain what Islam is and 
explore every nook and cranny thar falls within the subject matter of 
this book 


ab Panees o 


Islam is a heavenly religion, revealed by the Lord to humankind 
through His chosen individuals, i.e, the prophets. 
* Iris monotheistic (the belief in onc Creator, the Lord of us all) 
* Iris the complete guide and a comprchensive manual containing 
everything we need to know about human fife and its purpose 
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* Ics not simply limited to a place of worship; rather, it regulates 
the entie life of its followers beyond the place of worship 

* Iv is a complete set of codes governing every faculty of human 
life, and it does not leave aside even the smallest detail that 
should concern us — 

© It affects our personal lives and our most completely in-syne 
private moments wich baeman 

* Ic provides guidance at both the micro and "yur ume 
macro levels and facilitates workable agendas both irone and 


for both national and international relations = 
* Ic lays down fundamental principles to establish relationships 
between individuals and among nations 


* It provides rules for social, economic, and political needs 
© Ie establishes what is right and whas is wrong 

* Ie differentiates beeween good and bad deeds 

* It shows the way ro success and protects against failure 

* Ir mentions the past and highlights the furure 

® Ie gives glad tidings of reward and threats of punishment 

Islam is aware of the problems man encounters in life and provides 
practical solutions. It takes into consideration all aspects of human 
life and provides guidance accordingly. Islam is completely in-sync 
with human nature because the Creator of both is one and the same, 
Who else can know better than our Lord, Who prepared the message 
that so perfectly fits our nature? 

Our physical and mental state is not an enigma to Islam, and thus 
the duties prescribed and demands put forth are just and practical, 
Man's weaknesses are not foreign to Islam; flexibilities in Islam are 
designed in light of our shortcomings. Therefore, similar to an inventor 
of a machine who is familiar with its every component, our Lord 
knows us well and provides for our needs and capabilities according 
to His limitless knowledge. 
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Islam is not a force that repels people from itself; instead, it artracts 
them. Islam wants people to build meaningful, strong, and everlasting 
relationships with each other. It intends to strengthen the human 
community through a variety of interrelationships held together for the 
sake of pleasing the Almighty (Quran 41-34), Such relationships are at 
the core of the human society that Islam intends to build. Islam 
promotes human-to-human interaction based on equality, dignity, love 
and mutual respect (Quran 4910-12). It does not advocate individualistic 
or selfish attitudes, Mutual care and cooperation are the foundation on 
which Islam wants people to crect their structure of life. Love, sacrifice, 
favor, tolerance, forgiveness, respect, patience, perseverance, piety, 
morality, chastity, modesty, sincerity, honesty, humility, purity of 
intent, promoting equality, respecting privacy, maintaining dignity, 
enforcing justice ~ these are among the essential ingredients of the 
Islamic faith that assist its followers in fulfilling their duties towards 
man and the Almighty. All of these qualities lead to amicable inter- 
action and prevent individualism and selfishness, thereby allowing the 
human community to progress towards its intended purpose, 

The core of the Islamic model for humanity consists of physical 
and everlasting relationships among different segments of society, and 
it is based on the common goal of acquiring the pleasure of the Lord 
and recognition of His Lordship. Hence, Islam gathers people on an 
equal footing, for one purpose and towards one objective: providing 
solid foundation for unity and cooperation to achieve ultimate success 
in the Hereafter. At the same time, it discourages individualistic 
attitudes thar are usually for monetary success and disapproves of 
merely pursuing temporary material pleasures, Sceking the pleasure of 


the Almighty is always the priority in Islam and the utmost concern 


of its devout followers, 

Islam suppresses that part of human narure that harms oneself and 
others, creates disturbance in society, destroys peace, inflicts injuries, 
brings injustice, violares human rights, forms social classes, establishes 
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hierarchies, abuses power, enjoins hypocrisy, diminishes values, 
spreads individualism, promotes selfishness, overlooks responsibilities, 
ignores duties, gives rise to carelessness, and brings all sorts of suffering 
‘on society and humanity. Whenever people fail co suppress this part 
of human nature, they turn into heartless beasts causing great harm to 
fellow humans. Islam never wants people to degrade themselves and 
fall from the higher state that Allah 4 granted them—the “Best of 
all Creatures.” 

Recognizing the inherently harmful aspects of human nature, 
Islam provides the necessary tools and guidance to suppress and control 
it. Those who succeed in suppressing the harmful aspects of human 
nature will maintain theit higher state, eventually acquiring the pleasure 
of the Almighty and, subsequently, eternal life in Heaven. 

Through its sacred revelations and heavenly laws, Islam explains 
its protection of people from the rime they are in the embryonic state 
10 their final moments in this world, and even beyond that. It makes 
it incumbent upon individuals and societies co. implement those 
heavenly laws that guarantee protection to all, regardless of wealth, 
status, gender, ethnicity, or any other aspect of their identity. 

‘To ensure enforcement of heavenly laws and for justice to prevail, 
Islam provides severe but appropriate punishments for all crimes, 
hidden or open, and deals rigorously, but equitably with criminals 
who usurp their victim's rights and freedoms. Islam inherently 
recognizes that without the protection of law and the enforcement of 
relevant punishments, through due process, peace and order cannot 
prevail (Quesn 242). Therefore, Islam provides an outline for a justice 
system by which people can acquire justice, live in peace, and pursue 
their greater purpose of life. Moreaver, Islam places great responsibility 
on the government, as well as on every citizen, to provide security 
and protection. Islam states clearly thar no one is above the law. 

‘There are no contradictions or clashes within the rules set forth in 
Islam, No one is permitted, nor is there ever a need, w violate any 
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No manerbow Principle, however minute it may be, in order to 
‘great'the good implement o enforce any other rule. No matter 
nilenegany how ‘great’ the good may seem, violation of any 
Tlamicrdeir Islamic rule is not permissible. Lack of knowledge 
not permisible is not an excuse, especially when rights are violated 
and harm is done to others. In such cases, proper punishment must 
be enforced, and just compensations must be awarded to the victim. 

In Islam, a believer is never alone. Islam understands that loneli- 
ness is one of the causes of many setbacks in life, Thus, Islam promotes 
family ties, builds caring friendships, admires strong relationships, and 
demands constant contact among people, Moreover, by having strong 
connection and nearness to the Lord, through remembering Him 
continuously, one never feels lonely and always enjoys His company 
{Qur'an $06). Through this affinity with che Lord, one always feels 
someone to be within oneself, with whom one can communicate and 
consult. This accompaniment brings true and unique satisfaction and 
happiness. Withour that ‘someone’ within, one may feel lonely even in 
a.crowd of millions, 

Ac this point, I believe I have sufficiently provided an overview of 
Islam and, co summarize and to pur the matter briefly, I would say that 
by being a complete system of worship, Islam simultancously promotes 
human values, protects human rights, admires social work, and allows 
scientific and technological advances for the betterment of society, 

Having briefly stated this, I will further explore each of the above- 
mentioned and other topics in detail, With the arguments presented, 
one will also be able to know whether there is complete happiness in 
this world. Does Islam promise complece happiness? Is there complete 
peace? Does Islam teach us how to acquire complete peace? Can one 
acquire a state of contentment? If yes, then how? 


CHAPTER 2 


What is Islam? 


EFORE PROCEEDING, make note that in order for ane 10 
ies truly understand any ideology, religion, or system, it is 

necessary for one to study it with impartiality, as much 
as humanly possible, As such, the reader needs to proceed through 
this book with an open mind and heart. Most ideologies and religions 
possess or claim to possess the key to humanity's good, but simulean- 
cously they all have specific differences that may seem to be minor but 
thar are concretely fundamental to each philosophy, A biased study 
can overlook those very basic differences. However, if one properly 
understands those very basic differences, one can envision the entire 
philosophy and its purpose and can distinguish it from others. 


THE PHILOSOPHY OF ISLAM 
6 HE ENTIRE UNIVERSE AND EVERYTHING INIT, including us, are 
created by the Supreme Being, our Lord, Allah Almighty $§. 
He is the sole Owner and the sole Innovator of everything. He created 
us to worship Him. Our stay in this world is temporary. Each one of 
us lives here for a limited time and chen passes on co the other world 
One day, the universe will be folded up and the Day of Judgment 
will arise, Everyone will be handed a ‘Register of Deeds,’ containing 
whatever was earned in this temporary life. Based on our performance 
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here, we will earn either Jannah (Heaven) or Jahannwmn (Hell). Those 
who will have acquired ‘ultimate success’ and earned the pleasure of 
Thisistheony Allah $B, will be sent to Heaven to live there 
chance: wwe it 0 erernally and to enjoy its endless bounties, Those 
lncit H84 eho did not earn the pleasure of Allah 3% and 
Pee TTEE instead aru His rash ill be punished tn Blal 
caming back and will be the ‘ultimate loser.” 

Allah 3 gave people free will ro choose right from wrong. Human 
beings are not animals or angels, neither of which have free will. Allah 
granted man the power through which he can exceed angels or degrade 
himself to be even lower than animals. Allah $% bestowed man with 
free will to test him and to see how he fares in this life (Qur'an 672). 

If man chooses wisely and uses his faculties to do what is right, he 
can maintain the higher status granted to him as the ‘best of all 
creatures.’ If he does not choose wisely, ignores the inner voice, does 
not follow the commandments w do good, falls from the original 
divinely granted status, and degrades himself, he will be unsuccessful 
and will have earned the displeasure of Allah $4. Any misuse of the 
fine human qualities and the bounties of Allah 3 will make him the 
ultimate loser, No one will be given a second chance ro return to 
Earth and do good (Qur'an 2899-100). This is the only chance; use it or 
lose it, [tis a one-way ticket, and there is no coming back. 

Allah 44 not only granted and bestowed upon man qualities and 
capabilities to do what is good and to refrain ftom what is bad, He 
has also clearly shown man both good and bad, as well as what pleases 
and displeases Him. Allah 43 equipped man with the necessary tools, 
such as intellect, sense, instinct, and so on, and provided the necessary 
knowledge for him to achieve the purpose of his creation, 

Allah's chosen beings, commonly known as prophets and messen- 
ets, revealed and delivered thar knowledge in its entirety and set the 


standards to be emulated for us to acquite ultimate success. No more 


Wrarisisiae 9 


excuses remain, and there can be no more justification for being igno- 
rant. Now, there is no way out. Even though this 4/4 32 and His 
may sound imposing and scary, and many people ——_prophess have 
may not want to hear it, I cannot prevent myself "*#hing 10 low. We 
from speaking the truth as presented by Islam. “Spfuting brane 
This is a clear warning for myself, for every weare sheanly 
Muslim, and for every other human being. 

‘The choices are very clear. Either save ourselves from the hellfire 
by choosing to follow the message of the prophets or be responsible 
for our fate in Hell, Ir is all up 10 us. Punishments are more painful 
when guilt is realized. Thus, the guilt of wasting time is to be avoided 
at all costs so that choosing wisely, exploring the truth, and following 
the right path will become apparent. Allah 46 and His prophets have 
nothing to lose, We are the ones at risk of failing because we are the 
only ones being tested. 

One of the most essential aspects of Islam is man bil ghaib (belief 
in the unseen). The ‘unseen’ includes, but is not limited to: 

© The existence of the Supreme Being 
* The angelic beings 
* The process of creation 
© The existence of the soul, after being created and before 
being sent into this world [Quran 7172) 
© The state of existence after death (A lam-e-Barzakh) (Qur'an 2100) 
© Resurrection and accountability on Judgment Day 
® Erernal life in Heaven or Hell 
© Many other truths, purposely kepe hidden {Quran tx) 

Evidently, these and other hidden truths were necessary 10 test 
people's faith. If any one of these hidden truths was made obvious, 
there would be no need for beliefs and faith, People would have auto- 
matically accepted the truth, and the puxpose of earthly life would be 
pointless. The whole point is to recognize the existence of the Lord, 
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to believe in Him as our Lord and Creator, to follow His message and 
abide by His rules. 

Even though some Islamic beliefs and teachings are based on the 
unseen truths that are not visible, they can be seen or felt through 
positive reasoning and rational thinking. The followers of Islam are 
required to have firm and unshakeable belief in the unseen without 
questioning it. However, believing in the unseen after positive reason- 
ing, concentrated thinking, and deep exploration bears the same reward 
as having faith in them withour questioning it, Allah 4& states: 

Certainly, the creation of heavens and earth, and the alternation of 
night and day, and the sailing of ships on sea carrying that which 
benefits people, and that which is sent by Allah from the sky; water, 
through which the carth is given life after its death, and scattered 
animals of all kinds on [it), and the differing movements of winds, and 

the clouds hound in between the sky and earth—in all of this, indeed, 

are signs for those people who utilize intellect. * (Qur'an 2164) 

Clearly, Islam invites everyone to pay attention, explore, analyze, 
and collaborate to reach the truth and become successful. Islam is the 
truth and nothing but the truth; however, to seck inner wisdom and 
to strengthen faith, contemplating is always welcomed and rewarded. 
Those who intend to study Islam to find fault in it, or who are weak 
in their faith after recognizing Islam's authenticity and divinity, do 
not do themselves a favor, and they displease the Almighty. 

Judgment Day and the concept of accountability are central to 
Islam because most beliefs and practices are relevant to them. The 
fear of accountability and of bearing the consequences for failure on 
Judgment Day leads co lawfulness, the exercise of morality, and the 
utilization of good manners. 

Since Allah $§ is All-Knowledgeable and nothing is or could be 
hidden from Him, the fact that He is always watching us prevents a 
true servant of Allah 4€ from all kinds of wrongdoings, the visible 
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and the hidden. Even when one thinks no one is watching, Allah 4 
is ever watchful of one's deeds, which are always recorded by angels. 

In this life, it is possible to avoid indictment and punishment due 
© loopholes in man-made laws, the inherent weaknesses of those laws, 
personal cleverness, and the lack of evidence or eyewitnesses, but itis 
certain that no one can escape from Allah 48 on Judgment Day. Thus, 
it is impossible for anyone to avoid eventual accountability for even 
the slightest action. Moreover, accountability is the foundation that 
differentiates beeween other creatures and humans. 


COULD A MAN INVENT ISLAM? 
org AVING READ SO FAR, the thought that Islam was probably 
invented by an intelligent person may cross the mind of an 
objective reader. With regard to that ‘thought, 1 believe that after 
developing a true understanding of Islamic teachings and after 
considering all aspects of Islam, an objective reader can decide what 
the answer is to this question. The following arguments will assist in 
reaching a decision. 

When studying Islam closely, one discovers that it covery a wide 
array of physical and metaphysical subjects concerning human life on 
earth and that it provides guidance for every situation, time, and era. 
Islam's universality covers all aspects of human necessities, even those 
of which man cannot conceive. 

How could a man, about fifteen hundred years ago, formulate a 
comprehensive way of life that encompasses human beings’ every 
need for all times to come? How could he ensure that his teachings 
would remain valid for all times and situations, even until the Day of 
Judgment? How could he have predicted the future with such 
precision? How could he have developed such a system of life that 
would survive for centuries and nor even be altered slightly? How 
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could he leave such an indelible mark on history that would be so 
vivid and valid, even after centuries have passed? 

He would have to be superhuman or to have received direct 
inspiration from a supernatural source. However, history is a witness 
that he was a man; therefore, he could not have 
invented such a perfect system of life. This per- 
fection must definitely have come from somewhere 
else, and where else could it be bur from the Lord. 
Only the Lord, the Almighty, knows all the weak- 
nesses and needs of His creation and could 
prescribe such a unique and transcendent system, 
valid for all times and for all places, 

Islam is so confident about its teachings, 
change, replace, or add anything to it to make it anymore perfect or 
to lose/disprove its perfection, This centuries-old claim is still open 
for challenge. Islam claims to be the perfect way of life, and this claim 
is certainly valid. Even to this day. researchers successfully find whar- 


claims that no one can 


ever they are searching for, If one cannot locate something in Islam in 
the first instance, all one has to do is dig a bit deeper, and one will 
certainly come across it. Islam contains the knowledge of everything 
and fulfills every human need. 

All of Islam's challenges, claims, and qualities are clear proof of its 
absolure truthfulness. If it were an innovation of any individual, he 
would never make the clainy of infallibility. Therefore, che Architect 
of Islam must have been certain that no one could meet its challenges 
‘or counter i claims. If the architect were a human, he could not be 
definitely certain about his innovated system. If even a single claim of 
the holy Prophet of Islam & and the holy Que‘an could be disproved, 
the entire structure of Islam would crumble. This has nor happened 
so far and, as claimed, will never happen because this holy system is 
not an innovation of a human being [Quran 432 
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Inspired by the initial divine revelations and commandments, and 
as commanded by Allah $%, Muhammad && began to preach the 
message of Islam, At first, those who had complete confidence in him 
embraced Islam because of his personal qualities of trustworthiness 
and compassion. As more and more people witnessed his moral 
character and the powerful message of Islam that he preached, the 
circle of Islam began to increase. 

If he were the architect of Islam, as claimed by some, then upon 
gtining so much success, why did he call people to the Lord and not 
to himself Why did he not claim this religion co be something of his 
‘own making? He did not do so because it was not his invention, It is, 
in fact, the continuation of the guidance that previous prophets of 
Allah 4€ brought to humankind. This divine guidance was merely 
perfected with the ‘final revelations’ ro Prophet Muhammad 3. 

In the pages ahead, we will learn in detail that for either a Muslim 
by birth or anyone who newly embraces Islam, it is necessary to certify 
one’s faith in Islam, not only verbally, but by believing in ir from the 
heart as well, As such, let us suppose for the sake of argument that the 
inventor of Islam were a human being. If s0, he could not possibly 
read the hearts of people to tell if someone had certified his or her 
faith from the heart. Why would he even bother to require this kind 
of certification, which he himself cannot prove or disprove? Clearly, 
this goes against logic. His main concern would be to increase the 
number of his followers in order to achieve his purpose, whatever it 
may be. However, if he was truly conveying the Lord's message and 
fulfilling his duties to connect the creation to the Creator, he would 
put forth all the requirements that make that connection possible and 
thar are required by the Creator Himself. 

‘The declaration of faith (verbally) fulfills the requirement of 
entering into Islam and becoming a member of the Muslim 
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community and brotherhood. Certifying it from the heart is directly 
related to being accepted by the Lord and to achieving ultimate 
success. The Prophet 8 was required to secure both, declaration and 
certification. Had he invented Islam, one declaration would suffice. 
‘This is another proof that Islam is not a human invention, 

In my view, this much is sufficient, but readers will continue to 
come across more evidence that will enable them to conclude that 
Islam is not a human invention, Keeping Islam's divinity in mind, | 
hope the reader can attain a true understanding of it. 


No QUESTION IS UNANSWERED IN ISLAM 
HEN WE COMPARE OUR PHYSICAL EXISTENCE with other 
Ww incredible creations only to find that we are nothing but a 
tiny particle in the universe, we begin to ask countless questions, Who 
are we? From where did we come? To where are we headed? What is 
the purpose of all the things out there? If there is life after death, how 
is ie If there are Heaven and Hell, what do they Jook like, and where 
are they? How are we to believe in the existence of God, Lord, 
Creator or Allah $§? What does He look like? Why can we nor see 
Him? Who are the chosen prophets? Which prophets were real, and 
how can we believe in them? Is there a book or a set of rules revealed 
by the Lord, or are all such books merely a creation of the human 
mind? Who is right, and who is wrong? How can we achieve peace, 
happiness, prosperity, and so forth? What is good or bad, who 
decides thar, and how can we be sure of i2 How is it possible that 
when we die and turn to dust we become alive again? Is there a 
spiritual world? Are the body and soul ewo different things? Everyone 
asks such questions; some ponder deeply for answers, and others just 
scratch the surface, 
If these and many other questions are not answered to our satis- 
faction, oF if we fail to comprehend the answers or simply abandon 
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the inner voice of curiosity, true satisfaction and peace of heart, mind, 
and soul cannot be attained. Even if we attain material success at some 
point in our life, we are not completely satisfied. We continue to feel 
an emptiness, and thoughts of failure overshadow our conscience. In 
this vast universe, we tend to lose purpose, sense of placement, and the 
taste for life until we find answers to these and many other questions 
that linger in our curious minds. 

If an ideology or a religion does not provide complete, satisfactory, 
and rational answers, or if the answers provided are no longer relevant, 
then, in my view, that ideology/religion is incomplete. Since Islam 
claims thar it is the complete way of life, then i must provide answers 
to all questions one can raise, After reading this book. I am confident 
that the reader will come to believe that Islam has answers to all ques: 
tions and that nothing remains unanswered. 

Allah 4& created and revealed to us the system that explains how 
we should live and prepare to acquire the ultimate success. Besides 
Him, no one else could have developed this required system, because 
He is our Lord and knows best our needs and desires, abilities and 
shortcomings, psychology, and so on, Allah $& is our true Lord and 
does not want us to go astray; therefore, He has beforehand included 
answers to every possible question and completed the deen of Islam, 
‘Thus, there is no mystery in Islam, 

However, to obtain answers for complicated questions, the follow: 
ing are some prerequisites: sincere desire, thirst for true knowledge, 
and a heartfelt wish to search for the cruth. Also, bear in mind chat 
this world is Allah’s creation and governed by His principles and that 
we are merely His creation and do not possess unlimited knowledge 
and power. Even though Allah 4g has revealed the complete message, 
we may not instantly comprehend it and may require deeper know- 
ledge and wisdom. The more knowledgeable we become, the more we 
understand the word and commandments of Allah 3&. I firmly believe 
thar if we continuously strive for answers, we will get them eventually. 
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ISLAM IS FIT FOR HUMAN NATURE 
‘T IS FIRST NECESSARY TO DEFINE HUMAN NATURE and then 
2 proceed to establish its relationship to Islam. Human nature is 
the collection of inherent qualities and habits that are common to all 
(ie, the innate qualities and habits 
bitaarite aud possess is their ati ci 

angels, 
and we ceisinl ave we work, eat, drink, sleep, have other physical 
mu wee tn and intimate needs and desires, have emotions, 
neevoliefrom serialize, fight, and scck power, authority and 
snimals, norare we fame, etc, All of these are but a few examples of 
aint ss anette aman nature. 

Human beings are comprised of a spirit and a physical structure, 
i.e, the soul and body. Therefore, we have both spiritual and physical 
needs, We are not angels or beasts. According to Islam; it is a great 
mistake to consider humans mere ‘brutes’ and to exclude the spiritual 
aspect of our being, Similarly, it would be a mistake to consider our- 
selves like or greater than angels and completely distegard the biological 
and animalistic aspects of our being, We are not merely robots like 
angels, and we certainly are much better than animals. Neither did we 
evolve from animals, nor are we as subtle as angels. 

We have freedom to choose and power to know good and bad, 
right and wrong, and impiety and piety. Angels and animals do not 
have the freedom of choice, nor do they have anything to choose. For 
example, if a lion desires to have a vegetarian dish, its wish cannot 
come true. Similarly, if a deer craves for a steak, its wish cannot come 
true either. In fact, lion and deer cannot even wish for vegetarian and 
non-vegetarian dishes: 

In the same manner, Allah $€ did not grant angels the freedom 
of choice, They are merely robot-like and do as they are programmed. 
Consequently, they are not rewarded or punished for their behavior. 
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In contrast, Allah 4 granted humans the freedom of choice, and 
they have a lot from which to choose, so they can use this privilege. 
For example, they can choose to eat whatever they wish, vegetarian or 
non-vegetarian, healthy or unhealthy, expensive or inexpensive. In the 
end, only they will bear the consequences for what they choose. 

For any system, ideology, or religion to be fit for human nature, 
it must comprehensively consider every inherent 
quality and habit of humans and must provide 
proper guidance to assist people in reaching their cemplenel. oF ignore 
goal of life. If it repels or completely suppresses 7A of human 
any inherent quality and habie, and/or if it leaves seacher i flower 
any one of them out of provides no guidance, Ayu m control and 
then that system, ideology, oF religion is nor fit 
for humans and is incomplete and deficient. 

It is unlikely that a follower of one religion will seek part of 
another religion (o fill a void in his own. If this occurs, then how can 
‘one know to which religion this follower really belongs? Where does 
his loyalry lie? Which religion or system does he call his own? 
Meanwhile, he is forced t follow parts of other religion(s) because 
his own religion lacks a necessary aspect. Naturally, humans embrace 
and follow what is or seems to be most complete, beneficial, and 
convenient. Thus, in the presence of an absolute system of life, an 
incomplete system is doomed to fail. 

Islam does not repel, completely suppress, or ignore any part of 
human nature; instead, ix teaches its followers how ro control and 
shape their nature appropriately. Wherever there isa slight chance of 
misusing natural qualities and habits by humans, Islam steps in and 
changes the course of human nature towards the legitimate purpose, 
The principles and teachings of Islam do not collide with human 
nature, They remain side by side with humans, gradually changing 
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humans’ course of action so that they can easily adapt and learn to 
walk confidently on the righteous path, Islam accompanies its followers 
until they acquire the ultimate success of the Hereafter. 

A religion or any secular system of life that attempts (0 stop any 
natural behavior of man meets with devastating blows and eventually 
finds itself without any following, For example, t completely stop 
the natural flow of a river and save a city from floodwaters is nearly 
impossible, but. even if achieved temporarily, it may create bigger 
problems later on. Instead, changing its course, though it requires 
hard work, eventually solves the problem. If the course of floodwaters 
is diverted from a city to dry land, it will bring many benefits. The 
city will be saved from flooding. and the water will simultancously 
irrigate dry land, making it arable. 

Ifwe seal the cap of a kettle on a burning stove, with the built-up 
pressure the kerdle is bound to burst. Similarly, if an ideology/teligion 
suppresses, ignores, or sacrifices the natural desires and needs of people, 
even in the name of any greater good, then people cannot function 
properly, and the outcome will be devastating, As noted earlier, human 
beings are not like angels, and thus no action should be taken to urn 
them into angels. Let them be human, and prescribe a system that 
keeps therm ‘human’ and simultaneously keeps them from falling to 
the level of animals or even worse. This is exactly what Islam does, 

Islam is not against people's natural urge to acquire wealth, but it 
demands that they earn it through the legitimate means that it 
establishes and regulates, Islam is not against spending moncy, but it 
encourages its followers to spend it for righteous purposes such as, for 
example, helping the needy. According to Islam, using your wealth 
and resources for the betterment of the less fortunate of to solve the 
problems of your community will nor reduce your wealth; instead, 


Allah 4, Who gave you wealth in the first place, certainly has the 
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ability to replenish and increase it. Islam does not forcefully take 
peoples’ wealth against their will, even for the greater good of others. 
It promises great rewards to people who willingly and with the intent 
to please Allah 48 spend their money for humanitarian purposes. 

Islam is not against eating delicious foods, but it teaches that a 
half-empty stomach is healthier than a stomach stuffed with food, 
Staying relatively hungry allows one to be thankful to the Lord for His 
bounties and to be mindful of those starving around the world, Islam 
is not against wearing lavish clothes, but it rewards simplicity; being 
simple urges the inner soul and conscience to be less attracted co this 
maerial world and more attracted to our higher purpose, 

Islam says eat whatever you like, buc make sure it is halél and 
drink as much as you like, but refrain from Aaném drinks. Sleep as 
much its necessary, but perform your daily prayers before and after you 
sleep. Stay up as much as you need to, but be mindful of your health, 
Love your family and friends to the full extent, but do not forget your 
Lord and your obligations to Him. Worship your Lord as much as you 
want to, in order to get closer to Him, but not at the expense of your 
family, which needs your time and attention. Overall, keep everything 
in balance, be moderate, and do not become extremists of any sort, 

‘Use time and energy wisely in helping others, and take as much 
burden as you can bear; correcting the world is not your problem, but 
itis your continuous duty to correct yourself first. Be flexible and eayy 
on yourself and on others, Teach, but do not impose. 

Islam requires its followers to do only what is humanly posible 
and provides guidance for every situation and according to everyone's 
capacity. In essence, it is the way of fife in strict accordance with 
human nature. Therefore, on Judgment Day, Allah 4€ will question 
and hold everyone accountable according to his or her capability, 
knowledge, and performance, in order that justice prevails. 
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The Islamic system of life intends for people to uphold their 
human status, become devout follawers, avoid falling below the starus 
of animals, and surpass angelic qualities. To ensure the fulfillment of 
this goal, Islam lays down principles that are fir for human nature and 
easy 10 follow, 


MEANING OF THE NAME ‘ISLAM’ 
WM OST OFTEN, THE NAME OF AN OBJECT represents its qualities. 
Choosing a name is an important and creative process, and 
many times the success oF failure of a product or a business entity 
depends on it. When naming, people try to choose a name that truly 
represents the object's quality and/or its use. The more comprehensive 
the name of a product, service, system, ideology or what have you, the 
faster it is publicized. Sometimes, individuals or companies seck the 
services of professionals when choosing names. The more expertise is 
utilized, the better chances for a befitting name. 

Islam is the name given to the most complete way of life on Earth 
for human beings. No man chose this name; the Lord, the Almighty 
Allah 4, chose it Himself. Now, since the Creator, the All-Knower, 
chose it Himself, it must mean a lot. It must completely explain Islam 
as the system of life and refer to its qualities, and the name must be 
befitting, of whar ir actually claims to be. If we can comprehend the 
various meanings of the word Islam, we can easily understand the 
meaning and purpose of the Islamic system, ideology, definition of 
worship, inner philosophy, and the complete way of life it represents. 
Only then can we recognize that only the Lord Himself could reveal 
such a befitting name. 

It is pronounced, ‘Islam’ not ‘Izlam.’ The ‘s’ in Islam does not 
sound like the 's' in ‘is’ but as in ‘school’ and ‘bus.’ In Arabic, the 
root word for Islam is ‘salam’ glue which means ‘peace’ »Ls. For one 
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to have a complete idea, it is interesting co note the various meaniny 
of the root word ‘salam,’ when used differently —( gl=— Le — ol 
= a +L) prior to explaining the meaning of the word Islam. 

Generally, ‘salam’ is defined as peace, and its derivatives can mean 
the following: to escape (danger); to be safe, secure; to be sound, intact, 
unimpaired, or unharmed; to be free (from fault), faultless, or flawless, 
to hand over; to turn over; to turn in; to submit; to save, rescue, or 
deliver; to protect, preserve, safeguard, or keep (from harm, injury); to 
accept or approve of; to give consent of agree; and to acknowledge, 
allow, or concede. If we select any one of the numerous meanings of 
‘salam! and relate it to what is inherent in Islam, we see direct parallels. 

‘Islam’ is concurrent with its innermost meaning: peace. Since 
‘salam’ means peace, someone can ask, if Islam, as a religion, really 
brings peace, We will consider this question in the following section, 
Different Categories of Pesce. 

Islam is also defined as peace, treaty, truce, concord, protection, 
quarter, safety, security, immunity, merey, and grace. It also means 
obedience, reverence, worship, homage, and much more. Ina religious 
context, Islam technically means to establish the deem exclusively for 
Allah 4%, i.c., 10 resign to the will of Allah 3, the submission of 
one's will to the will of Allah 3§. complete submission from the 
deepest part of one’s heart, and paying homage to Allah 3%, 

Moreover, Islam is the way of life prescribed by Allah 45, beginning. 
with the teachings of the first man and prophet, Adam “®*! and con- 
cluding with the teachings of Allah's $ final and most beloved 
prophet, Muhammad 28 of Arabia, the son of Abdullah. 

Most frequently, people refer to Islam as peace and nothing but 
peace. Some people do not fully understand the association of ‘Islam’ 
with “peace”. They ask if Islam is the peace that is the antonym of 
‘war’ or iF it refers to other types of peace. 
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Upon embracing Islam, an individual enters into a state of total 
protection. Islam is like a divine umbrella. When held onto tightly, it 
provides a shade of mercy and brings forth every kind of peace: peace 
of the heart, mind, soul and body; peace in the family, society, and 
world; peace from all harm; and peace in the Hereafter. Every kind of 
peace is attainable under the umbrella of Islam, I am not implying 
thar one cannot find many of these kinds of peace elsewhere; however, 
Tam saying that one cannot find ull of these necessary types of peace 
under one roof, unless that roof is Islam. 

What I have discussed so far certainly reflects that Islam, through 
its various definitions, is the befitting name of the complete way of 
life, of which no man could have conceived. Further explanations will 
prove this point and make the matter clearer. 


DIFFERENT CATEGORIES OF PEACE 


PEACE OF HEART 

B ELIEVERS IN ISLAM BUILD A STRONG connection to the Creator; 
therefore, they find inner peace that is nor attainable through 

any other means, A believer perpetually acquires peace of heart 

through performing the activities of worship, continuously remem- 

bering Allah 4, and refraining from committing sins. 


PEACE OF MIND 

BELIEVER ACQUIRES PEACE OF MIND when he is fully content 
A and recognizes that he is doing everything in his ability to be 
successful in this world, leaving the rest to the will of Allah 4%. 
When he receives something, he is thankful to the Lord; when at a 
loss, he recognizes that the Lord has the power to give, as well as to 
take away. A true believer who has strong faith is at peace within 


himvelf, because Islam commands him to use his faculties wisely and 
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to execute actions with his full capabilities, leaving the outcome to 
the williof Allah 9%. Upon the: positive resulk of his actions: he Is 
grareful to the Lord, and upon negative result, he is parient and 
accepts it to be the Lord's will. 


PEACE OF THE SOUL 

EACE OF THE SOUL IS THE MOST IMPORTANT kind of peace. It 

is a peace that is deep in the inner self, deep within the heart 
of hearts. In comparison to the peace of body, heart, and mind that is 
seed through simpler means, peace of the mses 

|, unquestionably more precious, cannot be sid mind js essential 

acquired easily. Acquiring peace of the soul for people 10 be 
requires knowledge of the sacred and know. 2seand fillof 


Islamic answers to these questions bring tue sath 
peace to the soul. 

Money and other worldly possessions bring a certain amount of 
peace to the heart and mind, but when one lies lonely in bed. gazing 
with a deep sigh at the ceiling or at the sky with millions of sparkling 
srats, one Inquires into questions such as those noted above. The soul 
of man continues to search for answers, but the conclusion is usually 
incomplete and unsatisfactory. 

Islam, on the other hand, guides humanity from the beginning of 
their journey, through this transitory life, and to the final destination 
in the Hereafter. Ie provides comprehensive answers for thei curiosity 
to be at peace, by which they peacefully work towards ultimate 
success, Peace of the heart and mind is essential for people to be 
active and full of life, bur peace of the soul is certainly more precious 
because i brings ultimate satisfaction. 
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PEACE WITHIN A FAMILY 
A FAMILY UNIT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PART of human life. 
A family is the place where cach member finds refuge, 
support, and inspiration to live and work. If family life is disturbed, 
its members feel unprotected, each other’s support diminishes, a deep 
emptiness sets in, and overall life gradually begins to disintegrate. 
Love, peace, and tranquility are the most important ingredients to 
having a happy and prosperous family life. Sometimes even wealth, 
success, and fame fail to bring joy, and the tue taste of living together 
is not achieved, Even though some may not admit that life becomes 
miserable without a family, the fact is that life does become a miser- 
able human failure without a family, This becomes obvious when lone- 
liness begins to bring unbearable sufferings. 

In Islam, each member of a family is bound to each other to achieve 
the pleasure of the Lord and to perform his or her fair share of the 
duties prescribed by Islam, By fulfilling these great tasks, each member 
of the family unit maintains and enjoys peace, happiness, and 
prosperity. To bring peace in the family, Islam fully explains every 
duty and right of a husband to his wife and vice versa, of parents to 
their children and vice versa, and so on. Any violation of Islamic 
rules, regulations, and obligations by any member brings forth 
tragedy to the family, and every violator will be held accountable on 
Judgment Day 

In a family unit, itis not a choice, bur rather it is incumbent upon 
a husband to support and fulfill every justifiable and basic need of his 
wife. They both have to be loyal and faithful to each other and must 
safeguard their chastity to maintain each other's right and trust. One 
of the main duties of parents is to provide their children with a solid 
Islamic education and to train them to become good, practicing 
Muslims. Similarly, children have equal, if not greater, duties co their 
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parents, which, if neglected, earn the irreversible wrath of the Lord, 
unless forgiven by the parents. For example, €ven Wey eyh foi 
a simple smile from children on seeing their she building blocks 
parents brings countless blessings from the Lord. #009. 
‘When each member fulfills his or her duties, the riery becomes ful 
entire family is strengthened and solidified, and of pee. 
peace, happiness, and prosperity prevail in the family. When each 
family, the building blocks of a society, is peaceful, the entire society 
becomes full of peace. ' ‘ 


PEACE IN SOCIETY 
N ADDITION TO PEACE IN THE FAMILY, through Islamic brother- 
hood, equality, justice, system of punishments, social welfare 
system, acts of direct and indirect worship, 
and the concept of accountability on Judge [A077 
ment Day, a society achieves complete and principles in their society 
everlasting peace. If Muslims do not imple- _ # abl divene rule of 
ment Islamic principles in their society to (Miia Beeches 
establish the divine rule of law, Islam disurbance. chor, lack 
should not be blamed for crime, distur *f/Aeterand properity, 
pane: chate lade of peace and proiperiy,, eset 
and unhappiness. 

The one who claims to be Muslim and fails to apply Islamic 
principles to his or her life or to she society at large is at fault, not 
Islam. It is a matter of face that those societies that implement such 
Islamic principles in their system enjoy the fruits of it. Those who 
abuse and exploit Islam to achieve personal agendas are the actual 
losers, not Islam or the way of life it prescribes. History is witness that 
not two long ago, faithful Muslims enjoyed an era of peace and pros- 
periry as they truthfully practiced Islam, Even to this day, wherever 
faithful Muslims practice Islam, they are enjoying the fruits of it. 
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PEACE IN THE WORLD 

Y ACHIEVING PEACE IN A MUSLIM FAMILY and society through 

Islamic principles, global peace can easily be achieved. Suffice 
it to say that Islam contains principles that, if fully and universally 
applied, result in national and international peace and prosperity. 
Having true knowledge of Islamic principles and having the sincerity of 
everyone, both Muslim and non-Muslim, are some of the prerequisites 
for world peace. 

After all, we are the creation of one single Lord, He is the One 
Who prescribed and extended to us all the system of life (Islam) thar 
is so perfectly fit for our nature and purpose. Why should we not 
benefit from it for the greater good of ourselves and simultaneously 
achieve workdwide peace? 


CHAPTER 3 


History of Islam 


HE HISTORY OF ISLAM is as old as the history of human- 

ae kind, Since Islam ¢laims to be the most appropriate form 

of guidance, the complete way of life, fit for human nature, 

and valid for all times, it must be as old as humankind. Many people 

believe that Islam came about in the sixth century C.E. If this were the 

case, then how can Islam claim to be the guidance for the first human 
to the last one? As I proceed further, this question will be answered, 

According to a Hadith-e-Qudsi (sacred hadith chat have a parti- 
cularly importane status because the message is from Allah 44, while 
the wording is that of the Prophet Muhammad (8), 

1 was a hidden treasure, (I) willed to be known: therefore, 1 
created everything. (Shamaa'il Tenidhi) 

“Everything’ means the entire universe and everything in it, 
including human beings. Among all other creatures, Allah % granted 
humans the status of ‘Best of All Creatures.” 

‘The first human being the Lord Almighty created was Adam “2, 
Adam *4 and his progeny were to become His vicegerents on the 
Earth. Initially, Heaven became the abode for Adam “S#; however, 
Adam soon began to feel lonely. Allah $& then created Hawwa “+! 
commonly known as Eve, the first woman and the second haman 
being. Amazingly, she was created from the left rib of Adam “® 
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Allah 3§ does whatever He wills because He is the All-Powerful. Allah 
YE created Adam “8! without parents; Hawwa 4+ was born 
without a female (mother); Isa “2, known as Jesus, was born without 
a male (Father). All of the above are clear signs of His power, 

‘Adam and Hawwa lived in Heaven, and Allah $§ permitted them 
to cat from wherever they wished, except from the tree prohibited co 
them, Iblis/Shayran (Satan) deceived them into eating from that 
prohibited tree. This did not amount to ‘original sin,’ a concept widely 
promoted in Western Christianity, but it was an innocent mistake. 
Because of this mistake, they could no longer live in Heaven. Allah 3% 
explains: 

‘Then Saran caused the nwo vo slip and gor them out of the place 
where they lived, and We said, "Get down, you will be enemies to 
one another, and now in the Earth shall be your dwelling. and 
provision for an appointed term.” * (Qur'an 2:36) 

Upon their exit from Heaven, Allah 4€ further said: 

-~get down from here, all of you! Then, if there comes to you 
from Me ‘guidance,’ whosoever follows My guidance shall have 
nothing to feat, nor shall they grieve. * And those who disbelieve 
and shall deay Our signs—they are to be the inmates of Hell, and 
therein they shall abide forever. © [Qué'sn 238-39] 

Adam “8! and Hawwa +4, the first couple and parents to all 
the people to come, were lost on Earth and separated from each other 
for a very long time, They were truly ashamed of their mistake in 
Heaven, for not abiding by the commandment of the Lord. Adam 
“84 fele guilty and wept profusely, asking For forgiveness, Thereafter, 
Allah 38 forgave him, and Adam “82! and Hawwa i! found each 
other and continued to live together. Gradually, the population of the 
world increased, and guidance began to come, as Allah 4 had stated 
on their departure from Heaven. 

As the population grew widespread and men learned the ways to 
live life on Earth, laws were needed to establish societies and solve 
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basic problems. An ideology was needed to satisfy humanity's natural 
curiosities abour their existence and to fulfill their natural desire to 
worship. To fulfill this need, the Almighty revealed His guidance 
Periodically, according to the need of the times and the level of 
peoples’ understanding, through His chosen individuals, known as 
prophets, From the ourset, that very guidance was Islam, and all of 
the prophets, including those people who chose to believe in them, 
were Muslims, With the teachings of the last Prophet Muhammad 
BH. the guidance was completed and perfected. Allah 4% officially 
chose Islam as the deen and on its completion stated: 

This day, I have perfected for you your religion and have 
completed My favor 10 you, and I have approved Islam as the 
religion for you. * (Quran 53} 

Some may ask, if these teachings were perfected in the form of 
Islam through Muhammad 28, what were the teachings of the previous 
prophets called? They were Islam, but in its incomplete form, Every 
prophet's deen (religion) was Islam; however, their sharia (the rules and 
commandments appropriate for their time, place, and need as revealed 
to them in their respective books) varied. (Quran #44} The major sharias 
came (0 be known as Judaism and Christianity, In Islam, the followers 
of those shrius ate referred tw as Ahle Kinib (People of the Book). 

Since the Creator and the One Who completed His guidance is 
One and the same, how could His message vary among the prophets 
when they were all sent by Him and towards the same creation? The 
basic beliefi—such as the belief in Allah 4€, His prophets, the 
unseen, teftaining from shirk and idolatry, worshiping Allah 3, life 
in the Hereafter, the Day of Judgmens, and belief in Heaven and 
Hell—were all the same as they are in Islam today. Every Muslim 
must declare that, 


...we believe in Allah and what has been sent down to us and 
that which was sent down to Ibrahim (Abraham) and Ismail and Is: 
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hag ([stac) and Yaqab (Jacob) and their offspring and what was given 
to Musa (Moses) and Isa (Jesus) and the other prophets from their 
Lord, We make no distinetion between any of them, in the matter of 
faith and ro Allah have we surrendered ourselves. ¢ [Quran 34] 


Furthermore, Allah 4§ reveals: 


And whosoever secks a religion other than Islam, it shall 
certainly noc be accepted of him; and in the Hereafter, he shall be 

of the losers. * [Qur'an 585} 

Allah 4 continued to send prophets, one after another, to all 
nations, giving them a fair chance to accept and believe. Written 
and/or oral guidance was revealed to almost all of them: some followed 
the message of their prophets, and some ignored it; some even killed 
their prophets, while some followed for a short period and then forgot 
the true teachings; and some completely altered the guidance after 
their prophets passed away. All hopes of those who continuously 
disregarded the sacred guidance and transgressed, mocked, and dis- 
respected the prophets were dismissed, whercupon Allah 4& sent His 
wrath. 'The following verses of the holy Qur'an explain this further. 

Surely, Allh chose Adam and Nub (Noah) and the progeny of 


Ibrahim (Abraham) and the progeny of Imran (Amgan) above all 
people of the world... # (Quran 3:38} 


And indeed We raised in every community a prophet to instruct 
them... # [Quay 686} 


And We did not send any prophet bur (to preach) in the 
language of his own people in order thar he might explain to them 
in clear terms (the commandments of Allah)... * (Quran 144] 

And mankind was bur a single community (in the beginning), 
then they began to differ among themselves... © (Qur'an 10:19] 

And surely We sent Nuh (Noah) cw his people, and he said, 
“©, my people! Worship Allah, you have no. god for yourselves 
hevides Him”... * [Quan 23:25) 


The nation of Nuh =), abou him, said: 
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He is not bur.a mad man... * (Qu'se 23:25) 
Nuh *®2! requested help from Allah 38 and said: 

He said, "O Lord! Help me, for they have denied me.” * {Qur'an 23:26) 
Allah 4& informed Nuh 2 about the great flood and said: 


‘Then we revealed to him, “Build an Ark before Our sight and 
by Our command”... * (Quran 2527) 

And recall when his Lord said ro him: “(O Abraham) Surrender!” 
He submitted: "I surrender myself to the Lord and Cherisher of all 
the worlds,” * And Ibrahim (Abraham) enjoined upon his sons and 
so did Yagab (Jacob), saying: “O my sons! Verily Allah has chosen for 
you this religion, so die not except as Muslims.” * (Qur'an 2151-182) 

And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) was tested by his 
Lord with regard to His certain commands, which he fulfilled in all 
entirety. Allah said: "Verily, I am going to appoint you leader for 
all mankind”... * (Qur'an 2:124) 

Surely! Ibrahim (Abraham) was a model of perfection, obedient 
to Allah and devoted exclusively ro the ruth. And he was not ar all 
of the polytheists. * (Qur'an 16120) 

And as to Lut (Lot), We gave him authority and knowledge, and 
We delivered him from the town whose people committed foul 
deeds, And surely they were a people most wicked and disobedient. * 

{Quéan 21.74) 

‘The People of Lut (Lot) denied the prophets. * {Qur'an 26-160] 

«We made subservient to Dawid (David) the mountains and the 
birds, so they all celebrated Our praise with him... * [Quéan 2179] 

‘And to Sulayman (Solomon). We made subservient the violent 
wind—that ir blew at his bidding to the land that We had 
blessed... * (Quan 2081) 

“Then we kept sending our prophets, one after the other... * 

(Quran 244) 
‘Then we sent Musa (Moses) and his brother Harun (Aaron), 
with Our signs and a clear authority to Pharaoh and his courtiers, 
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but they also became proud and stiff necked, and surely they were a 
headstrong and insolent people. So they said, “Shall we believe 
these ovo humans who are like us, while their people are our 
worshiping slaves.” So they denied both of them; they then were 
destroyed. And surely, We gave Musa (Moses) the Book that they 
might be guided aright. * {Qur'an 245-49) 

‘We made the son of Maryam and his mother (Maryam) a sign 
(of Que might) and settled them both on an elevated ground fit for 
abode with meadows and running springs in sight. * (Quran 25:50) 


And how many towns have We destroyed when they boasted of 
their prosperity, So these are their houses that have not been 
inhabited, after them, bur a litte: and (in the end) We alone ate 
inheritor. © (Quean 28:59) 

..s0 travel on the earth and see with your own eyes how exem- 

plary was the end of those who denied the prophets. * (Quran 16:36) 
‘Thus, all divine prophets, succeeding each other, delivered the 
guidance efficiently, but many prophets’ respective nations never fully 
submirted, and only some were somewhat successful. However, even= 
tally, their nations wene astray and their teachings were corrupted. 
Then came the time when the Final Prophet, the ‘Seal of the Prophet 
hood’, was born in Makkah, Arabia, roughly six centuries after the 
holy Prophet Ist (Jesus) 2. Since no prophet was to come after 

Muhammad $8, Allah $5 completed His guidance and made 

arrangements to safeguard it from human hands, as it had become 

mankind's habit t distorr heavenly guidance, Ac this point, | can say, 
with certitude, that Prophet Muhammad & is the perfection of all 
previous prophets, that the holy Qur'an is the perfection of all pre- 
vious scriptures, and that Islam is the perfection of all previous beliefs, 

as preached by the authentic prophets of Allah 45. 

‘The final guidance was conveyed to humanity through the Final 

Prophet, Muhammad (8, and complete success in its implementation 

was achieved during his lifetime. Tens of thousands of Arabs and 
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non-Arabs embraced Islam and were ready to take it across the globe 
and safeguard it at every cost. Within a short period, the world was 
not only introduced to Islam, but much of it came under its influence. 
‘The guidance, religion, and complete way of life—beginning with the 
first human being, Adam *8#!, and completed with the teachings of 
the Final Prophet, Muhammad 4%—have been embraced by billions 
of people. Currently, it is estimared that every fourth person in the 
world is a Muslim. Moreover, Islam is still che fastest growing religion, 
‘The history of Islam is lengthy, and only a compacted version is 
possible here. 

All of the prophets from Adam “82, the first man and the first 
human being to Nuh %), from Ibrahim (Abraham) to Is-haq 
(Isaac) S48 to Yagiib (Jacob) #2 to Yusuf (Joseph) S44 from Musa 
(Moses) “2! to Isa (Jesus) “2 from Ismail (Ishmael) Sco 
Muhammad (&, and those mentioned or not mentioned in the 
divinely revealed books: Taurat (Torah), Zaboor (Psalms), Injecl 
(Gospel), and the holy Qur'an, brought the same message, Le., Islam, 

He has decreed for you the religion which He had enjoined on 
Nuh, and which We have revealed to you, and which We enjoined 
‘on Ibrahim and Musa and fe saying: “Establish this very religion 
and be not divided therein”... © {Quan 4213] 

© (Que) prophets! Eat of the pure things, and do good deeds, 
Verily, 1 am the Knower of what you do. And assuredly, this religion 
of yours is but one religion, and Tam Lord and Cherisher of you 
all, so you should fear Me and Me alone, * (Qur'an 2851-82) 

follow the faith of your father Ibrahim, He (Allah), it is Who 
has named you Muslim before, and in this Qur'an as well your name 
is the same... * {Qur'an 22:78) 

(Look!) Ibrahim was not a Jew or a Christian, bur he was an 
upright Muslim aloof from all falschood, nor was he of the poly- 
theists. Surely, the nearest of mankind to Ibrahim are those who 
followed him and this Propher and the believers. And Allah is the 
patron of the believers. * (Qur'an 867-68) 
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‘They said: “What! When we are dead and become dust and 

bones, shall we then really be raised up again?” * [Qur'an 23/82) 

According to the teachings of Islam, Judaism and Christianity in 
their original form were valid only for their time and until the divine 

_. way of life, ic., Islam, was completed and per- 
poral zine fected. The central teaching. of every prophet 
and their books one was. about tawhid (Oneness of Allah 3%). All 
“of tm necesary ™% — eheie other teachings, e.g, laws of life and belief 

because they t00 . 

own byAlaise the Hereafter, surrounded this fundamental 

and were part of Hir belief and were later either incorporated into, 

srldence. modified by, or repealed by Islam. [Qui'sn 2154] 

Since then, every previous sharia and revealed book has been rendered 

null and void, Salvation is now possible only through Islam, To this 

effect, Allah 4§ reveals in the holy Qur'an: 

And whosoever secks a religion other than Islam, it shall 
certainly not be accepted of him; and in the Hereafter, he shall be 

cof the losers. © (Que'an 3:85) 

If Islam were a different religion and/or if it were invented by 
Muhammad 8 in the sixth century C.E., it would have been 
unnecessary to recognize any prophet, let alone all of chem, before 
Muhammad 238 and any other book before the holy Qur'an. In fact, 
Islam makes belief in previous prophets and their books one of its 


necessary tenets because they too were sent by Allah 4 and were part 
of His guidance. Since they are a part of Islam, Muslims must 
recognize them and their authentic teachings. 
cach one believes in all sincerity in Allah and His angels and 

His books and His prophets (and they proclaim), “We discriminate 

not against any of His prophets”... * (Quran 2285) 

The laws and commandments brought by the previous prophets 
were either erased from human history or were corrupted with 
human intervention. A new set of divine laws and ordinances was 


needed to replace those that had been tampered with. Therefore, 
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Allah 4§ finally and once and for all completed His guidance 
through the teachings of Prophet Muhammad {% and the holy 
Qur'an, Allah $€ formally and officially approved Islam, and from 
now on salvation can only be achieved through Islam. 

The ‘guidance’ and teachings had to be completed and perfected 
with Muhammad $8 because no other prophet was to come after 
him, The need for heavenly guidance was now fulfilled; Allah $& 
assured the safeguarding of the holy Qur'an from human hands, 
‘Now, even the last soul that will come into this world can be guided 
through it and can prepare for ultimate success. 

The holy Que'an is the final set of commandments from the 
Almighty and contains the complete way of life, From the day of its 
first revelation to the day it was completed, Allah 4& has protected 
and preserved the holy Qur'an in its original form, Not even a single 
vowel or letter has been omitted, added, or changed since its revelation 
some fifteen centuries ago. This is so and will continue to be until the 
end of time because the Lord has taken the responsibility of its preser- 
vation upon Himself, Allah $€ reveals: 

Verily, it is We Who have revealed this discourse (Qur'an), and 

verily We are its Guardian. * (Quran 159) 

‘The ordeal that began after Prophet Muhammad 28 declared his 
prophethood in Makkah, Arabia, when the first verse of the holy 
Qur'an was revealed to him by Allah $& through the Archangel 
Jibra'il (Gabriel) 2), and he BS was commanded w spread the 
message of Islam, is a subject that requires a separate book, 

During the rwenty-three years before the divine mission was 
completed, how much sacrifice was exacted from Prophet Muhammad 
&& and his companions! How they were persecuted, exiled and boy- 
cotted, How much resistance, difficulty, and suffering they endured 
at the hands of the Quraysh, the Arab tribe living in Makkah, How 
many battles they had to fight ro survive, incurring injury and death, 
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What price they paid to safeguard their newly acquired faith. How 
Muhammad 8 managed to deliver the guidance to his followers and 
to lead them in the right direction, keep them united and steadfast, 
and practically implement Allah's 4& guidance by forming treaties 
and alliances with other tribes, training his companions to take Islam 
across the globe, and successfully fulfilling all of his obligations, These 
are all aspects of Islamic history that require lengthy discussions, but as 
much as I wane to discuss these topics, they are not the actual purpose 
of this book. 

‘The truc followers of Islam, the companions of the Propher 3 
and others thereafter, carried the message to every comer of the globe, 
The message of Islam, coupled with the character of its followers, 
amazed everyone who wimessed it. They had never seen such a 
complete, simple, and encompassing belief system combined with the 
humbleness, sincerity, and truthfulness of its loyal followers. Many 
naturally became attracted to Islam and embraced it. Within a short 
period, Islam grew rapidly throughout the world and brought people 
of diverse backgrounds under one umbrella. 

It is quite astonishing to know that today, even when so many 
people are misinformed about Islam, either because of negative 
campaigning by some, the misbehavior of some Muslims, or other 
reasons, Islam remains the fastest growing religion in the world. I am 
hopeful that on finishing this book, the reader will satisfy his or her 
curiosity as to why [slam continues to grow with such speed. 

Some important ficts abour the history of Islam from the time of 
Prophet Muhammad 28 are mentioned below to increase the reader's 
knowledge. 

Prophet Muhammad 3% was born in 571 C.E. in Makkah, 
Arabia, His father's name was Abdullah, and his mother was Amina. 
His father passed away before his birth, and his mother passed away 
when he was six years old. His grandfather then became his caretaker. 
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Upon his grandfather's death, when he was about eight years old, his 
uncle Abu Talib lovingly cared for him for a long time. His genealogy 
is traced back to Propher Ismail ®4), the first son of Prophet Ibrahim 
(Abraham) 2. There are no other prophets amongst the descendents 
of Ismail “2 except Prophet Muhammad 8, while many great and 
distinguished prophets descended from Prophet Is-haq (Isaac) %2, 
the second son of Ibrahim 2. 

Prophet Muhammad's uncle, Abu Talib, witnessing special 
qualities and characteristics in him, took extra care in his upbringing. 
He never left him home alone, even when going away on business 
trips. His uncle never forced him to worship idols, even though the 
majority of Arabs were idolaters, Just within the confines of the Ka'ba 
in Makkah, three hundred and sixty different idols were stored and 
worshiped. Prophet Muhammad 8 never went near idols to 
worship them, even in his childhood. He truly hated idol-worship, 

Having acquired experience in trade in the company of his uncle 
and after a few business trips abroad, Muhammad && carned respect 
for his unparalleled honesty and integrity, as well as for his extra- 
ordinary demeanor. Makkans, witnessing his high moral character, 
awarded him the tide of '‘Sddig’ (truthful) and ‘Ameen’ (trustworthy). 
‘On one occasion, he took abroad a merchant caravan of a wealthy 
Makkan lady, Khadija 2%, and earned extraordinary profits for 
her goods, Upon hearing of his honesty, ethics, and the entire account 
of his trip from her slave who accompanied Prophet Muhammad &, 
she sent him a marriage proposal. 

Through arrangements made by his uncle, Abu Talib, he was 
married ar the age of pwenty-five to the Honorable Khadija (270%, who 
was forty years old and a widow. Contrary to the belief of many, he 
did not marry her for any selfish reasons or utilize her wealth to 
achieve his goals. Moreover, her wealth was not a factor in declaring 
his prophethood, which came fiftcen years later, when he was forty 
years old, Nevertheless, it did allow him much free time to meditate 
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and remain secluded in a cave on a nearby mountaintop. His wife was 
always supportive of him and stood by him all the time, When 
Muhammad 8% declared his prophethood, she, with full confidence, 
became the first person and woman to recognize him as the Prophet 
of Allah, and she wholeheartedly embraced Islam. 

While he was meditating in the cave known as Hira, Allah revealed 
the first few verses of the holy Qur'an through the Archangel Jibra’Tl 
“82. In those verses, Prophet Muhammad % was commanded to: 

Recite! In the name of your Lord, Who created all. * Created 

man from the clot of congealed blood. * Recite! And your Lord ix 

the Most Bountiful. © Who caught writing by the pen. * Taught 

man what he knew not... * [Qur'an %e1-5] 

Later, Allah $& commanded Muhammad && to begin calling 
people to Islam, and Allah promised co protect him and to make him 
succeed in his mission. Although he faced resistance from the same 
people who called him Sédig and Ameen, he continued to convey the 
message as revealed to him by Allah $& with confidence, dedication, 
and commitment. Muhammad @& called upon his people to recognize 
the Oneness of Allah and co give up the centuries’ old worship of idols, 

To the tribe of Quraysh, idol worship was not only a ritual, but it 
was also a profitable business opportunity, as they earned much 
income from pilgrims coming to Makkah to worship idols and to buy 
and sell goods. Thus, the need to resist the Prophet and his teachings 
was obvious. 

Inidally, only a handful of people joined him, but with steadfast- 
nexs and determination he continued to preach even under the harshest 
conditions. Prophet Muhammad %, his extended family (some of 
whom had not yet embraced Islam), and the new Muslims were 
subject 10 economic and social boycort and were forced to leave their 
homes for a nearby valley, Shaib abi-Talib, They lived there for three 
years under severe circumstances; however, this did not weaken their 
resolve, The economic and trade sanctions against them were lifted 
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when termites chewed up the document of sanctions drawn up by the 
Quraysh, This event brought shame to the Quraysh, for misbehaving 
with their own community members. 

Meanwhile, the Muslim community slowly increased and 
strengthened, even as the resistance and savagery of the non-believers 
became widespread, Those believers who could not persist were 
ordered by the Prophet 4% to migrate to Abyssinia (contemporary 
Ethiopia). Muslims met with favorable conditions there and earned 
the favor and compassion of the Christian King Al Najashi, who on 
learning about Islam and its Prophet, recognized the divinity of Islam, 
as Allah 3% had revealed it previously to Prophet Isa (Jesus) 82, 

‘The Muslims who remained in Makkah continued to suffer pain 
and hardship at the hands of the disbelievers. Soon after, a year of 
grief came upon the Prophet 8, as two of his great supporters and 
family members, his wife Khadija (2% and his uncle Abu Talib 
passed away, making his task harder, Now, his life was in greater 
danger from the Makkan chiefs, because they had feared and 
respected Abu Talib. Upon his death, all che Makkan chiefs united to 
prevent the Prophet 8 from continuing with his mission, even if 
they had to take his life. 

It was within this period of grief and hardship that the Prophet £28 
was summoned to meet Allah $& in the heavens. The journey, known 
as ‘ira wal Mini, cook place within a very short period of the night. 
In the company of the Angel Jibra’il %, he first visited Masjid-c- 
Aqsa in Baitul Mugaddas (Jerusalem) and then ascended to the 
heavens. Among other things, the purposes of this miraculous journey 
were to bring him relief, uplift his morale, strengthen his resolve, 
show him the heavens, and make him an eyewitness to Allah’s 
and majesty, and give him the honor of meeting Allah 3 in pe 
which was not given to any other prophet. There, he was assured of 
his prophetic success and was given the gift of sali (the five daily 
prayers of worship), which every adult Muslim is obliged to practice 
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Resisting the abuse and persecution of the Quraysh had now 
become unbearable, and thus the Prophet permitted more of his 
followers to migrate to Madinah, a city some four hundred kilometers 
northeast of Makkah, where he would join them in the near future 
when commanded by Allah 48. Muslims making their way safely out 
of Makkah angered the disbelievers who then increased their 
persecution, The Makkan chiefs unanimously decided to attack the 
Propher {8 in his sleep, but Allah 45 informed the Prophet @& and 
granted him permission to migrate, The Prophet 8 left for Madinah, 
leaving his cousin, Ali 85, who would later become his son-in-law, in 
charge of his affairs and dirceted him to sleep in his place that night 
and then to join him in Madinah at a later time. 

He traveled with the Honorable Abu-Bake Siddiq 44, his closest 
companion and the first adult male to embrace Islam. The Makkans 
followed after them bur could not reach them, After travelling for 
about five hundred kilometers in the excruciating desert heat for fifteen 
days, they safely arrived in Madinah, where many anxiously awaited 
him, Out of their respect and honor for him, he was greeted with a 
grand celebration, This Hijnt (migration of the Prophet (8) marked the 
beginning of the Islamic lunar calendar and the second phase of Islam, 

In Madinah, the Prophet 2% established a common brotherhood 
among the believers: berween the Ansir, the Muslim residents of 
Madinah. and the Muhajireen, the migrant Muslims, He drew up 
treaties with local cribes and with the followers of the Jewish faith 10 
evexist in peace and harmony, with toleration and understanding, 
With a sigh of relief, he established the Muslim community on the 
solid foundations of Islam, according to the continuous revelations 
from Allah $8. The Muslim community grew and prospered due 10 
the hard labor of the migrants and with the unprecedented 
cooperation and show of selflessness of their Ansir brethren. The haly 
Prophet & established a masjid in Madinah to be the center for this 
newly formed nation of believers. 
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On the other hand, the Makkans were in despair at having failed 
to destroy a handful of poor and disadvantaged people, but, 
unbeknownst to them, Muslims were truly blessed by the Almighty, 
Who allowed them to succeed, become strong, sustain themselves, and 
disseminate Islam throughout Arabia. The Makkans ran amok and 
looted the belongings and properties the emigrants left behind. They 
conspired with the local tribes of Madinah to weaken the Muslims. 
‘They sought alliances to wage war against Islam and Muslims. Although 
the Muslims had left the city of Makkah, the Makkans never let the 
Muslims live in peace in Madinah, and they never left the Muslims 
alone to practice their religion. 

After almost fifteen years of suffering persecution at the hands of 
the Quraysh, Allah 4§ finally granted Muslims permission two defend 
themselves and fight back against their enemies. Many small and full- 
seale battles were fought where Muslims, though outnumbered, were 
overall victorious. At this point, both parties were ready to sign a peace 
treaty and agreed to ten years of peace. This period of peace gave 
Muslims a chance to focus on other matters, such as strengthening 
themselves to deal with other tribes and powers in Arabia and to take 
Islam beyond the Arabian borders. 

The relative peace allowed Muhammad &% co send letters via 
emissaries inviting the Roman, Persian, and other emperors to adopt 
Islam [Appendix III]. He was also able to deal extensively with the 
hidden mischief of the hypocrites living among the Muslims, As 
Islam continued to grow and gain strength, every existing empire 
became aware of it, Moreover, the revelations of the holy Qur'an 
accelerated, Uniform codes of conduct, family life, personal and 
public affairs, economy and social welfare, civil and criminal justice, 
and conducting war and establishing peace were revealed to Muslims 
Simultaneously, the Prophet 2% appropriately implemented divine 
laws among the Muslim community of Madinah and throughout the 
nearby lands. 
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When the Makkans and their allies breached the Treaty of 
Hudaibiya, the Muslims prepared to march towards Makkah. They 
then conquered Makkah without spilling a drop of blood. Muhammad 
&% became a conqueror, but being a prophet of mercy, he forgave all 
Makkans, even his sraunchest enemies. He issued a general amnesty 
and pardoned everyone, whether they embraced Islam or not. Allah's 
45 promise 10 His Prophet % and the Muslims came true. They 
entered Makkah as victors, when just ten years before they had been 
forced to leave their homes, belongings, and everything they had in 
order to find refuge so they could uphold their beliefs and for the love 
of their Propher 3B. 

Muhammad % showed unequivocal generosity that has yet to be 
duplicated. As a result, tens of thousands embraced Islam without any 
swords raised, without fear of death, without any killings, and withour 
any compulsion, Those who were willing (0 give up anything to 
destroy Islam now became its defenders and joined other Muslims in 
spreading the message of Islam from Makkah and Madinah to every 
corner of the world. 

The Prophet 8 rerurned to Madinah to remain there for the rest 
of his life among those who once did him great favors, the Ansar. Soon 
thereafter, the holy Qur'an was completed when at the Last Sermon, 
‘on the occasion of Hajj, Allah 46 revealed co Muhammad 3% that, 

this day, | have perfected for you your religion and have 
completed My favor to you and I have approved Islam as the 

religion for you... * (Quéan 5:31 

‘The Prophet passed away at the age of 63, leaving the respon- 
sibility of taking Islam to every corner of the world to his Companions 
and fo subsequent generations of Muslims. Abu-Bakr Siddiq 
became the first Hhalife (caliph) of the Muslim wnmah (community). 
The holy Qur'an and the holy sunnah (the way of the Prophet 8) 
became the beacon of light for the Muslim ummah. Cennuries later, 
Islam still shines brightly, spreading its rays of guidance to enlighten 
those who come in its way, 


CHAPTER 4 


THE LORD ALMIGHTY 


WHO Is ALLAH 44? 

‘Allah’ $& is the proper and personal name of the Almighty, the 
Lord and Creator, Who created the universe and everything in it, 
including us human beings. The Lord, the Almighty, was not named 
‘Allah’ $& by any human being or by any Muslim. He introduced 
Himself to us by this name, ‘Allah’ 4%. The first verse of the holy 
Qur'an and the first Cardinal Article of Faith testify to this, 


os gia 
EDPYOA 
BISMILLA HIR-RAHMA NIR-RAHIM 
In the name of Allah, the Most Compassionare, the Most Merciful 


Note: Muslims recite this whenever they begin to do anything and 
everything. They invoke the name ‘Allah’ 3 to include His blessing, 
mercy, and assistance with what they undertake, whether itis major or 
minor; thereby, avoiding the interference of Satan and his evildoings. 
This bears wieness thar Allah’ 4 is His proper name. 
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he 71%, oe 8 poe 
CI abinadl 
AL-HAMDU-LILLAHI RABBIL-ALAMIN, 
All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds 
Note: This is the first verse of the first surah (chapter) namely 


Surabe-Fatiha (The Opening Chapter), with which the holy Quran 
begins. Here, the Almighty introduces Himself to us as ‘Allah’ 36. 


sibs e cee ou Che We 
abl SSSA AY 
LA TLAHA ILLALLAHU, MUHAMMADUR RASOLULLAH 
“(There is} no deity but Allah, Muhammad is the Prophet of Allah” 


Note: To remain faithful (Muslim) or ¢0 enter into Islam, one 
must verbally declare this Aalémah (declaration) of faith, certify it 
by heart, and have unshakeable belief in its truthfulness. 


Countless other verses show that “Allah” 4 is His proper name as 
He Himself revealed it to us. Allah $§ also revealed that He has 
many attributes or qualities, which are known as the 99 Beautiful 
Names of Allah 3§. We should call Him either by His proper name 
‘Allah’ 4S or by any of His attributive names. Since ‘Allah’ 4 is the 
name of His personal being and comprises all the meanings of His 
attributes, it is preferable to call Him ‘Allah’ 4§. Simply uttering 
‘Allah’ 4€ brings many blessings and brings you closer to Him. 

Allah 4 revealed to Prophet Muhammad @%, “I was a hidden 
treasure and willed co be manifest, so I created what I created” (Shama! 
Tumaihi), He alone ereated everything and everyone. To begin the 
process of creation, Allah 4& first created the nur (light) of Muhammad 
from within His muy (Al Muwshibu Ladunnnab), Allah $& created angels 
from that mur as well. The jinns were created from fire, and Shaytin 
belongs co this category. Allah $5 created man from earthly soil, and 
science confirms that the elements found in the human body are also 
found in earth, 
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Unlike the birth of other humans, the creation of Adam, Hawwa 
and of Isa (Jesus) 5, as explained before, are all signs of Allah's 45 
power of creation, Allah 4 blessed Maryam (Mary) *4 and 
miraculously bestowed on her a son, Prophet Isa (Jesus) ®= without 
a father. This miraculous birth does not make Isa S22 His son, nor 
does it make Allah 4& his father. Allah $E is Wahid (single and 
alone), and everything else is His creation that serves Him, surrenders 
to Him, and worships Him. 

Allah 3& is free from parents and did not choose to have 
children. He has no partner who shares His being or His power. 
Allah $& is alone; He is One. Never did He beget. nor was He 
begotten. None is like Him, and He is not like anyone or anything, No 
one is equal to Him, No one interferes with Him or with His works, 
He does whatever He wills. His plans and words are unchangeable, 
No one questions Him, and He is not answerable to anyone. Allah 
BE gives life and causes death at its fixed moment. Allah 4& causes 
clouds to release water, wherever and whenever He wills, Allah 3§ 
merges the day into night and from the night brings out day. He set 
in motion celestial bodies that constantly travel on their fixed path for 
a fixed period. 

He is the All-Knower. Not a single leaf falls on the ground that 
escapes His knowledge. He knows the needs of His creatures very well, 
He provides for all and nourishes all, and no being is left out from 
His provisions, no matter where they are, whether that is beneath the 
earth, deep in the seas, high above the skies, or in places we cannot 
even imagine. Besides humans and jinns, none of His creations have 
free will. They all submit to Him; they all worship Him (in their own 
ways) and are busy in His remembrance. 

‘Only humans and jinns are given the unique ‘power of choice’ vo 
choose between the righteous path and the deviant one. Allah 3% is 
merciful and does not rake vengeance for His personal sake, but only 
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to make right or for the sake of justice. Allah $8 does not destroy any 
nation until He brings upon them His divine message and warnings 
and gives them ample time to follow and submit, No creature is able 
to see Him; yet, He sees all, Humans are not given the power to sce 
Him or the intelligence to conceive of Him, except through his divine 
message and guidance, What has been said above is but a summary of 
His introduction of Himself. To develop a better understanding, | 
quote the following from the holy Qur'an regarding Allah's 44 being: 
Say you (O My Prophet!), “He is Allah, the One,” Allah, the 


Independent (bur) on Whom all depend. He did not beget. nor was 
He begotten —No is there anyone equal to Him.” [Quran 1121-4) 


‘The following is a tafir (explanation) of a very famous verse, called 
Aayat-ul-Kursi (aayat ~ verse, kursi ~ throne). The words in paren- 
theses and boldface ate translations of the Qur’anic Arabic embedded 
within this unique explanation, 


AAYAT-UL-KURSI (Qur'an 2255} 

(Allah) Almighty is Self Existing, Self-Sustaining, He has 
existed for etemity, is the embodiment of all and every ourstanding 
quality, is free of all blemishes, alone is worthy of worship and 
(none) is (worthy of worship except Him) who has always 
remained (alive by Himself) is nor in need of oF reliant on anyone 
and will remain alive and in existence forever. 

He will never experience death and is Self-Sufficient and is (for 
everyone), for the entire universe (the Sustainer) and He alone is 
responsible for the wniverses’ affair, And (He does not feel 
drowsy) which is the precunor to deep because He never 
experiences tiredness of drowsiness, and therefore is also free from 
inactiveness which isa result of being tired or drowsy. 

(And) similarly (nor) does He (sleep) because while asleep the 
nerves of the mind are relaxed after which knowledge and compre> 
hension are rendered ineffective and become suspended, and the 
alertness and intelligence of sense become diminished. And it is 
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clear that for Allah Almighty these characteristics are impossible 
because He is the Inventor of this great universe and is responsible 
for maintaining its affiirs at every moment and every second, as 
there are changes happening at all times, that are occurring under 
His attention and with His knowledge. He is aware at all times of 
all things in their condition and is neither unaware nor asleep. 

(It is His and belongs to Him all that which is in the skies 
and on the Earth); all the creation in the skies and on Earth are 
His subjects and His property, and everything is submissive to His 
power and wish, (And who is it thar intercedes) for anyone (in 
His court except by His order). Allah Almighty’s greatness, high 
rank, and majestic attributes mean that without His permission no 
‘one can intercede in His presence. 

Allah Almighty (is aware) of (everything that is in) the past 
of those who live in the skies and on Earth and that which (has 
gone before), that is. all thar which*has occurred in the world’s 
affairs, (and) knows (everything that is to come) in the furure. 
Therefore, Allah Almighty is aware of both their past and furure, 
(and) those of this universe (cannot encircle) or enclose (any- 
thing) that is (in His knowledge) and which He is aware of 
(except by His own will). In summary, leave alone the knowledge 
of the entire universe, a tiny iota of Allah Almighty’s vast know- 
ledge is 100 difficult for a human to comprehend. Creavures only 
have the knowledge thar is given to them by Him, 

(Permission has been given by His throne), thar is, His 
knowledge...or His grearness...or His power and ownership...or 
by His magnificent, powerful, everlasting, and immense ercations 
that are below His kingdom but above the skies and is known as 
His throne; or whose reality no one except Allah Almighty is aveare 
of, whether in (the skies or on Earth). In other words, His 
knowledge, His magnificence, power, and wisdom or His beautiful, 
gracious, and magnificent creations who have encircled the skies 
and the Earth and whose compound has within it the skies and 
Earth, and which (He finds no difficulty keeping watch on 
both). Watching over the well-being of the Earth and skies docs 
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not tire Allah Almighty, bur in fact this caring is simple and very 
easy for Him. He is the Sustainer and Caretaker of all things, He 
docs what He wills, His intention is fiem, and that which He 
intends, He definitely makes it happen. 

And why should not this be so because He is dominant and 
‘overpowering over all things, and (He is) above all matters (mighty 
and superior). magnificent, and exalted in His recognition, and 
this one revealed verse known and recognized as Aayatul-Kursi Is 
more clevared and greater than any other verse of the Qur'an, 


In the following verse, Allah 4 describes Himself through a 
metaphor of blessed light. 

Allah is the light of the heavens and the Earth. The likeness of 
His light is as a niche wherein is a lamp; that lamp is in (a chandelier 
of) glass: the chandelier is as a star glittering like a pearl, lit from a 
blessed olive tree, neither eastern nor western, whose oil is most 
luminous, even though no fire touches it, (This) is all light upon 
light! Allah guides unto His light whora He wills... © (Quan 2435] 


He is Allah, besides Whom there is none to be worshiped, 
Knower of everything hidden and open. It is He—the Most Com- 
passionate, che Moxt Merciful. He is Allah—besides Whom there is 
none 1 be worshiped, the Sovercign of all, the Most Holy, the 
Bestower of peace, the Giver of security, the Guardian over all, the 
Estcemed One, the Mender of broken hearts, the Exalted in might. 
Glory be ro Allah, He is far above what they associate with Him. He 
is Allah, the Creator of all, the Maker of all, the Fashioner of all. His 
are the mst Beautiful Names. Whatever is in the heavens and the 
earth glorifies Him, and itis He, the All-Powerful, the All-Wise. © 
(Qur'an 59-22-24) 
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HE BELIEP IN THE “ONENESS OF ALLAH % TS CENTRAL to 
Isham, and all other beliefs revolve around [ir]. However, it is 
not simply a matter of belicf, but of firm conviction. Even though 
Allah $8 is hidden and invisible to the naked eye, He is clearly visible 
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to positive reasoning and common sense, Wherever we look and 
explore, we find a unified system and an immaculate work of definite 
calculations and precise movements. Allah's art of creation cannot be 
the work of more than one Lord, more than one Supreme Being, He 
has to be one; otherwise, there would bound to be a clash in the 
universal systems. There could not be natural symmetry, balance, and 
the existing fundamental similarities among creatures if there were 
more than one creator. Even human nature would have been divided 
and be concretely different in its most fundamental 
aspects, but since this is nor the case, it shows that gray disprove 
the Creator is one. If there were more than one god, His existence, 
various creatures, systems of life, and the very nature 
of humans would not only be very different, it confirming it, 
would be impossible to coexist for even.a moment. 

‘Thar is why all religions throughout human history, in one form 
‘of another, teach of one Supreme Being, one great God, even when 
some of them believe in lesser gods and goddesses. Experience shows 
that even people who claim to believe in no god, deep down in their 
hearts, believe that this phenomenal universe must be the work of a 
Supreme Being. 

Every field of science seems to accept that this universe and every 
thing in it are a creation of some supreme and powerful being, and the 
results of their research point in this same direction, ie, there isa 
supreme being, Some, intentionally or unintentionally, in their attempr 
to disprove the existence of a supreme being, ironically end up proving 
its existence or at least fail to deny its existence concretely. The more 
they try co disprove His existence, the more they end up confirming it 

Humans are naturally connected to the Creator. Hence, no matter 
how much they have forgotten Him, they still call on Him, especially 
when in need of help and when no else can help. They submit ro, 
Him whenever their power and intelligence fail and rerurn to Him 
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when there is no other place to go and no one else for whom to look 
or to whom to turn, This and many other experiences of daily life 
truly indicate thar a mighty Lord exists and that He is one and cannot 
be more than one, Every divine revelation professes this unity, as do 
all of our natural faculties. 

Iris nor just a matter of belief; it is a matter of face thar when we 
willfully and verbally declare the ‘Oneness of Allah’ 4% and recognize/ 
certify it by heart, we declare the truth and prepare to enter into 
Islam and return “home.” In Islam, tawhid (the Oneness of Allah 48) 
is the center of the Islamic belief system. The opposite of tawhid is 
shirk. Shirk is not forgivable sin, but it is forgiven only if Allah's 
Oneness is embraced, along with the rest of Islam in its entirety. The 
heavenly guidance from Allah 4& thar no one should commit shirk is 
clear, complete, and convincing, Thus, according to Islam, there is no 
other place for a mushrik (one who commits shirk), but eternal Hell, 

The concept of sawhid is thar Allah 4€ is one and has no 
partners. Shirk is to associate an idol or human with Allah's being and 
to relate someone or something with Allah as His partner, parent, son 
or daughter, to consider someone equal in power and in attributes or 
to believe someone has the personal power or ability to interfere or 
intercede in Allah's will or in His work, 

‘The main purpose of every prophet from Adam to 
Muhammad %, the Final Prophet, including but not limited to Nuh 
(Noah) 4, Ibrahim (Abraham) 2, Dawiid (David) “®#, Saleh 
4, Musa (Moses) 2, and Isa (Jesus) 8 was to prevent their 
people from committing shirk (polytheism). ‘They called upon their 
people to dechire the tawhid (Oneness of Allah 48), 10 condemn shirk 
and to abandon the worship of anything else besides Allah 48. In light 
of the prophets’ sacrifices, hard work, proselytizing under adverse 
conditions, and teaching people about Allah 48 and His Oneness, 
every punishment from the Lord is justified for those who continued 
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to commit shirk. Even today, this is a matter of real concern and man 
must refrain from shirk, if he does not want to 
eeccmeshed hice bier Phe 

‘The clear, divine revelations about the One- are ta be lowed. 
ness of the Lord and those revelations denying ered mpreted, 
the existence of any other god clearly conclude ur noe worshiped. 
that none is worthy of worship besides Allah $§, Worship tr due 
the Omniscient and Omnipotent Lord. To wor. “asnel.for 
ship anyone besides Allah 4 is another form of 
shirk. Muslims do not worship any prophet or associate prophets in 
Allah's worship in any way. Although che prophets are all chosen men, 
some are closer to Allah $§ than others, and Prophet Muhammad 
BB is che most beloved. Prophets, angels, saints, and others are to be 
loved, honored, respected, and remembered, but not worshiped, 
Worship is due exclusively for Allah $8. 

Islam, as taught by the beloved Prophet Muhammad #8, sums 
up the description of the Almighty. Allah $& is the Lord, the Crearor, 
the Omnipotent, the Omniscient, the Omnipresent, the Sustainer, 
and providence is only from Him, Only Allah $& is Exernal. He gives 
life and takes it away, forgives sins and punishes wrongdoers; He is 
All-Knowing, and nothing is hidden from Him. Therefore, Allah 3 
is the only one worthy of worship. 


ALLAH 4% LOVES HIs CREATION 

wan 4é CREATED EVERYTHING IN THE BEST MANNER and 
A according to its purpose, Each creature lives by natural rules 
and plays specific roles set forth by Allah $8. As such, He provided 
creatures with everything necessary to fulfill their purpose, Since 
human beings have a higher purpose, He endowed them with free 
will, intelligence, morality, common sense, etc., and He created them 
in His own image. To be created in His image does not mean that 
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He looks like man, but that humans have been endowed with His 
qualities in accordance with their capacity and ability (Qur'an 30:30] . No 
other creature has been bestowed with this honor. How can all this be 
devoid of ‘love’? 

We apparently love what we make with our own hands, even 
though we are nor creators of anything. We simply put together what 
is provided to us as raw material by Him, Since we love what we 
make, He must love us more, because He made us the best among 
His creatures, How is it possible for us to achieve the purpose of our 
life without His caring and love? 

In the very beginning of the holy Qur'an, Allah 4 reveals 
Himself as Ar-Ruhma “the Most Compassionate’ and Ar-Rahimt “the 
Most Merciful,” How can He be compassionate and merciful without 
love? He could have chosen His other attributes at this place to 
introduce Himself, but He chose Ar-Rahmuln and Ar-Rahim precisely 
to show His love and mercy. 

Since we are His creatures, however much love we need from Him 
comes unconditionally. We do not have to do anything special to 
receive this love; everyone gets it equally. When we require more love 
and compassion from Him, we have to go out of our way and beseech 
His mercy, and then work hard and strive to become eligible for it. 
Certainly, our Lord is full of love for His creations. Besides being Bene- 
ficent, Compassionate, Merciful, He is A Wadud, The Most-Loving, 
Many other artributes of our Almighty Lord also reflect His love for us. 

He knew definitely that in this world we would commit sins, 
therefore, in the holy Qur'an He says: 


‘And ask for forgiveness from your Lord; then bow down towards 
Him; without a doubt my Lord is truly Forgiving and profoundly 
Loving, © (Qu’sn 11.90) 


When He warns us, itis to our own benefit. When He mentions 
His absolute power and comprehensive majesty, He simultaneously 
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reveals Himself to profoundly love all of His creatures, Although He 
has power to do anything He wills, He prefers to love us. He reveals 
in the Qur'an: 
Without a doubs your Lord's hold is quite severe. Without a doubt, 
He creates the first time and He is to do it the second rime around, 
And He is All-Forgiving and Most-Loving, the owner of the magni- 
ficent Throne; the Docr of whatever He wills. * (Quran 85:12:16) 
The Qur'an also tells us that Allah 4 loves: 
© Those who do good {Qur'an 2195 a 4143], 
* The repentant and the pure [Qur'an 2222), 
© Those who are mindful (of Him) [Quran +76), 
* Those who love Him and follow Propher Muhammad [Qur'an 4:31), 
* Those who are good (Quran 4184) 5:1 5:93), 
© Those who patiently persevere (Qur'an $146}, 
* Those who trust in Him (Qur'an 8199), 
Fair judges (Quran $42), 
= Those who are mindful (of their obligations) (Qur'an 94 8 9-7), 
* Those who make themselves pure (Quéan 9108), 
© Those who believe and do what is morally right (Qur'an 1:96), 
* Those who are evenhanded (Quran 499), 
® The tolerane (Quran 60.8), and 
© Those who fight in His cause in tight formations (Quran Gl), 
In addition t these Qur’anie testimonials co Allah's 45 love for 
us, numerous sayings of Prophet Muhammad $8 bear witness that 
Allah 3S loves us. 


‘The Prophet of Allah said: “Allah, the Blexsed and exalted, said: 
‘My love is obliged for those who love each other in Me, and those 
who sit with each other in Me. and those who visit each other in Me, 
and those who give to each other generously in Me,” 

(Ab Mowe of Tonann Malik, Avdiah 419.51) 

‘The Prophet said that Allah Himself said, “My servant draws 
closer 10 Me through the religious duties 1 placed upon him. My 
servant then continues to draw closer to Me with voluntary (good 
actions) until love him. When I love him, 1 become his cats that 
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he uses to hear, his eyes that he uses co see, his hand that he uses to 

hold and his foot thar he uses for walking, If he then asks Me for 

anything, I would surely grant it to him, and when he asks for My 
protection, I will surely give it to hi [Hadith-c-Quebsi) 

Still further, Prophet Muhammad % informed us that Allah 45 
loves those who practice abstinence in the world and those who are 
Allah-conscious, free from want, and hidden from the view of people, 

A man came and said: °O Prophet of Allah, direct me to a deed 

for which f shall be loved by Allah and by people when I have done 

it.” He replied: “If you practice abstinence in the world, Allah will 

love you, and if you abstain from people's possessions, people will 

love you.” [Ab Tirmnidhi, Aedish #1950) also wansmicved by Thm Majah) 


Allah's Propher said: “Allah loves the servant who is Allah- 
conscious and is free from wane and is hidden (from the view of 
people.” (Muslien, Aadieh #1384) 

The message of Allah's 4% love that is to be found in Islam, both 
in the Qur'an and in the sayings of Prophet Muhammad @&, is clear 
and unmistakable, Allah 3€ is The Loving, full of loving tenderness. 
He is The Most Compassionate, enveloping us in a womb-like 
protection and throwing out to us a rope of salvation whenever we 
start to stray. He is The Most Merciful, full of mercy to the believers. 
merciful to all people, and His mercy extends over all things. 

On the Day of Resurrection, His mercy to His servants will be 99 
times that of all the mercy that all of creation has ever shown to each 
other, He is also The Forgiving, and He loves to forgive us and will 
continue to forgive us as long as we ask for forgiveness and repent 
sincerely. He is ever ready to run towards us if we will just take a few 
steps towards Him, This is the Islamic concept of Allah, 

Allah 3€ naturally endowed us with common sense and other 
qualities to find, connect, and relate co Him and to worship Him, It 
would be quite difficult had He not done thar for us, He helped us and 
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saved us from the hassle and pain of trying to discover Him ourselves, 
This is another sign of His love for us. 

Allah 3& sent prophets, one after another, to rightly guide and 
teach us how to work towards achieving ultimate success. He revealed a 
complete system of life through divine books, so we can know what is 
good and bad for us in this life and in the Hereafter. He equipped us 
with every faculty necessary to explore, know, and utilize His bounties 
in order to be thankful to Him and to achieve the purpose of this life. 

He created love and affection in us so that, for example, parents 
can raise their children, children can care for their parents, husbands 
and wives can live happy, peaceful and productive lives, and other 
happy relationships could be established. 

Nothing could be possible without His love. Now, that love requires 
us to understand our Master, to know Hii 
guidance, to recognize His being, to worship Him properly for His 
pleasure, and to thank Him for what He has granted us and what He 
ultimately wishes to give us: success in the Hereafter. 

Where else do we find a Lord Who rewards us for treating 
ourselves well? Before requiring us to fulfill our obligations w Him, 
He directs us to fulfill our duties to each other. When true believers 
fulfill their duties to other human beings for His pleasure, He 
considers it worship of Himself and fully rewards them, too. Even the 
activities that are part of direct worship bring unlimited benefits to 
the worshiper and not to Allah $8. Where else do we find such a 
Lord? Nowhere, but He Himself is the One and Only. 

“The ‘lords," ‘masters,’ and ‘bosses’ of this world demand personal 
service and favors before doing favors for us, but nor the Lord of all 
lords. He is there to give and docs not take anything in return for 
Himself, That Lord is Compassionate, Merciful, and Just. Islam 
requires its followers to invite others to Allah 4% and to His way, It 


to properly follow His 
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wants people to recognize that fact, so they coo can become His true 
servants and work their way to success, the ultimate success. 

Since it is human nature to attempt co perceive the Supreme 
Being, people ask numerous questions regarding His form and being. 
‘The following should give a well-rounded idea and understanding of 
Allah 3§, the Almighty Lord. 


Q&A ABOUT ALLAH 45 


1, WHAT IS THE GENDER OF ALLAH 46? 

Gender is for creatures, not for the Creator, Allah $& is free from 
any gender category or other classification. He is not like us of like any 
of His creations. Allah 4& is not male or female, He is the Supreme 
Being, above and beyond any gender categories. When we use a 
pronoun in place of Allah 4€, we use a masculine pronoun not to 
show that he is male, but as He Himself used it in the divinely 
revealed books. 


2. DOES ALLAH $6 KNOW OUR ACTIONS BEFORE OR 

AFTER THEY OCCUR? 

One of Allah's $& attributes is the All-Knower. He knows 
whatever is taking place and whatever will take place in the furure, 
including our actions and our intentions, His infinite knowledge 
covers everything from the beginning to the end, and even that which 
is certainly beyond our conception. 


3. CAN WE SEE ALLAH $5? 

We are not given the power to sce Him. If we could see Him, 
everyone would have automatically believed in His existence, and the 
whole purpose of having faith would have been invalidated. On the 
Day of Judgment, only the "Successful Ones’ will be able to see the 


ALLAH: THE LORD ALMIGHTY — 57 


Lord, and it will be a great disappointment and unimaginably painful 
for the faithless, the losers. nor to be able to see Him, even on that 
day, So close, yet so far! 


4. HOW DO WE KNOW IF HE IS PLEASED WITH ANY OF 
OUR ACTIONS? 

‘When we perform an action, a good deed, with the pure intent of 
pleasing Him and as per His instructions, we should have unshakeable 
belief thar Allah $& is pleased with our action. The truc satisfaction 
of heart and mind and an unexplainable contentment and joy felt 
within the soul indicate acceptance of that good deed and that it has 
earned the pleasure of Allah 4. For example, a simple smile on our 
parents’ face, a thumbs-up gesture from our coach, or a handshake 
with our boss is a sign of contentment and joyful victory. An indication 
of Allah's 48 acceptance of our good deeds is felt within our soul and 
shows up brightly on our faces. 


5, WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES THE BELIEF IN THE 

‘ONENESS OF ALLAH’ 3& MAKE IN MUSLIMS? 

Belief in the Oneness of Allah $& causes undivided attention 
towards the Supreme Being when: submitting to His will, performing 
the acts of direct worship, following His commands, maintaining a 
spiritual connection, and being fearful and being accountable. This 
belief clears away confusion and satisfies the soul. Ie assures us that 
there is only one place from where we can find help, justice. and the 
fulfillment of our desires. It provides strength, confidence, a sense of 
belonging, peace of heart, mind and soul, hope, dignity, and 
unshakeable belief. 

Since Allah 4& is One, His message and guidance must also he 
one. The way of life prescribed by Him is also one, The unity of 
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Allah 4& brings unity to all, and the powerful energy that radiates is 
immense. The Unity of Allah is perfection, and anyone who comes 
close to this perfection finds absolute satisfaction. 


6. WHY DOES ALLAH $2 NOT HAVE CHILDREN? 

‘The short and simple answer is that Allah $§ does not need 
children, but this short and simple answer may not be satisfactory to 
all, so I will elaborate further. 

Having children is naturally a sign of weakness and ultimate 
recognition that a father/mother will eventually die and children will 
take over. A human father is naturally weak and eventually requires 
the help of a child to remain strong, A child fulfills the needs of his 
father who may suffer from many inherent deficiencies, or if a father 
is rich he needs a child to inherit his wealth and prolong his name or 
business. All these are signs of weaknesses. 

However, Allah 4€ is not weak, and He thus does not need 
children. All of His attributes are clear proof wo that effect. According 
to the biological process of reproduction, a male requires a female to 
have children. Allah 4 has never taken a female companion; 
therefore, He does not have children. 


CHAPTER $ 


The Need and Role 
of Prophets 


5 WE LEARNED EARLIER, ALLAH 4 willed to be known; 
A therefore, He created everything for Him ta be known. 
A creature, later to be called human, was a part of His 
will from the beginning and a part of the process of creation, It was 
also included in His will that humans be given a fixed time to live an 
earth and be granted free will and the power choose. They are 
taughe right from wrong and tested to see if they follow Allah's 4% 
will or their own will, Then, finally, on the basis of the results of their 
actions, they will be given permanent life in Heaven or Hell. All of 
this was included in His will from the moment “Allah willed to be 
known” and thereafter began to create according to His will. 
Only Allah $& knows how many millions of years later the time 
arrived to create Adam S#, the first human, Soon thereafter, it 
became necessary to send him and his wife Hawwa ci! co Earth, 


Eventually, the need arose to teach and guide humans, s0 they could 


distinguish right from wrong and choose to be successful; the process 


of teaching and guiding people had ro be undertaken, Thus, those 
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who had been chosen by Allah 4 to fulfill this grear task of teaching, 
preaching, and guiding humankind are the messengers and prophers 
of Allah 4. These people are among the best of humankind. 

‘At the time the father of us all, Adam 82, was created, every 
human soul that had to come to life on earth was also created. Allah 
RE assembled every soul and asked, “Am I not your Lord?” All 
replied, “Why not.” Allah 3& had knowledge thar they would soon 
forget this covenant upon reaching earth [Quran 7:172), Therefore, 
arrangements were made to teach, preach, guide, and 
remind people about the "Great Gathering’ to take coming 
place in the end, whete undoubtedly everyone will ac ini 
witness or at least feel His presence and be held 
accountable for their actions. 

However, had we remembered our reply to “Am I not your Lord?" 
we would be much better off. Had we remembered, how could we 
have done so much wrong in this life? How could we have gone astray? 
How could we now have denied the existence of Allah 48? How 
could we now have committed the sin of kufr (infidelity) and shirk 
(polytheism), and disobeyed His commandments? Had we remembered 
Allah 4& all along, why would we be tested? Had we remembered 
this, we would never have deviated from the righteous path, and 
acquiring success would nor have been a problem. Hence, there would 
have heen no need for prophets to teach, preach, and guide us, because 
we would know and remember Allah 4§, the Almighty, our Lord. 

As we came to live on earth and grew, we forgot the covenant we 
made with Allah S$ {Qur'an 967]. However, as soon as we depart 
from this life, we will come to realize it. Remembering our prior 
covenant with Allah 44 at the time of our departure from this life 
cannot bring us back to the beginning to fulfill our covenant, There is 
no coming back; it is either now or never. 


There is no 
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The essence of Islam is to believe in the unscen/metaphysical/ 
spiritual, which is invisible to the naked eye, but visible to positive 
reasoning, To believe in the unscen/hidden, it is necessary to receive 
Allah's 38 assistance, guidance, signs, and symbols that are evidence 
of His existence. We also need them to satisfy our curiosity and to 
provide answers to all of our questions, so we can confidently believe 
in the unseen, Each one of us, by ourselves, is unable to receive that 
guidance directly from Allah 9%, because if such were the case, 
nothing would remain unseen or hidden. 

‘Therefore, there was a need for someone to: receive guidance from 
Allah $€ and convey it to us, learn from Allah 4% and teach us, store 
Allah's 4& energy and energize our soul, and be enlightened by 
Allah’s $8 radiance and lift us from, the darkness of ignorance and 
bring us into the light of knowledge. These beings were to be trusted 
beyond any doubs, to be worthy and capable of this great deed, two 
relate to us and to the Lord Almighty at the same time, to remind us 
of our purpose and our destination, and to show us how to follow in 
their footsteps in a practical manner. 

Who can these exalted beings be? Could they be any other than 
those chosen by our Lord? No. Then, they are quite obviously His 
prophets and messengers. They came and fulfilled their duties with 
utmost diligence, selflessness, and steadfastness. Now, itis all up to us, 
because this lifetime is our only chance; we must use it or lose it. 

Adam “2! was the first prophet. Right from the beginning, he 
had to be the first one to teach the message of Allah 45 to his children, 
Later, other prophets came to every nation, one after another, to guide 
them and deliver the message of Allah 4. Finally, from among them, 
the last one was Prophet Muhammad 38. 
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All prophets were human beings, bur chosen ones, exalted among 
the people. They had to come from among humankind because if it 
were otherwise, they could nor relate to us, and we could not follow 
them. It would have become easy for us to deny them and their 
teachings, simply because we could say to Allah 4, “O Lord! How 
could we replicate their life, their sacrifices and their trials and tribu- 
lations, when we are just humans and they are different from us?” 

And if We had made the propher an angel, even then We 
would have made them (in the form of) a man, and thus We would 
have confused them in a matter wherein they are now confused. * 

[Quran 64} 

‘This is why the All-Knowing Allah 48 chose His prophets from 
among humans, so people can follow their example and emulate their 
lives, It was also necessary to give the prophets the power of miracles, 
so people who chose to believe in the prophets could have unshakeable 
faith in them, and those who chose to deny them would have no 
excuse on Judgment Day by saying that they could not verify them to 
be Allah's 4 prophets, Certainly, through prophets, Allah 4% 
completely conveyed His guidance to humanity. It is now our choice 
10 be righteous or to be evil, to be successful or to fail, and to live the 
eternal life in Heaven or in Hell. The burden to choose and act falls 
on us individually. No one else benefits or loses by what we choose 
for ourselves, Islam teaches us to choose wisely and for our own good. 

Allah 4 sent prophets from among their own people. They called 
their nations towards one Lord and explained to them the purpose of 
life on Earth, They taught them how co live and worship Allah 48, 
how to fulfill their duties to Allah 4€ and to their fellow humans. 
The prophets delivered to humanity whatever they were assigned and 


were required to do. 
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Allah 3§ required people, as a prerequisite, to have faith in His 
prophets and recognize them as beloved beings of Allah {Qur'an 4:80 & 
2.253]. Not a single prophet demanded anything in return from his 
people for the favor of conveying Allah's 4 guidance to them. The 
prophets did not seek monetary benefit, power, or adulation; instead, 
they sacrificed their time and energy, endured pain and suffering, and 
were humiliated to save their people from evildoings, grave sins, shirk, 
and being disobedient to Allah $5. 

As one prophet passed away, Allah 46 would send another one, 
According to a saying of the Prophet Muhammad @&, Allah 4% sene 
about 124,000 prophets. During their lifetime, the prophets and their 
followers suffered greatly at the hands of disbelievers, who many times 
forced them to leave their homeland or even killed them. However 
difficult the environment became, the prophets remained steadfast 
and never gave in or disavowed their divine obligations. 

As prophets passed away, their teachings were corrupted and in 
many cases purposely changed to legitimize the rule of the elites over 
the less fortunate. The truc believers always remained steadfast to the 
teachings of their respective prophet, and Allah $§ brought countless 
rewards and blessings upon those steadfast believers, In contrast, 
Allah's 4 wrath destroyed those who disobeyed prophets, so that 
furure generations and other narions would learn of their fate and 
avoid following their example. Whether or not people followed past 
prophets, Allah $& completed His guidance to humanity through 
His Final Propher 8. 

His Final Prophet 28 completed the divine guidance, He was t0 
be successful and fulfill his duties, and his nation would completely 
surrender to the will of Allah 45. His teachings would last forever. 
His people, language, holy book (Qur'an), teachings/practices and 
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sacred words would be preserved forever and would become the 
beacon of light and guidance for all humanity until the end of time. 
He is no other than Muhammad @, whose book is the Qur'an, 
whose teachings are Islam, and whose followers are Muslim. He 
testified to past prophets, recognized the authenticity of their revealed 
scriptures, cradicated shirk, and now forever rules over the hearts of 
his followers, leader of all prophets. 

Islam recognizes every prophet. In fact, denying or disrespecting 
any one of them is un-Islamic, because they are all Allah's prophets. 
All are dear to Muslims. Some among them are Adam 2, Idrees 
448! (possibly the same as Enoch), Nuh (Noah) %#, Hud 4, Saleh 
4%, Ibrahim (Abraham) 8, Isma’il (Ishmael) %#, Is-haag (Isaac) 
22, Yaqoob (Jacob) 2, Yusuf (Joseph) 4, Ayyoub (Job) 2. 
Shu'aib 4, Musa (Moses) 4, Harun (Aaron) 4%, Lut (Lor) @2%, 
Yunus (Jonah) “8%, Al-Ya'sa (Elisha) 2%, Zulkifl (Ezckicl) 88, 
Dawid (David) “2, Sulayman (Solomon) 2, Hlyas (Elijah) 2, 
Zakaria (Zachariah), Yahya (John the Baptist) 2, Isa (Jesus) 
“881, and the ‘Seal of the Prophethood,” Muhammad %. They are to 
be honored, loved, remembered, and respected to the extent that, 
when saying or writing their names, Muslims must attach proper 
attributes and salutations next to their names, such as shown above. 

The prophets’ main purpose was not to teach us what we could 
learn on our own, but what we could never comprehend by ourselves. 
When our intellect fails, the prophets’ teachings take charge, When 
our reasoning comes to a dead end, the prophets’ wisdom opens new 
dimensions for us «0 proceed forward. When our faculties fail, their 
teachings rescue us from the darkness of failure. Whenever we are in 
need of a model or an ideal, the best resource is Allah's $€ prophets, 
who are the best models and icons of wisdom. 
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The holy prophets came to connect us to the Creator, since we 
could not do it on the basis of our limited intellect. They came to tell 
us who the Lord is, since we could not fully know by ourselves. They 
came to teach us how to please the Lord because we could not find 
this out without the Lord telling us through them. They came to show 
us how to worship the Lord because we could not develop the system 
of worship by which the Lord could truly be pleased. They came to 
declare the Oneness of the Lord and stop us from committing shirk 
because we could nor have come to believe in one Lord by ourselves, 
‘The prophets came tw warn us abour the Day of Judgment and the 
trials of that Day because by the time we would have figured it out on 
our own, it might have been too late for us. 

The prophets informed us about ulal and hantm (permitted and 
forbidden), good and bad, virtues and sins, benefits and harm, rights 
and duties; and all other prescriptions and proscriptions, On our own, 
we would have reversed the entire system of life, misunderstood the 
whole idea of existence, misused the bounties of Allah 3, increased 
our spiritual diseases, put in place improper justice systems, and failed 
to achieve the ultimate success of the Hereafter. We needed help from 
the Lord, which came through His prophets. 

‘The prophets did nor come to teach us how to build skyscrapers, 
but to find peace and prosperity within simplicity. They did not come 
to show us techniques on becoming millionaires, but how 10 love our 
fellow human beings and share our wealth. They did not come to teach 
us how co make airplanes, but to uplift the suffering humanity, They 
did not come to give us ideas on how co explore outer space, but how 
to explore our inner self and discover Allah’s 4 great workmanship, 

None of what we could have learned, invented, explored, 
designed, manufactured, thought of, formulated, and discovered by 
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ourselves was on the agenda of any prophet. Eventually, we would 
naturally do these things as the need arose, and human history is 
witness that we did. 

Rather, the prophets informed us well in advance of whatever we 
were incapable of finding out on our own, They fulfilled their duty of 
guiding people, and they are not responsible for anything beyond 
that, They will not be questioned for our wrongdoings, bear the 
burden of our mistakes, and suffer for our kur (infidelity), shirk 
(polytheism), and deviation from the righteous path. They are already 
the chosen ones, the rewarded ones, and the blessed ones. They have 
done their job well and have nothing to lose. 


CHAPTER 6 


The Sources of 
Islamic Knowledge 


HERE ARE TWO PRIMARY SOURCES of Islamic knowledge: 
we the holy Qur'an and the sank of the Prophet 
Muhammad 8, ic, what he said and did, The secondary 
sources of knowledge are ijma, giyts, and ijtihad, all of which are 
explained cowards the end of this chapter, must find their basis in the 
Qur'an and swinah and must not reject or contradict the Qur'an and 


sunnah. These secondary sources were initially derived by and from 
the noble companions of the Prophet @. and Islamic scholars and 
jurists thereafter, 


‘THE TWO PRIMARY SOURCES 

HE HOLY QUR'AN IS THE LIVING WORD OF ALLAH of which 
ce letter of every verse was revealed to Prophet Muhammad 
BB through Archangel Jibra’ll (Gabricl) *®*, Many verses of the holy 
Qur'an are clear and to the point, and the message, rules, and 
regulations contained in them can be easily understood. At the same 
time, the Qur'an contains many verses with terms that can have 
multiple meanings, and some terms can never truly be interpreted to 
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show their real meaning. A consensus has been reached among 
exegetes to leave them as is to avoid controversies over thei definitions. 
However, if it becomes necessary to explain what they may mean, 
they should be interpreted in such a way thar their definition does 
not contradict other verses of the holy Qur'an. In any case, the safer 
route is to leave their underlying meaning to the Revealer Himself. 

To truly comprehend the divine message in the holy Qur'an and 
to see its commandments in practice, we need to focus on the life of 
the holy Prophet i. If we ignore the ideal example of the Prophet 
and his explanation of the holy Qur'an, interpret the holy Qur'an as 
per our own initiative, and set our own precedents, we will certainly 
be misguided. As such, Muslims rely upon the sunnah, which is what 
Prophet Muhammad 28 said and did, To determine the sunnah, 
Muslims curn to reports by the Prophet's &% companions as to what 
the sunnah was. The reports are known as the ahadith (sing, hadith). 
Thus, the hadith and sunnah are the second primary source of 
Islamic knowledge. 


THE HOLY QUR'AN 
A’ THE AGE OF FORTY, MUHAMMAD &% received the first 
verses of the holy Qur'an from Allah 48. Allah 4 later 
commanded him to proclaim prophethood and to begin calling people 
to the One God, Allah 3§. For the next twenty-three years, Allah 36 
sent revelations to the holy Prophet Muhammad % as they were 
needed. After the entire Qur'an was revealed to the Prophet (2% and 
had been well preserved, he passed away at the age of sixty-three, 
Every word with its proper pronunciation was revealed by Allah 
48 to Prophet Muhammad &8, who after receiving it, memorized it 
almost instantly through the grace of Allah 4&. The Propher S& 
immediately communicated every word and message of the holy Qur'an 
to his companions, Those who were literate among them wrote it 
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down and some memorized it. Since the revelations came as they were 
needed, the Prophet %, according co Allah's direction, instructed 
and designated seventeen of his companions to compile them. Even 
though its chapters and verses were revealed in a different order, the 
Qur'an was compiled according to the way it is written in the Lawh-e- 
Mehfiz (Sacred Tablet in the Heavens), of which the holy Qur'an is a 
small portion. The holy Qur'an has 114 chapters consisting of about 
6,600 verses, Not only the text, but also the way it was written and 
pronounced is preserved in its original form since its inception. 

The third caliph, Uthman «8 compiled a complete copy of the 
holy Qur'an (Mas-hafe Ushmani) on papyrus fourteen hundred years 
ago, and it is currently available for public viewing at the Topkapi 
Museum in Istanbul, Turkey. Moreover, not only is the Que'an 
preserved in book form, but millions 'of Muslims have also memorized 
the entire Que'an, word for word, Preservation through memorization 
has continued from the days of its first revelation and will continue 
until the last day. If every written copy of the holy Qur'an were 
destroyed (may Allah $& forbid), which is highly unlikely, no force 
or individual can erase it from the hearts of millions of Huffaz-e-Kirdm, 
the honorable Muslim adults and children who have memorized it, 

A miracle of the holy Qur'an is that Allah 4§ made it easy 0 be 
memorized by anyone who intends to do so. /Quéan $417) In the 
Muslim wmmah (community), millions memorize the entire Qur'an 
in Arabic, some as early as ten years of age, regardless of their mother 
tongue. This is one of the great miracles of the holy Que'an and the 
best way to preserve and safeguard it, No other book on the face of 
this earth, heavenly or not, can match this divine quality or duplicate 
this miracle of its followers’ and their affection for the Qur'an, 

Allah revealed the holy Qur'an in Arabic, the language of the holy 
Prophet $# and of the Arabs. Previous holy books were nor protected 
from human interference, and the language in which they existed 
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became obsolete. Those books only exist in much later manuscripts 
by which one cannor verify the authenticity of their contents, How- 
ever, the holy Qur'an is protected and remains in its original form, 
and Arabic is well preserved and widely spoken throughout the world, 

Almost every singke Muslim, regardless of his or her mother tongue, 
learns to recite the holy Qur'an in Arabic from childhood. During 
salith (daily prayers), the Qur'an must be recited in Arabic, To under- 
stand the meanings of the Qur‘anic verses, translations are available in 
almost every language. However, it is preferred that one know the 
Quranic Arabic in order to concentrate on and grasp the wisdom of 
the holy Qur'an, and it is very beneficial and rewarding to do so. 

Arabic is a complex language. A slight error in pronunciation 
and/or misplacement of the diacritical marks can change the meaning 
of a word. When used in different contexts, Arabic words can have dif= 
ferent meanings, and in just a few words one can say and mean a lot. 

Allah 4& reveals in the holy Qur'an that it contains the knows 
ledge of everything we need to know to reach our ultimate goal. To 
reveal the holy Qur'an, Allah 4& chose the Arabic language, because 
it is inherently unique and has the capacity to hold such an ocean of 
knowledge in a compacted form. No other language could have 
encompassed the Que'an’s vast knowledge and wisdom. This may be 
the reason why it was revealed in Arabic. As human faculties progress, 
especially in the fields of science and technology, new and amazing 
information and miraculous knowledge from the holy Qur'an are 
continuously unfolding, proving its universality, the divinity of Allah's 
book and His choice of the Arabic language. 

The literal meaning of the word Qur'an is ‘read a lot.” This also 
explains why the Qur'an is the most read book in the world. Tens of 
millions of Muslims recite the holy Qur'an five times a day in salith 
and many millions recite a considerable portion of it on a daily basis. 
The holy Qur'an is continuously recited throughout the world in 
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millions of masajid (mosques), especially in the qwo holiest places of 
Islam (Makkah and Madinah). It is recited in thousands of holy 
shrines and in Islamic educational institutions, Ever since its 
inception, this practice has been ongoing and continuous. When a 
Muslim passes away, friends and family members recite the holy 
Qur'an abundantly and convey its earned blessings to the deceased. 
In the holy month of Ramadhan, the ninth month of the Islamic 
calendar and the month of fasting, almost every single Muslim recites 
the entire Qur'an at least once, and some do it many times more. 

People who constantly read the holy Qur'an feel an indescribable 
pleasure, peace, and contentment, making them want to read more and 
more, No other book has drawn so much attention, and the privilege 
given to the holy Qur'an is unique, The name Qur'an says ie all. Such 
a befitting name could nor be chosen'by any man, bur only by its own 
Author, the All-Knowledgeable Allah 4. The proof of its holiness is 
within it, and man’s narural attraction to it shows that the Maker of 
both humanity and the Qur'an is One. Let alone recitation and 
contemplation, just touching the holy Qur'an with clean hands 
brings many blessings. 

The holy Qur'an is a miracle. Miracles become possible only 
through supernatural qualities. Allah $4, the All-Powerful, gives the 
power of miracles to His prophets to prove their claim of prophethood. 
Allah 3€ revealed the holy Qur'an to Propher Muhammad &&. It is, 
therefore, his miracle, and no man ean ever produce a chapter or even 
averse of its kind, thereby proving thar it is the book of Allah 48. 

To defeat and overcome the dishelievers, Allah 4& granted miracles 
to almost every prophet. The kinds of miracles shown by prophets 
were the kind needed in their specific times. Ibrahim (Abraham) “®4%, 
Musa (Moses) “2, Ist (Jesus) 2 and other prophets were given 
various miracles to make people believe in their prophethood, 
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‘The time of Muhammad &% was the time of literary excellence 
and eloquence in the Arabic language. To prove his prophethood, 
among other miracles, a miracle full of eloquence and linguistic qualities 
was needed. The revelation of the holy Qur'an fulfilled the need for 
that miracle and miraculously provided everlasting guidance to man- 
kind. It was revealed orally to Propher Muhammad 48, who had not 
acquired any education from any person, nor did he read or write. 

‘The holy Qur'an was written as it was being revealed, in the order 
established by the Prophet % and as instructed to him by Allah 38. 
It was later compiled in the same order in the form of a book, shortly 
after the Prophet's % passing. Then again, within a matter of years, 
during the leadership of the third righteous 4halifa (caliph), Uchman 
«8%, more copies from that original were drafted and sent to different 
parts of the Islamic world to be copied as needed. To make it easy for 
non Arabic-speaking Muslims to read the Qur'an precisely and t© 
pronounce each word without error, diacritical marks were placed 
within the Quranic text. 

‘Those well versed in the Arabic language were spellbound upon 
hearing the unique coherence, style and prose of the holy Qur'an, 
‘The holy Que'an's compilation, coherence, relevance, rhetoric, lo- 
quence, perfect order, and arrangement of words, phrases, and inner 
meanings were completely unique to the contemporary Arab style of 
prose and poetry. The orators and masters of linguistics were awe- 
struck by the miraculous Qur'an. 

The way the holy Qur'an laid down the authentic stories of the 
previous nations, especially of éuni Lsrail (nation of Israel) and the 
past prophets, amazed even the scholars of A/ile Kindb (primarily Jews 
and Christians), They themselves did not know for certain the ue 
accounts of those authentic narratives and held varying views about 
them, Moreover, future events revealed in the holy Qur'an happened 
as predicted, proving it to be a miracle and the book of Allah SE. It is 
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not possible for a man to compile such creativity, rarity of words and 
meanings, and hundreds of other qualities with such precision. 

Throughout the history of Islam, Muslim scholars have dedicated 
their entire lives with love and affection, without intending to carn 
fame or money, but only to serve the holy Qur'an in every way possible. 
‘Thousands of translations came to the fore and guided Muslims 
throughout the ages by explaining the teachings of the holy Qur'an. 

Many people have served the holy Qur'an in unique ways. Some 
translated it into poetic form, and others inscribed it in gold letterings. 
Some carved it on gold plates, and some inscribed it on huge parch- 
ments, making it the largest and heaviest edition. Some wrote it so 
minutely that it became the smallest, legible version. Some became 
experts in Qur'anic calligraphy, developing thousands of different 
designs. Muslims created and perfected the art of recitation of the 
holy Qur'an, In summation, Muslims have served and continuously 
serve the book of Allah $€ in every way possible to gain the pleasure 
of Allah $8. No other book besides the holy Qur'an can claim such a 
unique love and affection from its followers. 

The Qur'an is unlike any other book, It is the word of Allah % 
and must be respected in every possible way, There are uniform rules 
and regulations about its safekeeping, transportation, and even how it 
should be placed on a shelf. Its utmost care and protection bring 
many spitinual benefits, and even a slight gesture of care pleases Allah 
48. Even the thought of disposing it with everyday garbage or inten: 
tionally placing it on walkways or on the floor cams Allah's wrath, 
and there are grave consequences for doing 40, Old and worn-out 
copies of the Qur'an and any of its verses, no matter what material it 
is written on should be recycled with other holy material, buried in 
the ground or submerged in a body of water, ie. pond river, oF 
‘ocean, It must not be taken into bathrooms, placed under beds, or 
put close co any filth. Muslims must be in the state of shina (purity) 
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before touching the holy Qur'an. In any case, great care must be 
utilized when handling holy verses of the Qur'an, and any and all 
disrespect must be avoided. 

Compared to other books, whether sacred or secular the holy 
Qur'an surpasses every book in every respect. It is the most published, 
decorated, read, researched, and analyzed book in the world. To this 
day, new knowledge and wisdom are being extracted from ir, and its 
mysteries are being disclosed as the science of every field progresses 
and makes new discoveries. Science brings to light what the Qur'an 
informed us of some 1,400 years ago. Numerous examples of this fact 
can be found. 


THE CONTENTS OF THE HOLY QUR’AN 
As per the holy Qur'an, Allah $€ states: 


.sand We have seat down to you this book explaining in detail 
everything... * (Que'an 1649) 


And there is not a grain in the dark recesses of the earth, nor anything 
wee or dry, bur it is written in the Luminous Book, * [Qur'an 639) 

Allah 4& reveals Himself in the holy Qur'an and tells us how and 
why He created the universe and, most importantly, human beings. 
(Quean 409-12 & 51:56) ‘The Qur'an underlines the main purpose of our 
earthly life, i.c., how and why we will pass on to the Hereafter and 
what are the next and final phases of human life. It guides us in how 
to live life successfully on Earth and reaches us how to achieve 
ultimate success in the Hereafter, It tells us how to obtain the 
pleasure of Allah. It informs us of our inner and external enemies, 
about our physical and spiritual aspects, and about the positive forces 
that assist us and the negarive forces that oppose us in life, 

The Qur'an establishes rules and regulations for every human 
affair, from the most personal and private co those that affect society 
ava whole. It explains forms of direct and indirect worship. It discloses 
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to us what Allah 4 likes and dislikes. It describes reward and 
punishment for good and bad behavior. It reminds us how previous 
nations disobeyed Allah’s 48 prophets and carned His wrath. It 
recounts how the prophets struggled to deliver Allah's 48 message to 
humanity. It discusses human nature and the nature of everything, 
the creation process, the powers of the Almighty, the relationship of the 
Creator to His creations and every bit of matter that is required for 
man’s journey through this temporal state to the stare of eternity. 

On the one hand, the Qur'an is divine guidance for believers and 
remains with them all the way tw their final destination. On the other 
hand, the Qur'an is a guide for all other people whom it informs, but 
then does mot remain with them all the way. Taking one to his 
destination and simply giving him directions are wo different things. 
Islam is the complete way of life,” and all relevant information, 
knowledge, wisdom, and guidance are revealed in the holy Qur'an. 

Here, | include the translation of the opening chapter of the holy 
Qur'an, which in a few short verses is believed to conrain the entire 
message of the Qur'an [Tibrani). Many scholars have written volumes 
to explain this preamble to the holy Qur'an, 

In the name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful 

All praise is due to Allah indeed * Sustainer of all the worlds * the 
Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful * Master of the Day of 
Judgment. * You alone we worship, and You alone we ask for help. © 
‘Walk us on the straight path, * the path of those upon whom You 
(have given) blessed favors, © not of those who were put under wrath, 
nor of those who are astray, © {Qur'an 1:1-7) (Ameen!) 


WHAT DOES THE HOLY QUR’AN SAY ABOUT ITSELF? 
NN SEVERAL PLACES, THE QUR'AN testifies to its own authenticity 
d) and absolute divinity. The following verses illustrate this fact, 
That book in which there is no doubt of any kind: it is guidance 
for the fearful ones. * [Qur'an 2:2) 
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[And this is a book We have sent, down, a blessed one, confirming 
those tha were before ir... * {Qur'an 6:92 

Announce that “IF all people and jinns united on that to bring the 
like of the Qur'an, they cannot bring one like it, even if they become 
each other's back support,” * And without a doubt, We clearly 
explained to people every thing in the Qur'an in many ways; yet 
many of them, indeed, rejected (it) ungeatefully, * (Qurlan 17:88-89) 

‘And We sent the Que'an bit by bit. so you can read it 10 people 
irtle by little, and We revealed it slowly and slowly. * [Qur'an 17:106) 

Had We sent this Qur'an on a mountain, certainly, you would see 
ic humbled, split asunder in the fear of Allah... * (Qur'an 5921) 

It is but a glorious Qur'an, * in the Sacred Tablet * (Qur'an 85:21-225 

‘And if you are in any doubt abour what We have sent upon Our 
exclusive being (Muhammad), then bring just one chapter like it and 
call your own helps besides Allah, if you are truthful. © Bur if you 
cannot do it—and certainly. you will not be able to do it—so fear the 
fire, whose fuel is people and stone idols, prepared specifically for 
disbelievers. © (Qur'an 2:25-24) 

And this is not a Qur'an produced by anyone, besides Allah, 

(Qur'an 10:37) 

And without a doubt, We have explained for people int this Qur'an 

in every way so they may embrace guidance. * (Quean 827) 


‘Those who rejected guidance when it came to them (are going to 
lose), and this certainly is a dignified Book * falschood cunnor come 
from before it nor from behind it—sent from the All-Wise, the All- 
Praiseworthy. © (Qur'an 41-41-42) 


“Do they not use intellect in (evaluating) the Qur'an?” Had it been 
fiom other dun Allah, they would bave found much contradictions in 
{e, * {Quen 4:82] 
INTERPRETING THE HOLY QUR'AN 
We MEOPLE WHO ARE INTERESTED IN LEARNING about Islam, 
turn to the holy Qur'an. Perhaps this is because of its accessi- 
bility, because they do not know of any other book that may fulfill their 
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need to know about Islam, or maybe because they just prefer the holy 
Qur'an. Since the holy Qur'an is in Arabic, and not everyone knows 
Arabic, people choose a translation in the language with which they are 
most familiar. At this point, it is important to note the difference 
between a translation and an interpretation of the holy Qur'an. 

To translate simply means to convert one language into another, 
and to interpret means to explain in terms in which the matter can 
easily be understood. The holy Qur'an is the Word of Allah 38 in the 
Arabic language therefore, a true translation is not possible, Now, if 
someone insists on taking a literal meaning of every word of the holy 
Qur'an, it will create confusion and the intended message of the holy 
Qur'an will not be understood. To understand the underlying meanings 
of the Qur'anic text, we need the help of a legitimate interpretation; a 
translation does not suffice, t 

‘The proper Arabic term for the ‘explanation of the holy Qur'an’ 
is tafiir. Anyone who genuinely desires to study the holy Qur'an must 
resort to its ffir, It is also important to note that noc everyone is 
qualified to do the aftr of the holy Qur'an, even if one is an expert 
in the Arabic language, An unqualified or a less qualified person who 
writes safiir only interprets what he understands and does nor bring 
forth the actual or closest meaning; therefore, he should never be 
entrusted with the work of safiir. 

Many unqualified people have attempted to explain the holy 
Qur'an according to their poor judgment and have thereby caused 
great harm to the religion and divided the Muslim sommah (com 
munity) into many factions, Presently, many individuals and groups 
refer to a literal meaning of the Qur'anic text and its interpretations 10 
promote their personal/political agendas in Muslim and non-Muslim 
communities, | fear that if this practice continues, it will bring forth 
irreparable damage to peace and harmony. 
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‘Thus, before forming opinions or making decisions about the 
holy Qur'an or any of its verses, a thorough study of a legitimate 
explanation is necessary. Only a safiir written by a qualified mufassir 
(one who does fir) sufficiently explains the actual meaning of the 
Quranic text, 

As stated carlier, the holy Qur'an is an ocean of knowledge and 
wisdom, and it is full of guidance. Therefore, new information from 
it will continue to surface according to the needs of the time undil the 
Day of Judgment. The process of this flow of knowledge will be 
ongoing, as it has been, through proper sfér of the holy Qur'an. 
Every unqualified interpretation only brings harm and causes mise 
understandings about Islam, the Prophet of Islam {%, and about the 
Qui'an itself, 

‘There are established guidelines to translate/interpret the holy 
Qur'an and set requirements for an individual to become a certified 
mufasir, Allah 3% revealed the holy Qur'an to the sacred heart of the 
Prophet Muhammad 2% and made it compulsory for him to teach 
Allah's 38 word w his companions and, subsequently, to all of 
humanity. Allah 3& verifies this in the holy Qur'an; 

Undoubtedly, Allah conferred a great favor on Mastins when He 
raised a propher from among them, who recites to them the revelations 


‘of Allah and purifies them and instructs them in the Quran and 
Sunnah, whereas before, they were in manifest error, * [Qur'an e164] 


Prophet Muhammad ‘8 fulfilled this duty, He taught the Qur'an, 
in its entirety, to his companions in the best manner possible, There- 
fore, he became the first Mufissir-e-Qurien (authorized commentator 
on the Qur'an) and, at the same time, he established rules to 
undertake further work of tafiir. Why would he not be the first 
mufusir, since the Qur'an was revealed and well taught to him by 
Allah Himself (Quen $82) and why would he not establish rules to 
further the work of sapir through his sayings that safeguard the final 
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book and guidance of Allah 3&2? If anyone deviates from the 
Prophet's && way and attempts to write tafiir through his own judg- 
ment, opinions, and explanations of choice or convenience, he will not 
only become a sinner, but the proper message of the holy Qur'an will 
never be understood that way. In this regard, a hadith states chat if 
anyone misquotes the Prophet & intentionally, he secures a place in 
Jahannum (Hell) for himself (t6ukhati and Mustion). 

Some basic requirements for becoming a certified scholar of tafitr 
are listed below. Only once someone has mastered these skills and 
fields of knowledge can he begin the arduous process of explanation, 
Can you imagine what would become of a philosopher's thesis or 
arguments if "Joe the Plumber” were to break it down and explain its 
meaning? Similarly, what would happen to the living word of Allah 
‘3E if an unqualified person attempts th define it? 

A person must be an expert in the following areas before under- 
taking the task of Qur'anic safiir: (al-trin] 

1) He must first be a righteous believer 

2) Knowledge of the Arabic lexicon and etymology (derivation) 

3) Knowledge of Arabic syneax (grammar) 

4) Knowledge of Arabic morphology (internal construction of words) 

5) Knowledge of Arabic rhetoric, eloquence, and manners of oration 

6) Knowledge of Qur'anic recitation 

7) Knowledge of the principles of Islam (dogmas, axioms) 

8) Knowledge of the principles of Islamic figh (jurisprudence) 

9) Knowledge of figh (jurisprudence — to interpret laws) 

10) Knowledge of the reason for revelation of a specific verse (to know 
proper context; Makki, Madni, Mubkam and Mutashabih) 

11) Knowledge of those verses (that annul other verses or are annulled) 

12) Knowledge of principles of hadith 

13) Knowledge of hadith (ar least those related ro tafsir of a verse) 

14) Knowledge of history (of past prophets, nations, and peoples) 
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15) Knowledge of Arab culture (prevailing norms and practices) 

16) Iim-e-Ladunni — divine knowledge bestowed by Allah 3; usually 
granted to only a select few 

17) Knowledge of the fundamentals of Islam (beliefs) 

18) To some, the main ingredient is the love of Allah 38, His Prophet 
iB. the holy Qur'an, and the propagation of Islam ~ this love 
brings the light necessary to aequite and spread the knowledge of 
Quran 

19) [hls ~ Parity of incens ~ through which Allah's 44% help is granted 


Even with these qualifications, one must embark on this task with 
utmost care, common sense, foresight, and complete knowledge and 
command of the language in which he attempts to write safir. 
Attempting to guide just a few at the inadvertent cost of misguiding 
many, through unqualified work of tafiir, is disastrous and unaceep- 
table, Anyone insisting on doing safir without fulfilling these core 
Prerequisites is not serious in serving the Qur'an and Islam and is in 
clear violation of the rules of Allah 4 and of the Prophet &B, Thus, 
before choosing a cranslation/interpretation/explanation of the holy 
Qur'an, it is important to verify the author's qualifications, and nor 
to accept a tafiir just because it is widely available, commonly referred 
to, oF free-of-charge. 

The holy Qur'an is the word of Allah $8, and Muhammad &%, 
is the complete reflection of the message of the holy Qur'an, Thus, 
The Prophet's sunnah (sayings and actions) became the second main 
source of Islamic knowledge. 


SUNNAH OF THE HOLY PROPHET && 

cE HE COLLECTED ACTIONS AND practices of Prophet Muhammad 
&& are called his sumah, and Muslims are requited to follow 

them. The sunmil is also used to explain Quranic verses and the 
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message and the guidance of Allah $8. Whatever he said or did became 
his hadith (pk abadith). Furthermore, whatever actions taken or 
performed by his companions that the Prophet $$ took notice of or 
was informed of and did nor overrule or object to were also included 
in his sunnah. 

During the holy Quran's revelation, the common practice of 
Muslims was to memorize it; nevertheless, many companions were 
assigned to transcribe in written form, In the early days, the Prophet 
&& prohibited the writing of his words (ahadith), except for the 
revealed verses of the Qur'an, Later, when the difference benween the 
Quranic text and ahadich was fully established and understood by the 
noble companions, the Prophet @% permitted the writing of abadith 
separately from the holy Qur'an. 

Let me digress a bit at this point add indicate that the holy Qur'an 
is the word of Allah 38. If it were not Allah's 38 word and were put 
together by Muhammad 8 himself, chen why was the distinction 
between the Qur'an and the hadith necessary? If both originated from 
the same source, contained the teachings of the same person, and 
were unconditionally accepted by the companions of the Prophet 88, 
then this distinction would be unnecessary. The separation of the 
ahadith from the Que’an clearly shows that the Qur'an is the word of 
Allah 36 as revealed to Prophet Muhammad 8 through Angel 
Jibrw'il (Gabriel) and thar che Qur'an was not written by Prophet 
Muhammad 8. 

It is well-recorded history, supported by authentic proofs and 
conveyed through reliable sources, that some companions contin- 
uously wrote down hadith of the Prophet &B in his liferime with his 
permission and separately from the holy Qur'an, The Islamic nation 
was emerging; therefore, everyone close to the Propher B® kept 
himself busy doing essential work. After the Prophet's &% passing, the 
emergence of the new Islamic nation, strerching from East to West, 
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occupied almost every companion in such activities as governmental 
affairs, teaching and preaching Islam, and solving issues related to the 
responsibilities of defending Iskm, Under these circumstances, only 
the compilation of the holy Qur'an into one volume could be achieved, 
and up to that point, no considerable need arose to compile the 
ahadith collectively, 

As time progressed, and due to the publicizing of false ahadith, 
the Prophet's companions and the rightly guided scholars after them, 
began to compile the hadith in various orders and categorical 
sequences. They developed rigorous methods to verify the authenticity 
of narrations and to test and establish the credibility of the narrator in 
order to avoid preserving false sayings. With such a standard in place 
and with the application of other stringent procedures, individually 
and collectively, formally and informally, scholars compiled a treasury 
of ahadith, A new field of knowledge and many subfields related co it 
evolved, in which thousands of rescarchets became extensively engaged 
from the later part of the first century of Islam and continuing until 
this task was completed and brought in order. 

‘This topic itself requires a separate book to be fully explained. It 
is sufficient to say that due to extensive efforts of the companions and 
later scholars, a huge treasury of authentic ahadich was compiled and 
published. Now, anyone interested in Islamic knowledge can refer to 
this treasury of ahudith and know anything and everything contained 
therein. Most verses of the holy Qur'an could now be understood 
through relevane whadith of the Prophet BS. Because of these efforts, 
many great works on whwdith became available in which every hadith 
was placed into relevant categories/subjects. 

The famous authentic books of a/udich are referred vo as AL-Sihah 
al-Sirtah (The Authentic Six"), which includes Sahih Bukhari, Sahih 
Muslim, Sunan an-Nasa'i, Sunan Abu Dawood, Jami Al-Tirmidhi 
and Sunan ibn Majah. They have been translated from Arabic into all 
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major languages, and their shurwh (explanations/commentaries) are 
available worldwide. Besides Prophet Muhammad $8, no other 
personality can be accounted for in such detail; his every action and 
saying is well-preserved. His ahudith are the second primary source of 
Islamic knowledge. 

‘The companions and religious scholars who came immediately 
after them, not only transmitted the ahadith in their most authentic 
version, but they also gave explanations and defined them and their 
historical context, i.c., what the occasion, circumstance, and purpose 
were when the Prophet 8% said it or executed an act. Many books of 
abadith, along with their explanations and with explanations of those 
explanations to clarify them further, have been written to enhance the 
Islamic knowledge. 

Allah 4€ makes it incumbent upoh Muslims to follow the sunnah 
(sayings and actions) of Prophet Muhammad @& in addition to the 
teachings of the holy Qur'an. Allah 3& states: 

And obey Allah and His Prophet in order that you may be 

shown mercy. * (Que'an #152] 

Allah $% further states: 
Surely, you have an excellent example for your guidance in (the 

life of) the Prophet of Allah... * (Qu’an 3421) 

As stated earlier, the swab of Prophet Muhammad @& is the 
second of the two primary sources of knowledge. If we are unable to 
locate or understand anything from the Qur'an, we have to consule 
the sunnah of the Prophet 8. For example, the holy Qur'an obligates 
Muslims to establish salith (daily prayers of worship), buc it does not 
explain how to do it. It is only in the swinah that Muslims can find 
how to perform salah, Thus, we find in the swmnzh how to perform 
correctly and practically our religious duties. According to a hadith 


84 WouLp You Like To KNow SomucrHinG ABOUT ISLAM? 


Ibn Abbas % narrated that the Prophet & in his Last Sermon 
said, “I leave ewo things among you. Hf you strongly hold onto them, 
you will not go astray. One is the book of Allah (Qur'an), and the 
‘other is the sunnah of the Prophet of Allah, (Ab-Mustadrak] 

This shows the importance of swinahlahadith for Muslims, The 
knowledge contained in them is essential co understand and apply the 
message of the holy Qur'an. Leaving aside the sumnah will make an 
understanding of Islam incomplete and will result in the holy Qur'an 
being misunderstood or misinterpreted, 

Upon sending the honorable companion Muaz 48% co Yemen to 
resolve a matter of distributing alms to the poor, the Prophet 2 asked 
him, "O Muaz, by what rule will you act?” The companion replied, 
“By the law of the Qur'an.” The Prophet 88 said, “If you find no 
direction therein?” He replied, “Then 1 will act according to the 
sunnah of the Prophet.” The Prophet 28 said, “What if you do not 
find i there?” to which he replied, “Then I will make jjrihad and act 
on that,” Approving of his response, the Prophet i bade him 
farewell and, raising his hands, said, “Praise be to Allah, Who guides 
His Prophet in what He pleases.” The Prophet's &® approval of the 
companions’ ijtihad (use of best judgment based on Qur'an and 
sunnah) set a precedent and became a permissible way to make 
decisions. According to the Qur’anic injunctions, whatever Allah's 
Prophet 28 approves of becomes legitimate and is made into law, and 
whatever he disapproves of becomes prohibited and is made unlawful. 


IJMA, QUYAS, AND IJTIHAD 

Tes ACT OF DEDUCING AND FORMULATING INIUNCTIONS based 
on the Qué’an and sunnah is called ijtibad (the use of personal 

judgment) and giyds (logical deduction by way of analogy). The one 

who docs jjrihad is called a mujeahid (pl. mujtahidiin). Ijma is the 

majority consent of the majtahidin, These three standards inter- 

changeably are considered the secondary sources of Islamic knowledge. 
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Whenever learned scholars of Islam are unable to locate specific 
religious injunctions because the holy Qur'an and sunnah are silent 
and do not clearly define a course of action, they have been permitted 
to exercise their judgment and formulate a course of action for new 
circumstances/issues. The verdict of a mujtahid is widely accepted 
because it is deduced from the primary sources. If any individual or 
collective judgment contradicts the Qur'an and sunnah, it is unaccep~ 
table, no matter how sound or appropriate it may sem. 

After the passing of the Prophet &%, ijtthad and giyds became a 
normal practice of his companions as new issues surfaced. The first 
and second generations of scholars after the companions were also 
authentic mujtahidun because they came immediately after and were 
direct descendents and students of the companions who learned Islam 
directly from the Prophet @&. : 

‘The notable Imam Abu Hanifa strongly supported giyds to 
deduce judgments as new and unusual needs and circumstances arose. 
Since these needs will continue to come about, the use of giyis can be 
utilized. For example, a Muslim wants to know whether a kidney 
transplant is allowed in Islam or wants to obtain a fara (religious 
edict) from a mufti (Muslim jurist) on what Islam says about selling 
beer. It is a religious duty of a mufii to issue a fatwa on the basis of 
Islamic sharia law and properly guide the inquirer. In Islam, no 
human being has authority co insert ideas into Islam, Thus, the 
original message and guidance of Allah 3% remain preserved. 

Some of the initial qualities required for a mujeahid vo serve Islam 
are piety, religious and spiritual knowledge, inner wisdom, compassion 
and affection for the Prophet @&. ikhlés (purity), dedication, and 
determination. At this point, it is fair to say thar since these authentic 
saintly and selfless beings who served Islam have now become scarce. 
it is necessary to keep ijtihad off-limits to incapable Muslims in order to 
preserve and maintain the validity of the authentic teachings of Islam, 
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The holy Qur'an, the Prophet's 3% sunnah, ijma, and qiyds cover 
every aspect of human life. Nothing is left out for Muslims to search 
anywhere else for religious and ethical answers, A well-regulared 
system and knowledge base to legislate laws have been established by 
the historical mujtahidéin. Every Muslim scholar of law must refer to 
these when making new laws for the ever-changing needs of the 
Muslim society. 


CHAPTER 7 


The Purpose of 
Human Life 


Ics not just life, bur specifically human life that is precious. 

What is so special about human life that makes it precious, 
and why nor the life of animals? Like animals, we are born, and we 
cat and build shelters with a few differences here and there. We work 
to bring food and other necessities, and animals look for their food 
and needs as well. They fulfill their sexual needs, and we do the same, 
‘They protect and defend themselves and warch and safeguard their 
territories just as we do, They care for their offspring and get old, 
sick, injured, and die, and all these things happen to us, too, What 
then is so special about human life, why is it precious? 

If L were to give you a ten-ton rock as a gift to be placed in your 
already socky backyard, would you call it a precious gift? Normally, it 
would not even be called a gift, let alone a precious one, because there 
is no purpose attached to it. Since there is no purpose to it, it has no 
value, and as a resule it is not precious. Whereas, if I were to give you 
a diamond ring or a Rolex watch, you would certainly say it was a 
precious gift. The purpose of the diamond ring and the Rolex watch 
is what makes them valuable and worthy to be called precious. These 


A TIS COMMONLY KNOWN that human life is a precious gift, 
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items will certainly be of use to your life, and they will beautify your 
appearance, increase your wealth, reflect your personality, and so on. 

Now we know that the purpose of something is what makes it 
valuable and precious—the greater the purpose, the more the value 
and. preciousness. Furthermore, purposes and their values. vary 
according to each person's taste, choice, and use. One must know the 
purpose of anything before attaching any value to it, Therefore, it is 
the purpose of human life that makes it a valuable and precious gift 
from our Lord. If our purpose is the same as that of animals, then 
their life should be equally valuable and precious as ours, 

Human life is more valuable than any other life and is correctly 
called precious because there is a greater purpose attached to it. Islam 
teaches us that Allah $6 created the universe to serve man and created 
man to serve Allah 4. Man has every animal quality and habit, but 
the difference is that man is granted « special purpose in life, which is 
to worship and please Allah 4&. To fulfill this special purpose, humans 
must first control and suppress those animalistic qualities char hinder 
them from their purpose, and they must simultaneously develop, 
purify, and promote those qualities that assist them. At this point, 
man truly becomes worthy of his status as the best of all creatures, 
and only then does his life become precious, How we choose to live 
thiy life determines what our end will be in the Hereafter. 

Allah && states in the holy Que'an: 

And t did not create jinn and men, but tw worship Me. © {$1:56) 
Surely We have creaved man in the best mold (form). * [954] 
(1 sweat) By time! Verily man is necessarily inv lows — except those 


who believe and de good deeds, and enjoin one another to accept 
the truth and to be patient. * (1081-3) 


The Lord created us in the best manner possible and equipped us 
with every quality necessary to live as humans and prepare ourselves 
for the success of the Hereafter. Whoever fulfils this greatest purpose 
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of life—to worship the Lord as He taught us—will become the 
guided and successful one; otherwise, he will be a loser. The choice is 
ours, 


FROM MAN TO MACHINE 
ORGETTING THE GREATER PURPOSE for which he was created 
has led man to think of this world as his 
2 The earth and 
permanent abode. In making arrangements to live jevelipee 
in this supposedly permanent home, man has become —_ trated a 
a machine, and he does not control his life anymore. af eralaving 

Willingly or unwillingly, intentionally or not, sem beheneme 
he has become a slave, cither of society or of his 
self-created artificial life. Competing for success, wealth, luxuries of 
life, fame, and other material desires has turned him into a machine, 
by which he has lost the inherent and necessary charm of real life, In 
fact, the earth and everything else were created to serve him, bur instead 
of enslaving them, he became their slave. He was supposed to use 
them to fulfill his divine purpose; yet, he gave himself into their service 
and became a subordinate. This servitude caused him to ask, “Why 
this?” and “Why thar?” when he should have been looking into him- 
self and asking "Why me2” and “What for?” Instead of appreciating 
the perfection of Allah's $& creativity and invoking His good name, 
he forgot his main purpose and lost himself to the temporary charm of 
this deceptive world. 

Those who are lost in this world have become like machines thar 
do not observe or think, have a heart, or worry abour accountability 
for their actions. Machines are not mindful of their “death” or ponder 
what will happen to them thereafter. They do not nced 10 ask about 
their creator, their purpose, or what will happen to them in the end 


90 Wout You Likr To KNow SOMETHING ANOUT ISLAM? 


(when they are junked or wrecked). Humans, however, should inquire 
into these realities. 

Considering the same example from a different angle shows that 
machines, which are the creation of man, never deviate from their 
purpose. They follow the orders of their owner and, even without 
having a mind of their own, function properly and perform tasks 
according to the intent of their inventor/purpose. Humans, on the 
other hand, even after becoming like machines, do not completely 
perform like them. This is, of course, because humans still have free 
will. Even though they can think, observe, ponder, and have a mind 
of their own, they fail to function properly, deviate from their courses 
and do not act according to the orders of their Creator and Master, 

Man's fall from humanity to barbarism is a global phenomenon 
and is not limited to any one specific area or society. Even most 
animals do not kill their own kind, but people through unjustifiable 
reasons and purposes, individually and collectively, in one way of 
another, kill other humans ruthlessly and without any remorse, In one 
place, there are kings who use toilets forged in gold; yer, there are 
people elsewhere who barely have enough to cover their basic needs, 
In some places. so much food is thrown in the garbage and wasted 
through other means thar, if i¢ were saved, it could easily feed 
millions of people who are starving elsewhere. 

Forget about other creatures; look what man has himself become! 
Even among millions, he is alone. Regardless of different relationships 
and friendships, he is lonely. True friendships no longer exist, and he 
therefore had to replace them with artificial ones to pass the time, 


Sometimes, even with abundant wealth, he seems needy because he 
cannot buy those things thar he truly needs, such as love and 
affection, Even those nearest ro him, such as his spouse and children, 
seem to be after his money and wealth and have no regard for his life 
and hard work. We are such intelligent beings, but we seem to be 
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fooling ourselves. Fooling others is a day-to-day business for some, 
but the fool of all fools is the one who fools himself, 

Even after all the scientific and technological advancements in 
every aspect of human life, we fail to recognize our true status in this 
universe. Even with our immense power, we fail to rule over hearts 
and are unable to solve our own problems. This condition seems to 
be worsening day by day, Even with all the luxuries in the world, man 
is not at peace and is often fearful, 

Mankind has walked on the moon and has gone far out into the 
universe, something that no other creature can even imagine doing, 
In my opinion, and forgive me for saying this, he has not even learned 
how to properly live on Earth, in his own habitat, Had he found a 
living being on the moon and had it asked, “Have you even learned 
to live properly on Earth thar you dare to intrude on the space of 
others?” what response would he have? 

We have all the right to explore whatever we like and need and to 
know the purpose of everything, but we should know our own purpose 
first. To ask *why this” and “why that” is justifiable only once we 
have found out “why me” and “what for.” 

Instead of utilizing our faculties and applying the knowledge to 
determine our proper status in the universe, our purpose, and our 
destination, we went astray and became busy in denying basic truths. 
Such truths indicate that there is a purpose to human life and that 
there is a destination to which we all are headed. 

Some think that death is the end of life, bur in fact it is just a mode 
of transportation for the soul to get to the other world, Through 
death, the soul and the body are temporarily separated until the Day 
of Judgment when everyone will be resurrected. On that Day, souls 
will rejoin their bodies and will be held accountable for their actions. 
Divine justice will be served, and everyone will be held accountable 
for every iota of injustice that he may have brought upon himself or 
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others, After all, human beings are not machines thar are free from 
accountability. They are animate beings who have been created for a 
specific purpose. Whether humans choose through free will to fulfill 
their specific purpose or do otherwise dictates whether Allah 4§ will 
reward or punish them in the Hereafter. 

It is impossible for people to acquire success by going against the 
forces of nature, The will of Allah $8, through these forces of nature, 
will always prevail. Why? Because He is the Creator of these forces, 
This is His world and His universe; people do not have any overriding 
authority over His plans. They may devise plans to shape the world in 
unique ways and take actions accordingly, bur they end up causing 
more problems and more unrest. The duty of every human being is to 
follow His commands and apply the rules set forth by Him. 

People should nor interfere with the forces of nature, and they 
should let the physical world be as it is. ‘Their duty is to learn about 
their obligations and figure out what role they have to play. A study 
of Islam will clearly show what people's roles are as human beings and 
how they can avoid a head-on collision with the will of Allah 4%, 
both individually and collectively. Islam also clearly states the answers 
to such questions as; What are people's limits? How much must they 
submit their will to the will of Allah 4? How much choice do they 
have? How much freedom do they require? What is the result of their 
choice if they do nor choose wisely? What are the outcomes of the 
extra freedoms they sometimes demand and/or acquire? A true under- 
standing of Islam helps in molding the decision-making process and 
in wisely choosing the steps to be taken, individually and collectively, 
to bring peace, prosperity, and happiness for all, 


CHAPTER 8& 


Worship and Its Broader 
Meaning in Islam 


UMANS ARE CREATED WITH AN INNATE DESIRE to 
worship, making them naturally inclined to seek a 
higher authority whom they can worship. This built- 


in desire and natural urge to worship a higher authority require them 
to inquire into and know who that being could be or actually is. 
Whichever higher authority people, individually o collectively, settle 
on wo worship naturally brings some sort of mental and/or physical 
satisfaction, and it somewhat fulfills that inherent desire, However, 
we keep ourselves busy in fulfilling other personal needs and wants and 
often suppress that innate desire to worship. In our search, we often 
fall short of secking and understanding who this higher being is or 
should be and how we can truly worship to fulfil chis inner desire. 

We not anly seek to satisfy this need of worshiping, but through it 
seek the pleasure of that higher being and «ry ro build a connection to 
acquire protection, assistance, favor, and security. Without being 
certain who this higher being is from whom we cin draw these 
blessings, our worship will be misguided. fruitless, and unproductive, 
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and will not bring any satisfaction ro us. Therefore, we must, first and 
foremost, know who that higher being is. 

‘Through the passage of time and as the human intellect progressed, 
people came to realize and believe that there is one single Being, Who 
is the Creator, the All Controlling, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. 
‘Our knowledge, understanding and common sense have brought us 
to the conclusion that there can only be, and in fact there is, one 
Supreme Being. 

Whether we are religious or not, we believe that there is an 
Almighty Lord, Whom some call God and some call Allah 9. 
Religion strengthens our belief in Him and gives direction, a path to 
reach Him. Muslims believe in one Lord Allah 4%, and others call 
Him by other names, Whatever the case may be, since we have come 
to believe in one Lord, then the questions that follow are—how are 
we to worship Him, fulfill our innate desire, and acquire His pleasure? 
Who decides whar the process of worship should be? How can we 
strengthen our iclationship with Him? 

In all honesty, if we do not know what pleases them and what 
may upset them, it is difficult co strengthen relationships even with our 
own friends, families, and colleagues. Similarly, if we do nor know 
what pleases Allah/God, then how can we go about pleasing Him and 
refraining from displeasing Him? Thus, to assure the pleasure of 
others, it is a prerequisite to find our, know, and be certain about 
their likes and dislikes before assuming anything on our own. 

Every religion hay some sort of religious practices and rituals for 
its followers, through which they can satisfy their inner desire and 
build connections to the one true Lord. It sets rules, times, and holy 
places for its followers who gradually become attuned to its way and 
purpose. Some find satisfaction through it and continue their practices. 
‘Others do nor and thus feel no reason to continue practicing. 


WORSHIP AND ITS BROADER MEANING IN ISLAM 95, 


Today, most religions have become limited ro rituals and are 
confined to places of worship. Many see religion as just a part of life, 
like any other, thar barely governs over any facet of their secular lives. 
Its followers simply live their lives according to the 
prevailing norms of society and believe religion and governs the 
has no say in them. This may either be because entire life of its 
the religion does nor provide guidelines for seeu- leer 
lar matters or because the followers are not fully 
aware of its teachings. Another reason may be 
that they simply do nor want religion to interfere “Fy ey boon 
in their secular lives (outside the place of worship). 

For them, their religion plays a minimal role in their lives and is usually 
set aside for special occasions or holy days. Thus, the line drawn 
between the religious and the secular bacomes quite distinctive. 

However, Islam is the complete way of life. It provides guidance 
for every facet of life and is not and cannot be limited to a place of 
worship. It does not let its followers wander outside its system or place 
of worship. Islam provides for and governs the entire life of its 
followers, from the cradle to the grave and, spiritually speaking, from 
the womb to the tomb, and even beyond. This is why Islam is not 
just a religion, but a deen (complete way of life) prescribed by Allah. 
Worship in Islam is not limited to a masjid (place of worship) or set 
aside for special times, days, or occasions. Rather, worship in Islam 
plays a greater role in the life of a Muslim and hay a broader meaning, 

Since Islamic acts and everything included in the entire process of 
worship are not man made, but revealed and prescribed by the Almighty 
Himself, they provide complete fulfillment and satisfaction to our 
natural desires. When Muslims abide by every commandment and 
fulfill every obligation, they acquire complete peace, harmony, and 
fulfillment. They successfully build a strong connection to Allah 4. 
By this, Muslims do not try to please the Lord through their own way 
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and understanding, but through divine rules set forth by the Almighty 
Himself. Thus, they acquire Allah's 4& pleasure, a contented life in 
this world, and finally ultimate success in the Hereafter. 

Every rule and activiry in Islam are interconnected to the “actual 
purpose of human life,” which is to seek Allah's pleasure and to prepare 
for the life in the Hereafter. In Islam, worship and 

manievey —_what it entails encompass the entire idea of human 
ection intoaneee fe Whether an act is religious or secular, 
iiiporfnund obligatory or voluntary, directly elated to the Lord 
accordance with or to His creatures, a physical act or just a mental 
thought, a moral act or a matter of business— 
whatever Muslims do with the pure intent to seek Allah's $8 pleasure 
becomes worship, The actions of Muslims who mean well and intend 
to do good turn into constant worship. and they receive reward from 
Allah 4€ for everything they do. 

‘As mentioned earlier, Allah 4% reveals in the holy Qur'an: 

And I did not create jinn and man, but to worship Me. « (51:56) 


This holy verse reveals thar the purpose of our lives is to worship 
Allah 36. If worship, as commonly understood, were limited to the 
confines of a place of worship, would we all just be able to sit there 
‘our entire lives and worship because it is she purpose of life? Who 
would do all the other necessary chores of our lives? Clearly, Allah $8 
must have meant worship of Him to have a broader meaning so that 
we could simultaneously carry on other necessary activities and acquire 
Allah's 3% pleasure through them. ‘This is precisely the broader 
meaning of worship in Islam, for which Allah $& created us, Islam 
turny man’s every action into an act of worship when it is performed 
in accordance with Islam. 

Humans are called abd in the Qur'an, and Allah $& is our 
Ma hood, ‘Abd means slave, and Ma bood means that Which this ‘abd 
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worships. Thus, the relationship of man to Allah 3€ is like the 
relationship between a slave and master. Upon recognizing Allah as 
‘our Master, we must keep this relationship in good standing and never 
cross over its boundaries or break it in any way. It is imperative to 
establish this relationship of ‘abd and Ma'bood and to embrace the fact 
thar Allah is our Master and we are His slaves. By fulfilling every duty 
set forth by Him, we keep this relationship in good standing, 
Through love, loyalty, and performing other good deeds in addition 
to the required obligations, we strengthen our relationship to Him, 

We must prove our relationship to Him by defeating every force 
of evil within (nafi, i.e.. one’s base self, and Saran) and outside (the 
material world) us, especially when our faith is put to the test. We 
must never cross the limits of this relationship by violating His 
commandments, breaching the conyact of ‘abd and Ma bood, 
overlooking the duties set forth by Him, abrogating the rights of or 
inflicting pain on others, stepping out of the boundaries clearly 
defined by Him, neglecting the rules of conduct set forth by the holy 
Prophet @, or through any other way. 

In short, every mental and/or physical effort we make to remain 
within the limits of this relationship of izbd and Ma‘bood, Islam 
considers and rewards as part of worshiping Allah 48. Fulfilling the 
rights of Allah 4% and the rights of our fellow human beings are all 
part of the broader concept and meaning of worship in Islam, Allah 
4S considers every human action as worshiping Him if it is executed 
with the intent of pleasing Him, whether it is an act of direct worship 
or executed for His creatures. Where else do we find such a generous 
and gracious Lord? Allah 4§ accepts our positive interactions and the 
good we do to others as being worship of Him and rewards us for 
them, Even those acts of direct worship that we do for Him that fulfill 
His rights do not bring any benefit to Him; rather, they benefit our 
own self, body, mind, and soul, He rewards us for those acts just 
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because we followed His commandments with the intent to please 
Him and for maintaining the relationship between ‘abd and Ma‘bood. 

Islam places evo types of duties on its followers so they may fulfill 
the greater purpose for which they were created, Muslims are to fulfill 
Hugig-ul-Allah (the rights of Allah 4%) and Hugiig-ul-lbad (the 
rights of people), They must perform every duty before they can hope 
to acquire the pleasure of Allah $€ and ultimate success, Fulfilling 
these rights and performing all related duties becomes, therefore, the 
‘broader meaning of worship’ in Islam. 


RIGHTS AND DUTIES 

SLAM DOES NOT EMPHASIZE DEMANDING RIGHTS any more 
3) than it demands and prepares its adherents to fulfill their duties. 
‘There is much difference in the outcomes for demanding rights and 
the demand for performing duties. The demand to perform duties 
creates a different kind of society, where its social and moral outlook 
and the mentality of citizens are uniquely different. 

By instilling the sense of fulfilling duties, Islam intends to make its 
followers sincere and responsible, In contrast, the sense of coveting 
rights may make people demanding and perhaps even dissatisfied. 
Islam promotes the ideas of fulfilling duties first and ro be content 
and patient. Only secondarily docs Islam allow individuals to press for 
rights, especially if and when they are purposely denied. This does not 
mean that people should become cowards and never ask for their 
rights, In fact, this only means char Islam emphasizes the fulfillment 
cof duties more than ir does the demand for rights. Certainly, as people 
fulfill their duties to others, everyone receives what is theirs rightfully, 
Nevertheless, Islam provides all means to claim one’s rights and to 


struggle against oppressors and their oppression. 
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‘When every member of a Muslim sociery voluntarily and willingly 
fulfills his or her duty to Allah 3 and to others, the government will 
play only a limited role in that society. However, if rights are fulfilled 
only through continuous demand, then the government must become 
a comprehensive overseer and make sure people's rights are being 
respected. In Islam, voluntarily fulfilling the 
Fights of others with the intent 10 please Allah jerome logy ron 
B% turns every act into a good deed, whereas among crowd of 
fulfilling other peoples’ rights unwillingly docs illioms Lane ir 

not bear the quality of fruit designated For the sor, Relatinahips 
successful ones. Therefore, Iskim emphasizes haved on lave are 

falfilling duties more than demanding rights. Cpa wean 

Islam wants its followers to be ever mindful 
of Judgment Day, when Allah will deliver His justice according to 
Individuals’ performance. The more willingly and humbly we perform 
our duties, the more love and harmony develop in society, and the 
more peace and happiness prevail. In contrast, constantly and selfishly 
demanding rights, even lawfully, gradually makes people arrogant, 
unhappy, and self-centered, thereby distancing themselves from others 
and increasing the likelihood of being lonely and depressed. Thus, one 
may feel and become lonely even among a crowd of millions, Law is 
cold, and love is warm. Relationships based on love are everlasting 
and abundantly fruitful. 

Everyone is supposed to fulfill prescribed duties on the basis of 
their individual circumstances, capacity, and capability, On Judgment 
Day, Allah $& will hold an individual accountable according to his or 
her capabilities, No one will answer for others or be responsible for 
them, unless their responsibilities overlapped. The Qur'an reveals: 


Allah does not burden any soul with more than it cam bear... * (2-2K6) 
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RIGHTS OF ALLAH 45 
HE RIGHTS OF ALLAN 48 INCLUDE, but are not limited to, the 
following. We must: 
* Have unshakeable faith, recognize sawhid (the Oneness of Allah 
48), and never commit shirk (polytheism) 

* Recognize Allah $& as the Lord and recognize all of His attributes 

* Worship no one bur Allah $5 

© Submit our will to the will of Allah 36 

# Engage in constant remembrance of Allah $& 

© Fear Allah's 3 wrath 

* Glorify Allah's 3€ majesty and sublimity 

* Invoke Allah 4§ in our supplications 

* Never call upon anyone besides Allah $8 to seck repentance 

Worshiping Allah 3§ means paying utmost homage to Him, 
expressing the deepest humility and gratitude to Him, completely 
submitting to Him, bowing down ro Him in recognition of His 
greatness and glory, continuously remembering Him, and following 
His commandments, We must take every step towards acquiring His 
pleasure, especially through spending our wealth, time, and energy. 
In this process of worship, some practices are made obligatory! 
compulsory—such as. for example, the five pillars of Islam—and 
others are categorized as desirable and voluntary. These duties must 
be performed on a daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly basis or once in 
a lifetime, as prescribed 

Some of these duties require physical acts, some require spending 
of money, and some require both (explained in Chapter 9). A follower 
can perform these duties individually and/or collectively, privately 
and/or publicly, in a masjid (mosque) or outside of it. Islam clearly 
outlines rewards for performing these duties and punishments for not 
fulfilling chem. Let me remind you thar these actions and fulfillment 
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of duties do not bring any benefit to Allah 3, but to the worshiper. 
Punctually following His rules brings success both here and in the 
Hereafter. 


RIGHTS OF PEOPLE 

HE SECOND DUTY IS TO FULFILL THE RIGHTS OF PEOPLE. In the 

Qur'an and swanah, Muslims are warned repeatedly that they 
will earn the wrath of Allah for violaring the rights of others. (Bukhari) 
On the Day of Judgment, Allah 4& will not forgive these violations; 
instead, the violators will first have to seck forgiveness from their 
victims in order to receive Allah’s pardon (Bukhari). 
In many cases, violacors will have to forfeit theit yy gnc en anyone 
good deeds to their victims, resulting in depletion go frre, how can 
of good deeds from their roster {Ihukhail, They may 
have many good deeds, but because of nor fulfilling yume gu fre ar 
or abrogating the rights of others, they may end 
up in Hell, until their punishment is complete, 

In the court of Allah $8. victims will have the authority to 
forgive their oppressor and may choose not to take any good deeds as 
compensation from them. On Judgment Day. when everyone will be 
looking for salvation and be in need of good deeds, only some will be 
generous enough to forgive those who inflicted pain on them for 
nothing in return. These days, when no one lets anyone go free, how 
can one expect that anybody will let anyone go free at that crucial 
junceure? 

In many cases, Allah may forgive the shortcomings and deficiencies 
in our duties to Him and may forgive our sins, except the sins of kufi 
(infidelity) and shirk (polytheism). The main purpose of Judgment Day 
is to bring justice to the oppressed who suffered at the hands of others 
and to punish the criminals, sinners, and violators, The obligation of 
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fulfilling the rights of people has priority over many matters and is 
central to the Islamic philosophy of the broader meaning of worship. 

People to whom duties must be fulfilled include parents, spouses, 
children, siblings, paternal/maternal relatives, neighbors, wayfarets, 
distant relatives, friends and co-workers, employers and employees, 
dependents, especially those whose needs you can fulfill, people 
entrusted to you, orphans, widows, the elderly and disabled, refugees, 
the poverty-stricken, the sick, and non-Muslims living under Islamic 
governments, Islam even obligates Muslims to fulfill the rights of 
animals, 

Ic is said that, “Heaven is at a mother's feet.” Thus, by serving her 
fully, Muslims can earn Heaven easily. A mother deserves her child- 
ren’'s love, respect, care, and assistance because she bore them, endured 
labor pains, sacrificed many nights of her sleep co keep them warm 
and well, and much more. 

Allah's pleasure is assured when Muslims serve their fathers well. 
Fathers work selflessly to raise their children, carn lawful wages, and 
toil hard to train their children in the best manner and to be fit for 
society. Thus, the success of children depends on their father’s hard 
work and sactifice. According to the Prophet &&. when a father gets 
two of his daughters married, he is rewarded with Paradise, (Mishlai] 

Parents ate promised an exalted status in Heaven if they raise 
their children to be true and sincere Muslims and properly equip 
them with the necessary tools to be protected from Hellfire. Allah 
directly commands in the holy Qur'an: 

© you who believe! Guard yourselves and your families against 

the fire, the fuel of which are men and stones... * (666) 

Moreover, a loyal and sincere wife who performs her duties to her 
husband is guaranteed Paradise. A husband is granted abundant 
rewards for being trustworthy and just to his wife and for caring for 
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her and fulfilling her needs. A husband and a wife are made for each 
other, and they must fulfill each other's rights. 

The wrath of Allah 4& is removed from those who give to people 
in need for the sake of pleasing Allah 4, and these givers are blessed. 
Great are the rewards for those Muslims who fulfill their duties to 
others without discriminating and without selfish reasons. No single 
deed, however insignificant, will go unaccounted (Qur'an 997-8). 

From performing daily prayers to offering a glass of water to the 
thirsty, from erecting a mayjid (mosque) to feeding the hungry, from 
leading a country with honesty and justice to providing shelter to 
orphans, from giving millions in charity to the charity of just a smile, 
all are part of the broader concept of worship in Islam, Where else 
can we find such a Lord Who guides peoples’ interactions with each 
other and rewards them as being worship of Him? Nowhere! Allah 
‘AE is the Lord of us all, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. 


SPIRITUALITY IN ISLAM 

UMAN BEINGS CONSIST OF BODY AND SOUL. The soul alone 

cannot be referred to as human, and the body without the 
soul is a dead body that has a place not on earth, bur rather beneath 
it, Islam provides for both, the body and soul. Its teachings fulfill the 
requirements of the body and teach us how to uplife spiritually, For 
example, food nourishes the body, and constant and unceasing 
remembrance of Allah 48 nourishes the soul. 

As per the principles of Islamic spirituality, the soul, while living 
in the body, tries to acquire nearness to Allah $8. "The aim of Islamic 
spirituality is to seek complete purification of the soul and of the 
inner self and to try to submerge with the Supreme Source (Kahlil 
Mahjoob]. However, in no way is the seeker permitted to leave the 
bondage of this life and the duties attached to it, watil death comes to 
the body, 
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In other words, the seekers of spirituality—sages, saints, and 
mystics—live in this world but do not let the world live in them. 
‘Their famous sayings and teachings are crue reflections of Islamic 
spirituality. For example, they say, “Let the boat be on the water, and 
let not water be in the boar,” and “Let the heart live in the world, and 
fer not the world live in the heart.” During their lives, they keep their 
hearts empty of worldly desires and purify themselves to receive 
divine reflections of the Supreme Being and the light of ultimate 
truth, They acquire the higher state of nearness to the Almighty and 
enjoy the true taste of existence and of life. 

Islamic spirituality does not permit scekers to renege on worldly 
obligations, even when they have attained the pleasure of and nearness 
to Allah 48. They just have to exclude this world from their heart and 
keep Allah's $8 remembrance in their hearts, while living among 
people and performing all the duties of this life. Islam gives new meaning 
to monasticism, one with which the world was not previously familiar, 

If you decide to live in a cave or on a mountain peak, separating 
yourself from the world, but are negligent of the Lord, then according 
to Islam you are nor living a monastic life and will not acquire 
spirituality. On the other hand. if you live in society, take care of 
your worldly responsibilities, fulfill your duties to others, and are not 
inattentive to Allah 4%, even though you are nor physically separate 
from the world, you are living a monastic life and can acquire 
spirituality. 

Furthermore, the meaning of the monastic life that Islam presents 
is the most applicable, practical, suitable, and fitting for human 
nature. By not separating its followers from the physical world, Islam 
reminds and reiterates that the world is created for humans and that 
humans are no created for this world, but for Allah 4. They should 
utilize the world and its bounties as prescribed by Islam and work to 
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attain spirituality. Islam docs not allow its followers completely to 
suppress natural desires and needs for any reason, 

To summarize, a human being is the embodiment of both animal- 
istic needs and spiritual qualities. Islam does not advocate for complete 
suppression of our needs and instincts in order to acquire spiritual 
uplifting. We must fulfill both needs to obtain the higher and 
illuminated state for our soul. 


FROM WHERE DO TRUE MUSLIMS DRAW ENERGY? 

TIS DIFFICULT FOR A PERSON TO LIVE A LIFE OF UTMOST PIETY, 
+9) refrain from every harmful act, and attain spiritual advancement. 
In other words, it is hard to swim in water and not get wet, to play 
with fire and not be burned, and to pass through the filth of this 
world and come out clean on the other side. Repelling worldly desires 
requires lots of courage and energy, patience to persevere, endurance 
to remain steadfast, and lots of hard work to maintain piety. The 
reward for this challenge and spiritual advancement is so fruitful and 
deeply satisfying and the acquisition of divine energy is so immense 
that man must do what is necessary to achieve it. 

Faithful Muslims remember Allah $§ with every beat of their 
hearts and try to imitate every action of the beloved Prophet 
Muhammad @&. They mold thei lives according to Allah's $4 will 
and build their character through continuously replicating the model 
presented by the Prophet 3. Even though they live among people, 
deep down in their hearts and mental states, they are always present 
in the company of the Almighty and of His Prophet £8. They draw 
unique pleasure from this spiritual company and acquire the true 
state of everlasting peace and happiness, which is only felt by them 
and which cannot be described in words. 

Faithful Muslims continuously receive spiritual pleasure and happi- 
ness by being in the company of the Lord spiritually and by living 
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among people physically, They are not affected by the pain or 
oppression inflicted upon them. They are full of energy and are always 
willing to do whatever is necessary to maintain this spiritual state and 
strong connection with their Master. They sacrifice their wants and 
do not wish for any worldly material that may affect this state. They 
punctually fulfill every duty and do not do anything that may dis- 
please Allah 48, nor do they disobey Him in any way. They never 
deviate from the straight path and never become hypocrites. Most 
importantly, out of humility, they never disclose their elevated state 
‘of spirituality. 

By truly following the Qur'an and sunnah, they prove that they 
have attained che purpose for which they were created, thus becoming 
the embodiment of the broader meaning of worship. At such a 
purified state, they are the only people living the true life on Earth, 
while others just exist. 

Please note that I just spoke of those mominin (the faithful ones) 
who cruly comprehend the broader meaning of worship in Islam and 
have applied it to their lives. I am not talking about the saints of 
Islam, whose state of being is so much more exalted, as are their 
achievements, pleasures, happiness, and rewards. Certainly, their 
duties and obligations are far greater as well. 


CHAPTER 9 


Obligatory Acts 
in Islam 


of worship in Islam, which is that Muslims must fulfil their 

duties to Allah $§ and to people. Therefore, we now need 
to know what those obligations under these two categories are. A 
derailed discussion of these obligations is not necessary, but the 
following overview will bring about a greater understanding of Islam 
and of Muslims. 

Initially, upon embracing Islam, Muslims declare verbally and 
recognize from the heart, “There is no god bur Allah, Muhammad is 
the Prophet of Allah.” Through this declaration, they enter into a 
contract with the Lord, They recognize Allah 38 as the Lord, the 
entire concept of tawhid (the Oneness of Allah 4), Muhammad &® 
as the Prophet of Allah and as the Seal of Prophethood (which is to 
say that no other prophet of Allah 4€ will come after him), and that 
the holy Qur'an is the final word of Allah 4. Through this contract, 
Muslims completely submit their will to the will of Allah 4, guaran- 
tee thar they are not going to disobey Him or insert their own ideas 
in any way into religious matters, and will follow His commandments. 

If Muslims do not totally surrender, then they have not entered 
into Islam completely. If this is the case, then what can they be 


a) N THE PREVIOUS CHAPTER, we learned the broader meaning 
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considered? Who can tell, and what should one call them: half in, half 
out: head in, body our; sneaking into Islam; fooling themselves or 
others or trying to “fool” Allah 4; or just hypocritically entering 
Islam? Regarding this, Allah 4& demands in the holy Qur'an: 
faithful believers! Enter into Islam with complete submission 
and do nor follow in the footsteps of Shaytin; undoubtedly, he is 
for you a manifest enemy. * |2:208} 


Simply writing one’s initials is not sufficient; one’s complete 
signature must appear on a contract for it to be valid and enforceable. 
Upon signing a contract voluntarily and willfully, it is presumed that 
it will be followed and any breach thereof is dealt with in full force as 
underlined in the contract, Mistakes here and there may be forgiven, 
bur violations must be cured through appropriate measures. However, 
completely disregarding a contract renders it null and yoid, and no 
benefit can be claimed by the parry at fault, 

Recently, I have come across terms such as “practicing” and “non- 
practicing” being used to explain how religious a person is. Even some 
Muslims are noticed uttering. “We are non-practicing Muslims.” 
Also, it is becoming common for some Muslims to ask each other, “Are 
you a practicing Muslim?” or "Are you a non-practicing Muslim?” or 
“Are you a not-so practicing Muslim?” Remarks such as “I am not 
that kind of a Muslim” or “Oh, you are thar kind of a Muslim" have 
become common, Whatever the reply is, it is said boldly, without any 
remorse and sometimes with pride. 

Let me state very clearly thar, Islamically speaking, there are no 
such terms as a “non-practicing Muslim” or a “not-so practicing 
Muslim.” One is either Muslim or nor: there is nothing in berween, 
However, there are other terms for willful violators in Islam, such as 
fiijir (sinner), fiasiq (tansgressor), mundfiq (hypocrite), and mnertad 
(apostate). Allah $8 categorized people in the Qur'an Himself and 


revealed: 
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And some from the general populace say, “We people have 
come to believe in Allah and the Last Day,” whereas they are not 
from the believers. They intend to deceive Allah and Muslims, but 
they do not deceive but themselves and ate unaware of it. In their 
hearts is a disease, so Allah lets them progress in the disease, and for 
them isa painful torment for they used wo lie. © 2-10) 

By intentionally and willfully declaring the following Cardinal 
Article of Faith, one becomes a Muslim: 

| have faith in Allah; His angels, His holy books. His 
prophets, the Day of Judgment, (the fact dhat both) good and 
bad comes from Allah, and in the resurrection (after death). 

T have discussed in detail about Allah $€ in Chapter 4, 

Angels are Allah's 3% creatures who were created from nur (light) 
and do not have a nafi (base self), They neither disobey Allah 4% nor 
deviate from their purpose of servirig Him. Their purpose in the 
kingdom of Allah & is fixed, and they perform accordingly, ‘Their 
nourishment is the remembrance of Allah $4. They do not procreate, 
Ic is required for Muslims to have faith in their existence. The most 
important and exalted angels are Jibrail (Gabriel) S*', Mekal 
(Michael) “2, Lzrail “8#!, and Israfil 

Having faith in the holy books means that Muslims must believe 
that the Taurat (Torah), Zabir (Psalms), Injil (gospel) and the holy 
Qur'an were revealed by Allah $8 to His prophets and were not 
written by men. According to Islam, the Taurat, Zabdr, and Injil do 
not exist in their original form and are no longer valid, Now, only the 
holy Qur'an remains valid as the guidance from Allah $& for all times 
to come. The holy Qur'an was discussed briefly in Chapter 6. 

‘To have faith in Allah's 3& prophets means tw recognive all of 
them as chosen men who were sent to guide humankind. As per 
Islam, Muslims cannot disbelieve in even one of them. They must 
believe and respect all of them, from Adam *S=! to Isa (Jesus) 
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and of course Muhammad §, the Final Prophet and Scal of 
Prophethood. Muslims must attach proper salutations whenever 
saying or writing their names, in order to pay utmost respect to them, 
and must have affection in their hearts for them. I discussed the need 
for and role of prophets in Chapter 5. 

Believing in the Day of Judgment is central to Islam. The matter 
of accountabiliy, fear of punishment, and expectation of reward, all 
provide impetus to follow the commandments of Allah 3% in this 
life. Believing in the Day of Judgment and everything that will 
happen in it brings unique and worthwhile changes to a person's 
behavior. (See the next chapter for more details) 

Believing that good and bad comes from Allah $8 means that 
He is All-Powerful, Almighty, and All-Knowing; nobody else brings 
good 0 us besides Him, and nobody else can bring misfortune but 
Him. When good comes to us, it is because of His kindness, blessing, 
and pleasure, When we suffer from misfortune and come actoss any 
pain, although it comes from Him, itis because of our own fault, bad 
deeds, misbehavior, crimes, and sins, for which we must pay. In one 
is better to receive pain and punishment for unforgiven sins 
here in this life because punishments and sufferings of this life are 


sense, 


only temporary, while the punishment, excruciating pain, and 
sufferings of the Hereafter are eternal. 

The belief thar all good and bad comes from Allah 4€ does not 
mean that Allah $& hay already decided to inflict pain on some and 
bring pleasure to others. It only means that both good and bad come 
from Allah 3. Allah $& is just and never does any injustice. 

Having faith in the resurrection means believing in life after death. 
Certainly, without coming back to life, Judgment Day and the concept 
of accountability co establish punishment or reward are not possible. 
Thuy, Muslims must concurrently believe in life after death. 
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Every now and then, we see dead bodies, 
either of our own loved ones, friends, and — ‘#r Alla itis 
collegues or of oes. In one way or another, “™srsndiok 
when dead bodies are disposed of, it is certainly ay Hegane i the 
difficult to understand and believe how a dead fiat ime. He can 
body, after it has been buried for so long and 2 wllgive life 
turned Into dust, ashes, or mixed Inco earthly soil, ©*“**r—#tine 

ty soll, 
can be brought back to life. It is easy tw believe that death is some 
permanent reality, but the fact is that this death is temporary, just like 
this life of ours on Earth. 

Alla $% clarifies in the holy Qur'an that: 

Everyone will be tasting death and will be fully given their due 
only on the Day of Judgment. Whosoever is saved from Hell and is 
admitted into Heaven certainly becomes successful. And this earthly 
life is nothing bur a deceptive earning. * (3:185) 

In this sacred verse, only the “tasting” of death is mentioned, and 
just the “taste” of i¢ does nor make it permanent. For Allah $&, it is noe 
at all difficult to give life again as He gave it the first time. He can and 
will give life for the second time. This is a matter of belief. However, if 
this process were easily conceivable, believing in it would have been 
easy as well, and then there would be no reward for having faith in i. 

‘The Declaration of Faith brings an individual into the fold of 
Islam. Thereafter, the entire worshiping process begins. The whole 
business of rights and duties and the contract between man and Allah 
4E become effective immediately, Among the duties to Allah 4§, the 
first and foremost obligation of an adult Muslim is to perform the 
daily salah (the prayers of worship offered five times a day), the 
second is to observe saum (fasting during the month of Ramadhan), 
the third is to give zakdh (obligatory charity), and the fourth is the 
performance of Hajj. These are called the five pillars of Islam, with 
the Declaration of Faith being the first. 
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Salah is to be performed five times a day, at prescribed times; itis 
an obligation of every adult Muslim, as long as he or she remains 
sane. Adulthood starts at different ages for boys and girls. Boys must 
start performing their salih from the age of twelve and girls from 
approximately the age of nine. Silah should not be missed intentionally, 
and if missed by chance its qaza (substitute sal#h) must be performed 
as soon as possible. It is important to perform each salah ar its due 
time. The Fajr Salih is before daybreak, Zuhar Salah is av midday, 
Ar Salih is in the afternoon, Maghrib Salah is immediately after 
sunset, and the fifth and final obligatory salah is sha, which is to be 
performed in the night, about wo hours after sunset. 

On the Day of Judgment, the first question asked of Muslims will 
he about the establishment of salah, According to Prophet Muhammad 
&, “Salah distinguishes a believer from a non-believer; it is the shield 
(chat saves Muslims from sin), the key to Heaven, and the pinnacle 
point at which a slave meets his Master, Allah 9%" (Hukhan and Muslim), 
Rain or shine, Muslims must perform their salih, 

Salth entails physical activity as well as spiritual nourishment. 
Establishing it not only fulfills a Muslim's obligation to Allah 4§, it 
also brings inner pleasure and many blessings from Him, During 
salt, the act of prostration is the closest point to Allah 4& and shows 
utrnost humniliry, which is one of the core purposes of salah, Further- 
more, nearness to Allah 3S, peace of heart and mind, uplifting of the 
soul, steadfastness in faith, security from sins, purification of the 
body, heart, and mind, and many other physical and spiritual benefits 
are but a few of the bounties of establishing sali/, 

Hundreds of millions of Muslim men and women perform silih 
every day without any problem, hardship, or distuption in their daily 
routines of life. Those who intentionally miss salah are not credible 
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Muslims, regardless of how scholarly, pious, elevated, or spiritual they 
may seem. According to Islamic sharia (law), such Muslims are 
categorized as fasig (violator) (Bukhari and Mustim|, They have no right to 
teach or preach Islam and should never be considered an authority on 
Islam. How can those who do not first properly learn or practice 
themselves teach or preach to others? 

To observe saum means to fast in Ramadhan, the ninth month of 
the Islamic lunar calendar, Ramadhan is an important and blessed 
month in which there is a night called Lailarul-Qadr (Night of Power). 
It is widely believed to be the nwenty-seventh night of Ramadhan, 
and it was in this night thar Allah $& began to reveal the holy Qur'an 
to Prophet Muhammad &8. The reward for praying throughout this 
night is equivalent to the rewards for praying for a thousand months. 

While fasting, Muslims do not eat, drink, inhale other than air, of 
consume any substance from dawn to dusk. They break their fasts at 
sunset. The sick and wayfarers are excused from fasting, but they must 
make up for the days missed, whenever their condition allows them to 
do so, Those who are weak and cannot fast should feed one hungry 
person at least evo full meals for every day of fasting that they miss. 
Intentionally not observing or violating the rules of saum displeases 
Allah 3. 

According to a Hadith-e-Quedsi, Allah 4; stated, "| Myself am the 
reward for sawn.” Clearly, this is a great blessing that Allah Himyelf 
YE becomes its reward. This means thar He is very much pleased that 
the observer has refrained from eating and drinking for His sake and 
has resisted the pain of hunger all day long just to receive His 
pleasure and to abide by His rules and commandments. Almost every 
single adult Muslim throughout the world observes sam in the holy 
month of Ramadhan. Allah 3& reveals: 
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© faithful believers! Obligatory upon you is fasting, as it was 
made obligatory upon those before you, that you may now become 

pious, * [Qur'an 2183] 

This verse also informs us that fasting was made obligatory in one 
form or another, upon earlier nations. According to this verse, the 
main purpose of fasting is to achieve piety. It is not simply to refrain 
fiom food for a certain period and then eat uncontrollably. During 
fasts, it is necessary 1 be extra cautious about refraining from sinful 
acts and to perform acts of worship and other good deeds as much as 
posible in order to receive abundant blessings. This month is basically 
the training period for Muslims to achieve piety and to learn how to 
remain pious throughout the year. If Muslims do not become pious 
and simply alter their schedules of food intake during Ramadhan, 
then they have neglected its entire purpose. The training of 
Ramadhan is lost if chroughout the year Muslims do not act as they 
are supposed to, 

Unfortunately, an increasing number of Muslims are celebrating 
the end of Ramadhan in an un-Islamic fashion that clearly indicates 
that they did not learn anything during the holy month and did nor 
acquire any level of piety. Islam does not allow celebrating in such a 
way thar violares its basic teachings and that clearly defeats its 
intended purpose. The blessings and goodness of Ramadhan will stay 
with those who perform their best during it. As for those who ignore 


Allah's 45 commandments or indiscriminately violate them, one can 
only pray for them to be guided before their time is up. 

During fasting, aside from recognizing the pain of starvation, 
Muslims come to appreciate the value of food and physically feel the 
pain of poor people who normally never have enough to car, As 
humans, we should never take for granted the abundance of food, and 
we should always be mindful of the less fortunare. The more aware 
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we become of other people's pains through experiencing the same, the 
more caring we will be. The more caring we become. the more we 
will share the bounties of Allah 3 with others. The more we share, 
the more love there will be in human society, ultimately resulting in 
real peace and happiness. The means to obtain real peace and harmony 
‘are there; we just have to reach out to them. 

In the month of Ramadhan, Allah 4 is more forgiving and kind. 
He readily forgives anyone who earnestly repents, He abundantly 
blesses those who seck His blessings. The rewards of a good deed per- 
formed in the month of Ramadhan are multiplied seventy times and 
in some cases seven hundred times. Throughout the world, Muslims 
try to reap more reward in Ramadhan by praying abundantly, reciting 
the holy Qur'an, spending money for. the needy, feeding the hungry, 
and enjoying every single moment of Ramadhan in the true Islamic 
spirit. Many Muslims even burst into tears when this blessed month 
comes to end because they fear they may not live to see it the following 
year, These genuine believers acquire blessings, achieve picty, complete 
training, and remain faithful throughout the year. Of course, they will 
also receive the “Reward of Allah 4€ Himself” on Judgment Day, 

Among the other duties of Muslims is to give 2akah (the Islamic 
obligatory charity) on their wealth, The rule is that anyone in 
possession of a certain amount of wealth for a full year is obligated co 
give 2.5% of its total value as zakith. In the holy Qur'an, Allah *& 
clearly outlines the eight eligible recipients of zakiily 


Charity is (for) the poor and the needy and those employed co 
collect it and those whose hearts are to be consoled and 10 
emancipate a slave and those in debe and in the way of Allab and 
the needy wayfarers. These allocations are from Allah and Allah iy 
All-Knowledgeable and All-Wise, * (260) 
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‘This monetary form of duty is incumbent on all able Muslims, in 
order that Muslims in need can be helped. Since this is a duty of the 
relatively rich, the rights of those in need are easily and automatically 
fulfilled. Through the proper distribution of zekdh, an entire society 
can progress easily and prosper. Giving zakih purifies one’s wealth. 

‘When Muslims give zakih willfully, their hearts are cleansed of 
the love of this material world because the intent is to please Allah 3§. 
This proves that they truly believe in Allah 4% and in their accounta- 
bility on Judgment Day. Not only does giving zthth help fellow 
Muslims, it is a form of worship as well. The Prophet & stated: 

Those Muslims who properly give zakth, never lose their 
honestly cared wealth; in fact, it is secured and can never be 
destroyed because Allah protects it. (Abu Dawad] 

‘The institution of zakth has many inner and spiritual benefits. 
One of the explicit benefits is that it creates the perfect foundation for 
a sound economic system. Zakdh benefits every member of a society 
and leads to relative economic equality. It can be given directly to 
deserving Muslims (from the categories quoted above) or entrusted to 
an Islamic government or to any other designated trustee for its proper 
distribution. Certainly, individual Muslims who personally give zahit/ 
fairly and equitably, reap more reward and satisfaction (Muslim). 

So far, we have learned about the Islamic acts of worship of daily 
sail and fasting, which are of physical nature, and of zakith, which 
has a monetary aspect to it. Now we come to the obligation thar 
comprises both physical and monetary aspects—the Hajj. 

Haj is the sacred pilgrimage to Makkah and is obligatory once in 
4 lifetime for Muslims who have the physical and monetary means to 
do so, provided the route of their travel is peaceful enough to make 
the journey. Moreover, pilgrims must leave behind enough money 
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and provisions for their family for whom they are legally responsible. 
Anyone who is financially able bue physically incapable of making the 
trip can choose another Muslim to fulfill chis obligation on his or her 
behalf and expense. A Muslim woman can only travel ro Hajj while 
accompanied by her husband or a mahram, a man whom she cannot 
legally marry (e.g., father, son, brother....) (Bukhari). 

Hajj takes place in Zul-Fijjah (the ewelfth and last month of the 
Islamic calendar). Nowadays, about three million Muslims perform 
Haj, and this number increases each year. The experience of Hajj is 
so unique and full of blessings, spirituality, and inner sacisfaction that 
it cannot be described in words. Pilgrims never wish to leave these 
holy places; however, they do so with a strong desire to return once 
again. A Muslim who performs Hajj becomes pure, like a newborn 
child who has no sins. 

Only Muslims are permitted to enter the confines of the holy 
cities of Makkah and Madinah. Upon watching the Hajj pilgrimage 
through media broadcasts, even non-Muslims witness its uniqueness 
thar reflects the simplicity of Islamic principles and the equality and 
unity of Muslims, 

Aside from the faraidh (obligatory acts) that are to be practiced by 
all Muslims—jihad, acquisition of the knowledge of figh (Islamic 
jurisprudence), joining funeral processions of Muslims, and a tikif 
{worshiping in seclusion in the last ten days of Ramadhan) are obliga: 
tory acts the performance of which by only a few relieves the rest af the 
Muslim community from fulfilling them, However, if no one performs 
these obligations, then the entire community becomes sinful, ‘These 
obligations are known as Faerdl-e-Kifaywh. ‘There is great reward for 
those who take on the responsibility of fulfilling them and for relieving 


118 Wout You Lixt To Know SOMETHING ABOUT ISLAM? 


their community. Besides the faraidh, there are many other acts 
classified in this way: 
* Wijib — obligatory, slightly distinguished from fardh, which 
are more obligatory 
*# Sunnah ~ tradition of the Prophet 
* Mustahab — recommended 
* Nafil — supererogatory (more than what is required) 
* Mubah ~ neither prohibited nor obligatory 
* Makrah — unbecoming/disgusting (not unlawful, but 
disapproved of) 
* Hardin — prohibited (abstaining is obligatory) 

After performing the obligatory acts, Muslims who engage in 
nafil acts become closer to Allah $¥ and receive abundant blessings. 
‘They, asa result, are endowed with wisdom and spirituality. Through- 
out the holy Qur'an and ahadich, Muslims are commanded to practice 
other good deeds as well; some of which are presented below. 


© faithful believers! Enter into Islam completely... * [2:208} 


© faithful believers! Spend in the way of Allah out of what He 
has provided for you... * [2.284] 

© faithful believers! Do not waste your charities by boasting 
(abou) favors and by inflicting pain, like those who spend their 
wealth tw show off to others... * (2264) 


O faithful believers! Give from the pure wealth you have earned. 
and thar which We took out for you from the Earth, and do nor 
intend co give from 
would not accept... * | 


© faithful believers! Fear Allah as He ought ro be feared, and do 
not die except in a state that you people are Muslim, © And strongly 
grasp the rope of Allah all together, and be not divided... # [S:102-105) 


© those who brought faith! Do not consume one another's 
wealth unlawfully... © [429) 
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© those who brought faith! Stand firmly for justice while 
testifying, for the sake of Allah, even if it be against yourselves or 
your parents and immediate relatives... * [4195] 

© those who brought faith! Fulfill your covenants... * [5:1] 

O those who brought faith! Stand firmly as witnesses of justice 
for the sake of Allah. And let not the enmity of a nation excite you 
to forego justice, so do justice... * 5:8] 

© those who brought faith! Whoever among you becomes an 
apostate in the deen (religion), so Allah shall soon bring forth a people 
making them His beloved, and they too shall love Allah... * (554) 

O faithful believers! Do now take fas friends) those who have 
made your religion a mockery... ® [557] 

O those who brought faith! Alcohol and gambling and idols and 
divining are in fact impure works of Saran, so protect (yourself) 
from them, ro acquire success... * (5:90) 

‘Those who broughr faith and did not mix their faith with evil, 
for them is peace. and they are the rightly guided... * x2? 

(© Prophet) say that shameless acts have been forbidden by our 
Lord, those that are visible and hidden, and sins and unjust 
‘oppression... * {7-83) 

© thase who brought faith! Fear Allah, and be with the 
truthful ones, * (119) 


© faithful believers! Do not attach (yourselves) to the feet of 
Satan, and he who attaches co the feet of Satan, so undoubtedly he 
(Satan) commands (them vo do) shamelessness and evildoings... * 

pany 

© Muslims! Do not go inro houses other than your awn houses, 
unless you have asked for permission and greeted the residents with 
salir (grecting of "peace”). This ts beret for you, if you think,» (2427) 

O faithful believer’ Remember Allah with much remembrance. © 
And glorify Him, morning and evening, * [3841-42] 

© faithful believers! Fear Allah, and speak the most righteous 
speech, © [3870] 
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© faithful believers! Ifsome transgressor brings to you any news, 
verify it thoroughly, 50 that you inflict hardship upon any people 
unknowingly and are left regretful for what you have done. * (49:6) 

faithful believers! Men may not make fun of other men; it is 
highly possible that they are better than those who make fun. And 
women may not make fun of women; it is highly possible that they 
are better than those who make fun... * (4911) 

O faithful believers! Do not be too suspicious, certainly some 
suspicions are sinful, and do not seek fault, and do not backbice 
‘one another. Would any of you like to cat the flesh of your dead 
brother?... * (49:12) 


© faithful belicvers! Keep fearing Allah, and everyone should 
look at what they sent forth for tomorrow... * {5918} 

© faithful believers! Why do you say that which you do not do 
yourself? * Ic is extremely unpleasant to Allah that you say what you 
do not do yourself. * (612-3) 


O faithful believers! Let not your wealth and your children keep, 
you from the remembrance of Allah. And those who da so, they are 
the losers. # 689) 


© Bithful believers! Save yourselves and your families from that 
fire, the fuel of which are men and stones... * (G66) 


© faithful believers! Repent while facing Allah, a solid repen- 
tance. It may be that your Lord will eliminate your sins and admit 
you into the Gardens... © (668) 

Last, but not lease: 


And those who brought faith and did good deeds—We do not 
even give a command except for what is bearable—these are people 
of Paradise wherein they shall eternally live. # (742) 


WHAT DOEs ISLAM WANT MUSLIMS TO BECOME? 
LLAH $8 CROWNED HUMANS AS THE “Best of all Creatures.” 
He wants us to become worthy of this status. He provided 
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the necessary tools and knowledge in the form of a manual called the 
holy Qur'an and through the perfect embodiment of it, i.e., the 
Prophet &&, so we can easily achieve our goal. Allah 3€ did His part, 
and now if we choose to enter into the “contract” and submit our will 
to the will of Allah $8, we must do our part. 

Allah 48, wants a believer to carve out the sculpture of a momin 
(believer) from the chunk of meat called “human.” When a human 
successfully carves himself into a true believer, he achieves the tue 
purpose of life, and only then’ is he worthy of being called the “Best 
of all Creatures.” He finally becomes a reflection of Allah's image, in 
which he was created. Allah 3 has provided the necessary tools and 
knowledge, just as a sculptor is required co have the proper tools and 
knowledge in order to carve out a beautiful sculpture from a chunk of 
stone or wood. Moreover, the believer does not have to begin the 
carving process from scratch; a complete model and example in the 
form of Prophet Muhammad's 8% life is already present, thus making 
his job easy. 

By believing in the Oneness of Allah $6, a Muslim saves himself 
from divergent thoughts and begins to focus on the ultimate re 
His concentration becomes fixated and begins to revolve around the 
one and fixed center, Through performing daily salah, he equips 
himself with humility. meckness, and modesty. Through fasting, he 
becomes content with his life, grateful for Allah's $€ bounties, mind- 
ful of the less fortunate, and caring and sharing towards everyone. He 
learns to control his desires, strengthen his body, and nourish his soul, 


He lives a monastic life without ever leaving the stare of society, He 
builds resistance and endurance and becomes able to live under harsh 
circumstances, 

‘Through giving zakab, he purifies his heart from the love of 
material wealth, He prevents himself from becoming greedy and from 
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miserliness. He frees himself from the enslavement of this world and 
strengthens his belief in the fact that actual wealth is the rewards of 
the Hereafter, By performing Haj, he realizes that he is no different 
from others and that his money and he himself are for Allah’s 3 
sake, He aims for Allah’s 4 nearness and pleasure, He genuinely 
pursues ultimate success and gives himself up to the exclusive service 
of Allah 4§ and His Propher &8- 

‘Through executing the different types of jihad, he saves himself and 
protects others from the evils of men and Satan, thereby establishing 
peace and justice for all. He perfects his inner self through continuous 
introspection. He strives for the success of other fellow human beings, 
which is more important for him in the court of Allah && chan his 
energies, time, wealth, and even his worldly life. Thus, he becomes a 
true friend of humanity and the torchbearer of its success. 

Through forgiveness and humility, he removes arrogance and 
pride, Through patience, he builds endurance. Through belief, trust, 
and confidence in Allah 38, he achieves rectitude and uprightness. 
‘Through gratefulness, he becomes mindful of Allah's $& bounties and 
of others’ favors to him. Through controlling his anger, ill desires, and 
sexual urges, he saves himself from falling below the status of brutes, 
‘Through simplicity, he saves himself from competing with others and 
avoids the enslavement of society, thereby acquiring the true taste of 
life. Through fulfilling promises, abiding by contracts, and keeping 
trust, he earns respect and trustworthiness and becomes dignified. 

Through fulfilling the rights of others, being just and removing 
injustices, standing along with the truthful ones, and condemning 
cruelty, oppression, tyranny, and those who practice such, he earns a 
higher status in society and becomes its savior, By being sympathetic, 
kind, helpful, merciful, affectionate, and respectful. he draws the love 
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of people and becomes dear to them. Ultimately, by excelling in and 
committing good deeds, he becomes dearer and closer to Allah 35. 

‘When people look at this momin (believer), the delicately carved 
out sculpture, an embodiment of superior characteristics, they 
distinguish him from the other chunks of meat. They immediately 
become attracted to him, begin to imitate him, offer their loyalty to 
him, and wish to follow his example. He becomes their leader and 
begins to rule over their hearts, rather than their physical beings. 

For a man to become a momin is his true purpose in life for which 
he was created, A momin is the vicegerent of Allah $6 on earth, as 
referred to in the holy Qur'an. He acquires Allah's 4 pleasure and is 
ultimately placed on the exalted station in the Hereafter, Through 
Islam, this is whar Allah 3€ wants us to become. 

Now, you may astonishingly ask, do Muslims really do all of this? 
‘Well, what can I say here other than that this book is not about 
Muslims; it is about Islam? So after reading it, you can decide for 
yourself. I can only say that, through my personal experience, hun- 
dreds of millions of Muslims follow their religion of Islam to the best 
of their knowledge, belief, and ability, Allah 4& will only judge them 
according to their intent and capabilities. Of course, there are “black 
sheep” everywhere, Among Muslims, they are those who nat only 
clearly violate Islamic principles and collide head-on with the 
commandments of the holy Qur'an, but also deface Iskam and mani- 
pulate its true picture for personal and political reasons, Such 
hypocrites do this in che name of moderation, revivalism, fundamen: 


talism, or this or that -ism. 

‘The presence and behavior of these black sheep. hypocrites, sigs 
(transgressors) and fijin (sinners) at every level of sociery should not 
be a justification for others not to practice Islam or to reject it. To 
some extent, I can understand "Muslimophobia.” because of some bad 
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elements among self-proclaimed Muslims, bur 1 am confident thar 
there is no justification for “Islamophobia.” Once the true under- 
standing of Islam and its principles is acquired, only then can related 
matters be judged accordingly. 

One unique aspect of Islam is that everyone will be held respon- 
sible and questioned on Judgment Day for their deeds and for any 
harm they may have caused. No one will be held responsible for 
anyone else or will be able to get away with blaming others for 
personal decisions and choices. May Allah 4% bless us all. 


CHAPTER 10 


Islam’s Concept of 
the Hereafter 


HROUGHOUT THE BOOK SO FAR, you have come across 
at words like “Hereafter,” “Day of Judgment,” and “other- 

worldly,” and you may have somewhat familiarized yourself 
with the concepts behind them. In this chapter, I will go into detail 
because these concepts are central to Islam. The period immediately 
after death, the Day of Judgment, the process of accountability, 
eternal life in Heaven or Hell, and everything beyond thar are all part 
of the Hereafter, 

According to Islam, when a person passes away from this world, he 
or she enters into the other world, The body stays here in one form or 
another, and Malak-ul-Maus (the Angel of Death) takes the ruh (soul) 
to A'lam-e-Barzakh (the transitory state, period/place). 

Whether the body is buried or disposed of through other means, 
angels known as Munkir-Nakir bring the deceased back to life in 
Allam-e-Barzakh and ask theee questions related to beliefs. If the 
person answers all three questions correctly, the stay in this transitory 
period/place is made comfortable, while incorrect answers bring pain 
and suffering, One can only remember the right answers if he or she 
has lived accordingly and has put into practice the beliefs in question. 

Whether the body is under ground or anywhere else on earth, 
regardless of its state, it remains connected wo the soul in A lame 
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Barzakh, If the soul is at peace, the body is peaceful and feels pleasure; 
if the soul is in pain, the body feels the pain and suffers tremendously. 

Death is the process of separating the soul from the body and is 
merely the mode of transportation for the soul to get to the Transitory 
State, The Transitory State lasts until Judgment Day. The human 
body grows on Earth, and after death it stays in the earth, in one state 
or another, The soul comes from Allam-eArwah (“the world of 
spirits,” where souls were kept since their creation), and on separation 
from the body the soul enters A lam-e-Bareakh. The time of death is 
fixed, and Malak-ul-Maur (Angel of Death) is never late or ahead of 
schedule and is capable of being in many places at one time, The three 
‘questions of the grave are: 

1) Who is your Lord? 

2) What is your religion? 

3) Whar did you say about this man? (poi 

Prophet Muhammad $8). (Mishkar) 

Whoever responds to the first ewo questions with “Allah $8" and 
“Islam” and in response to the third question, recognizes the man 
shown as Prophet Muhammad 88 passes che test and is left peacefully. 
Whosoever fails to answer correctly is left to suffer in pain, 

Every soul remains in A lam-e-Bareakh until Judgment Day. When 
this Day arrives, Angel Israfil 22) will blow into the sir (trumpet), 
whercupon everyone alive will die and everything else will be “wrapped 
up.” The holy Que'an states: 


ing towards the 


And (when) the trumpet is blown, they will die—what is in the 

skies and what is on land—excepr whom Allah wills, When blown into 

it again, so at that time, hey will all be standing (and) staring. © [568] 

‘Then, all will gather in the Mahshar Ground in the presence of the 
divine throne. All will be given their rogister of deeds to be weighed. 
Anyone’s good deeds that weigh more than their bad deeds will be 
among the successful ones and will enter Paradise. If the bad deeds 
are heavier, he will be among the losers and will be thrown into Hell. 
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Having iman (faith) is the prerequisite for any good act to be 
considered a ‘good deed’ in Islam and to be rewarded in the Hereafter. 
Purthermore, imam, as explained in Islam, is in itself, the heaviest 
among all virtuous deeds, whereas dur (infidelity) and shirk (polytheism) 
are the heaviest among all sinful deeds. In the life Hereafter, death will 
not come to anyone anymore. In fact, “death” itself will be put eo death, 
and the concept of death will cease to exist. Thus, life in Heaven and 
Hell will be eternal and infinite. The holy Qur'an mentions the length 
of Judgment Day to be equal to 50,000 Earth years (70-4), 

‘The belief in the Day of Judgment and in the concept of the 
Hereafter, including resurrection, is central to the Islamic belief system, 
The concept of the Hereafter and the accountability of deeds, as 
presented by Islam, make certain that spiritual and moral values are 
preserved and adhered to by its believers. The fear of painful 
consequences for criminal behavior brings crime down and reduces 
the likelihood of anyone resorting to crime, However, if there is the 
slight chance that a person could avoid punishment or imprisonment, a 
criminally minded person tends to commit crime. Since no one can 
exape from Allah 4% and accountability on Judgment Day, good 
‘Muslims remain vigilant against violating Allah's 4 commandments. 

Man-made laws do not grant a society complete protection against 
crimes, simply because law enforcement authorities cannot absolutely 
keep a watchful eye on violators, Manmade laws are inherently weak 
and because of loopholes, they cannot always be enforced, resulting in 
proper justice not being served. Many inner and hidden crimes com- 
mitted by people on a daily basis are beyond the scope of man made laws, 
Jet alone of man’s enforcement and punishment. Sometimes, human 
rights’ violators are so powerful that they cannot be brought to justice, 

However, an Judgment Day, divine justice will be served, and 
just compensation will be granted to every victim of crime who was 
deprived of justice. Allah 4 is the best of all legislators, and no one 
can escape from His jurisdiction. His enforcement and His laws are 
comprehensive, and there are no loopholes in them. Therefore, no one 
can escape punishment for his or her crimes/sins. Allah is All-Powerful. 
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‘On Judgment Day, everyone's power will be taken away, and no one 
will be able to prevent Him from delivering proper punishment and 
due compensation. He is All-Knowledgeable and records every deed; 
thus, no proof of crime can be inadmissible in His court. Overall, 
justice will prevail, and whoever did not get or was brought to justice 
in this life will have it on Judgment Day. 
On the Day when each one will find, present in front, the 
goodness cared and the wrongdoings that were done, each one 

will wish thar there were quite a distance between the wrongdoings 

earned and themselves, ... * (Que'an 4:40) 

Judgment Day is not only co hold people accountable for their 
deeds in this life, itis also payday for faithful people. Those who were 
on the right path, suppressed their ill desires for the sake of acquiring 
the Lord’s pleasure, sacrificed their worldly wishes for the love of the 
Lord, truly served humanity as per the rules ser forth by Allah 4%, 
performed all of their duties to the Lord and His creatures, and truly 
observed all of His commandments will be rewarded at this time. 

The following are some verses of the holy Qur'an regarding the 
Day of Judgment and the Hereafter, 

“So have you come to think that We created you just for nothing, 
and that you will not be returned towards Ue” « (29:115) 

And do not invoke any deity with Allah, There is no deity excepe 
Him, All things will be erased except His being. The Command is 
His, and towards Him will you people he returned. * (28:88) 

And those who brought faith and their peogeny followed behind 
them with faith, so We joined them to their progeny, and We did not 
reduce anything from their deeds. Every soul that earned whatever. 
has full grasp of ie, * (52:21) 

Knowledge of what Allah 4. our Creator, has revealed to us 
regarding accountability causes us to fear, which then makes us do 
what is right and proper, and this in turn brings us success and 
recognition. Thus, in this case, Islamic knowledge brings fear, fear 
brings right actions, and ultimately success is achieved. For example, 
many of us stop our cars at a red light because we fear the law, 
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payment of fines, and points on our license, We fear because of the 
knowledge of accountability for our actions. Where law enforcement 
is weak, people do not observe red lights because there is nothing to 
fear. Certainly, those who stop at red lights and follow other rules 
because of respect for laws and the wish to protect others, are better 
citizens, and there is no shortage of them. For others, they uly need 
fear of accountability to make them law-abiding citizens. 

Islam does a wonderful job of placing a great deterrent in the form 
of Judgment Day, in order to keep people on the right path, 
Unfortunately, many Muslims.these days are not deterred and have 
brought much unrest among themselves and others. Muslims will 
also not escape Allah's 4% justice. Judgment Day will be the day of 
justice for all and not the day of favors, especially for those who have 
committed injustice to others. Allah 4% states in the holy Qur'an: 

O Faithful Ones! Keep fearing Allah and all are ro see what they 
have sent forth for tomorrow, and fear Allah, Truly Allah is aware of 
every action you take, * (918) 

Has thar time not come for them who brought faith thar their 
hearts may yield for Allah for whatever the Truth was revealed to 
them. And be not like those who were given the Book before, and 
after much time passed upon them, their hearts became hardened, 
and many of them are disobedient * (57.16) 

(They) ate in gardens, They will inquire. * of the sinners, * “What 
was it that took you to Hell?” © They answered, “We were not among 
the praying ones, © did not use to feed the needy, * and engaged in 
profane chat along with immoral jargon, * and we used to deny the 
Day of Judgment, * to the point death came upon us.” * Now they 
will not benefit from the intercession of those who are to intercede. * 

[rasa 

Some people have difficulty believing that after becoming dust 
and scattered particles in the earth they will become alive again. They 
should not forget that Allah $& created us the first time our of 
nothing: the second time around He will at least have our particles. 
Creating something for the first time is harder than making it again. 
He is our Lord, the All-Powerful, Who possesses unlimited power. 
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He can and will certainly bring us co life again and arrange for the 
Day of Judgment for justice and retribution, Allah 4§ reveals: 
And he makes examples of Us and forgets his own creation, He 

asks, "Who will bring the bones to life when they are decomposed?” * 
Answer him, “He will give them life, Who brought them to life in the 
first place, and He is aware of all life— * Who created for you fire 
from the green tree, so now you kindle fires for yourself * —Does not 
the One Who created the heavens and the Earth have the power to 
create like (a human being again)? Why not; He is the absolute 
Creator, the All-Knowing, * Whenever He commands something 10 
come into existence, all He says, “Be,” and it is! * So glory to Him in 
‘Whose hand is the absolute right wo do what He wills, and towards 
Him you people will be broughs back. * (Qur'an 36:78-83] 

Hundreds of verses of the holy Qur'an warn us to be serious and 
not overlook this important matter. Allah 4& did a great favor and 
showed kindness in warning us abour Judgment Day. He is nor cruel 
nor is He a tyrant. Thousands of signs and prophecies that are coming, 
true prove that Doomsday is approaching. Everything that had a 
beginning must come to end. If everything were ro just end without 
any purpose, this universal setting would be nothing more than a 
waste, Such a fine creation with no purpose and no end is absurd. 
Allah 4& does not just create something for no reason. 

There is wisdom behind all that is kept “unseen,” which is why 
there is great reward For believing in the unseen. At the time of death, 
nothing remains unseen—bringing faith at that moment will be 
useless and unacceptable. Additionally, admittance of truth on 
Judgment Day will not bear any fruit. 

Heaven is the abode for believers, and Hell is for non-believers, 
This is the law of the Lord, Who is not unjust to anyone. He has 
nothing to lose or gain from i, He gives us every chance and equips 
us with every kind of tool and knowledge necessary to choose and 
make our decisions wisely. Now our fate is in our own hands. Injustice 
will not come to anyone, After all, each one of us is His creature, and 
He is our Lord, 


CHAPTER 11 


The Role and Importance 
of Intent in Islam 


according to a very famous hadith, “Actions are based on 
intention,” meaning thar acté are judged by Allah 4& on the 
basis of the intention with which they are executed. The action has 
secondary importance. Hence, the intention carries more weight than 
the act itself, and Allah $& is precisely aware of everyone's intentions, 

Many scholars of Islam confirm this hadith and believe it to be 
half of Islam: whatever is in Islam, half of it is contained in this 
hadith, Some even claim it to contain the entire philosophy of Islam, 
and call it Umumul-Abadith (The Mother of All Hadith), (Bubharit As 
far as my knowledge goes, no other religion can claim to have such a 
shore statement comprising so much. 

Intention is the first thought or set of thoughts that come to 
mind before one proceeds to act. For example, the idea to spread the 
knowledge of Islam and defend my religion came to me, so I began to 
write this book along with the intent to seck Allah's $ pleasure. 
According to Islam, whatever is undertaken to seck the pleasure of the 
Lord is considered a part of worshiping Allah 4 and becomes a good 
deed. The ultimate goal of a momin (faithful Muslim) is to sock Allah’s 
4E pleasure through his or her every action. Thus, based on my 


2 NTENTIONS HAVE GREAT IMPORTANCE IN ISLAM, because, 
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genuine intention to please Allah 32, 1am hopeful chat a reward for 
writing this book in the form of His pleasure will be granted to me, 

If my intention were to earn fame and/or wealth through this 
book, I could not be cligible to earn His pleasure, because | did not 
intend to do so. I may earn fame and monecary benefits, but because 
of the love of material wealth and intending co acquire it, 1 do not 
deserve anything in the Hereafter, and this deed would not count as a 
good one and will be rejected by Allah 38. 

A famous example to explain this further is that of a Muslim who 
one day, out of simplicity but with good intent, inserted a few stakes 
in front of a masjid (mosque) for people to tie their horses, so they 
could pray peacefully and not worry about their animals, Instead, 
people began to trip over them, Although he should have thought 
about this possible harm, he receives rewards for his good intention. 
On the other hand, someone who did not like Muslims put stakes at 
another entrance with the intent to hurt them, and instead worshipers 
began to tie their animals to them, and no one was hure. This person 
does not deserve any reward because of the ill intent, even though his 
action brought ease to the worshipers. 

Anyone who intends to please the Lord in the few years of life he 
has would continue wo please Him if he were allowed to live forever. 
Anyone who does not have those intentions would continue to live 
without pleasing the Lord as long as he or she lives. The rewards or 
punishments in the eternal life of the Hereafter reflect the kind of life 
we lived here on Earth. For example, as students, we learn for a 
semester or an entire year, but the exams that determine our fate last 
only a few hours, and determine success or failure. 

This life is a testing ground for human beings. Every necessary 
instruction has been provided. If we intended to please the Lord within 
the few years of life given co us, we will pass the test. The rewards for 
good intentions during our just few years of life are eternal, If we fail 
to have good intentions, the loss is for eternity. It is the intent that is 
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the deciding factor of our eternal fate. OF course, no one is going to 
be tested cternally to receive reward or punishment eternally. 
Moreover, a millionaire who gives thousands in charity without 
intending to please Allah 3& does not earn any reward from Allah 48. 
On the other hand, a poor person giving few dollars to earn Allah's 
36 pleasure receives abundant rewards because of his intention, 
Humans are uniquely intelligent and can quite successfully fool 
their own kind. Very frequently and easily, they can hide the real 
motives of their filthy minds and their secret and selfish agendas, 
‘Through words and gestures, they know how to portray themselves 
convincingly and frame their message in such a way thar they cannot 
be proven wrong, Like-minded people at once understand what their 
fellow means to say. We think such great orators and leaders work for 
our benefit and seem co be saviors, but only in the end, and only if 
we are lucky enough, we learn the truth of their inner intentions, 
Intentions are deeply rooted in the mind, and only Allah 3% truly 
knows them. As such, even though one’s intention is crucial in Islam, 
judging one is not permitted unless it becomes obvious. Muslims are 
only co pay attention to people's actions. They are to appreciate the good 
work, accept whatever appears to be good, and leave the matter of intent 
to Allah 38, the All-Knower. He will deal with peoples’ intentions and 
properly reward or punish them as per His judgment. We just have to 
know that according to Islam, a good action becomes 4 good deed only 
when one performs it with the intent to seck Allah's 4% pleasure and 
when one executes it correctly to the best of one’s knowledge and belief. 
Islam demands its followers to have the pure intention of pleasing 
Allah 3§ when performing every dury tw the Lord and to fellow 
human beings. Since intentions occur inside the human mind, no 
cone can instantly know; however, one can assess the intent after 
carefully studying the action, behavior, and outcome. 
Islam’s criterion is that a good action must be preceded with the 
intent to seek Allah's 4& pleasure for it to be included in the roster of 
good deeds, Similarly, many mistakes can be forgiven, if they were not 
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intended to violate Allah's commandments. Had a human invented 
Islam, he would not have required the condition of intention, which 
he himself could nor verify. However, since Allah $& exists with all of 
His attributes, and since Islam is His guidance to humanity, this 
condition is absolutely essential for rewarding and punishing, 

‘The demand of Islam for Muslims to have the intention of secking 
the pleasure of Allah 3 is one of the most obvious proofs that Islam 
is a heavenly religion and thar it was not proposed or invented by a 
human, There was no need for a personality like Muhammad 8 to 
introduce the concept that actions are based on the intent behind 
them. If Islam was his own creation, then for Muslims, to follow him 
and carry out his mission would have been sufficient, and there would 
be no need to demand the whole business of intention. However, the 
Prophet &% came to connect human beings to their Allah 4&. Thus, 
it was necessary to emphasize this essential concept so thar his followers 
could truly seck Allah's $4 pleasure and acquire ultimate success, 

Some great benefits of intending to seek only Allah's 48 pleasure 
are that if we succeed in our endeavors (through our actions), we do 
not become arrogant or ungrateful, engage in illegitimate activities, or 
demand any reward from our fellow human beings because whatever 
we did was for Allah $& and only to seek His pleasure, On the other 
hand, if for any reason we fail in our ambitions and struggles, we are 
not disheartened or depressed. Not being able to achieve that for 
which we strove, either because of our limited capabilities, because of 
unforeseen circumstances or perhaps because ir was not a part of the 
Lord's master plain, He still rewards us because of our intention to 
seck His pleasure through our efforts, Allah 4 rewards for good 
intention and motives, even if the actions do not materialize. 

Striving for and achieving our objectives are two separate things. 
Our duty is only to strive, whether we succeed or fail is left to our 
Lord, 


CHAPTER 12 


Free Will and 
Compulsion in Islam 


‘© CREATURE WAS GRANTED ‘FREE WILL" by the Creator 

besides human beings and the jinn. Free will is a 

powerful rool, and to endow man with it clearly shows 
that there must be a special purpose attached to human life that is not 
the case with other creatures. Since no other creature besides humanity 
and the jinn has free will, this makes human beings far superior and 
controlling over other creatures. It is said that everything inthe 
universe serves man in one way or another, and man’s special purpose 
is to serve Allah 45. Of course, the entire worshiping process is to 
serve Allah 38, as discussed earlier, 

According to many dictionaries, ‘will’ is defined simply as the 
power of making a choice or a decision or the mental faculty by which 
one deliberately chooses or decides on a course of action. Free will is 
defined as the freedom of humans to make choices thar are nor deter- 
mined by prior causes or by divine intervention. 

The face thar Allah 45 endowed man with free will is in itself 
sufficient proof that Allah $4 does nor compel man to do anything, 
If humans were not granted free will, there would be neither any 
justification for testing them nor any need for Judgment Day to reward 
‘or to punish. By endowing them with free will and making choices 
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available to them, Allah 3 is justified in testing them. It is on the 
basis of these test results that He apportions rewards or punishment. 

One of the main purposes for Judgment Day is to assess how an 
individual utilized his power of free will. If there were even a minute 
interference to man's free will or if he were compelled in any way 10 
follow a pre-ordained direction, then a ‘just test’ and ‘just reward or 
punishment’ could not be possible. Thus, there is no coercion, com> 
pulsion, or interference with human will. 

Allah 4 conveyed His guidance to humanity through prophets 
and finally completed it in the form of Islam, through Muhammad 
&B. His last prophes, Allah gives human beings the chance to choose 
between right and wrong via their free will and without any com- 
pulsion. Whoever wisely chooses to believe the ultimate truth, acquire 
ultimate success, earn the pleasure of the Almighty, recognize His 
prophets, become Muslim, submit and surrender his will to the will 
‘of Allah $8. and wear the medal of servitude of the Almighty, benetits 
himself eternally. 

‘The meaning of ‘Islam’ is to surrender and bow down, not to 
stones OF trees, not to stars of the sun, not to animals of fire, but to 
the Almighty Allah 9. the Creator of everything. We cannot see 
Allah $&, witness His majesty, or directly observe His limitless power 
or any of His other qualities. Thus, it is difficult to surrender to Him 
unless we ‘will’ ourselves to do it through acts of beliefs and from the 
depths of our hearts. No compulsion or coercion can play an effective 
role in that process of surrendering. 

Now, by saying, “There is no god but Allah, Muhammad is the 
Prophet of Allah,” Muslims sign a contract with Allah 38 out of their 
own free will. Thus, by being under contract, they voluntarily 
surrender their free will and choices to conform to the pleasure of 
Allah $&, There is no more selfish ‘my way.’ They now have to abide 
by all the rules of Islam, and if they do not, they suffer punishment 
for breaching this contract that they signed of their own accord. The 
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rest of humanity still has free will as to whether or not to choose 
Islam, but according to Islam the wise choice will not be willfully to 
reject the call of prophets and ignore Allah's 36 guidance, resulting 
in ultimare sufferings. 1 think this is fair enough, and who can be 
fairer to us than our own Lord? 

The kind of obedience chat Allah 9% deserves and that which 
brings ultimate success cannot be achieved without embracing Islam 
out of one’s own free will, If someone is forced into Islam by the 
sword, coercively, or through any other kind of compulsion, then true 
submission as required by Islam can never be achieved, and if there is 
some sort of submission, it cannot be permanent. 

Unlike animals, human society needs moral values to survive, The 
kind of society Islam intends to build and the kind of moral values it 
advocates cannot come about through gompulsion. For example, love, 
brotherhood, unity, piety, generosity, forgiveness, kindness, simplicity, 
cooperation, self-sacrifice, charity, chastity, and tolerance are all 
values that cannot be obtained through coercion, The fact of the 
matter is chat coercion defeats the entire purpose of Islam. 

‘Through the abuse of power and coercion, one cannot rule for a 
Jong time. It is only through love and compassion that the hearts of 
people can be conquered permanently. Any intelligent person will not 
imagine drawing any material benefit from anyone after his death, let 
alone centuries later, Thus, it was not for any personal reason that the 
Prophet 2% won the hearts of people through love, It was only so 
people could join him through their free will for the "greater purpose.” 
Muhammad's % main mission was to connect humanity to Allah 4. 
This could be achieved only through love. He did not use force or 
coercion, but he prevailed with the power of love and truth, and so 
did his true followers, 

Islam does not intend simply to increase the number of its 
followers; it wants people to succeed here and in the Hereafter. The 
fact is thar Islam does not need us, we need Islam. To bring everlasting 
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change in the life of humans, acceptance from the heart and voluntary 
actions are required. Through coercion. one could only obtain verbal 
acceptance, but the major part of accepting and certifying by the 
heart, as required by Islam, cannot be achieved {tuhbari). 

According to the Islamic teachings, Allah 4% disapproves of the 
actions of troublemakers and mischievous people. This clearly indicates 
thar Allah 4& does not approve of coercion and commands, bur He 
wants people to choose according to their will in reference to accepting 
Islam. Hundreds of verses in the holy Qur'an allow us clearly to 
deduce this message. 

At the very beginning of the holy Qur'an, Muslims are directed to 
begin its recitation with: 

“In the name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.” 

In another verse, Allah 38 says: 
«We do not burden any soul more than it can bear... © (61152) 
According to wo ahadith of the Prophet 8: 
Allah does not shower His kindness on anyone who is not kind 
to other people, (Bukhari) 
The sign of a smamin (true believer) is that he behaves well with 
his neighbors (both Muslim and non-Muslim), (Bukhari) 
In another verse, Allah 3€ commands: 
..and show kindness to parents, and kindred, and orphans, and 

the needy, and dhe neighbor who is your relative, and the neighbor 

who is not your relative and the companion by your side and the 

wayfarer,.. * [4.86] 

At another point in the Qur'an, Allah && describes a momin: 
And the servants of the Lord, Most Compassionate. are those 
who walk on the cath humbly, and when the ignorant speak to 

them. they only say: “Peace be 10 you.” * 25651 


‘These verses and ahadith are but a few examples indicating clearly 
thac kindness is the best virtue: to be kind is very much desirable in 
Islam, If an individual is kind, how could he be coercive? If one 
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preaches kindness, then compulsion is out of the question. Allah's 45 
guidance is full of kindness; therefore, Islam is free from compulsion, 
‘The reality is that compulsion and coercion suppress free will. When 
Allah 4% endowed us with free will, why would He suppress it? 
One of the greatest commandments Allah 3 reveals is: 
Call rowards the way of your Lord with solid straregy and good 


counsel and debate with them in the most desirable manner... © 
{16.825} 


Now, as Allah 3 directs believers to utilize such a manner of 
calling people to His path, He certainly cannot compel us to coerce or 
impose His guidance on others. 

In one very beautiful verse, Allah 48 says: 

Thete is no compulsion in deen (way of life). Surely, tue 

guidance now stands out clearly from error... * (226) 

‘There is no compulsion in Islam, This means that if a person lives 
in an Islamic sociery/country and does not embrace Islam, he or she 
should not be compelled to do so, 


THE ISSUE OF JRTIDAD IN ISLAM 
ey his IS APOSTASY. A MURTAD IS AN APOSTATE; anyone who 
returns to kufr (infidelity) after being a Muslim. Many have 
heard about a heavy punishment for irsidad, which is in fact, true. 
‘There is a heavy punishment from Allah 3& that He Himself brings on 
a murtad, both here and in the Hereafter. OF course, no one is 
compelled to enter into Islam, but once you are in, the story changes, 
By accepting Islam, a person recognizes Allah $8, surrenders his will 
to the will of Allah $€ and literally signs a contract to abide by His 
rules. Any violation of Islamic principles from thereon is a breach of 

thar contract and is punishable by Allah 4€. 
Now one can ask, since there is free will, how can anyone be 
punished for apostasy? There is no capital punishment for a murtad, 
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because there is no compulsion in Islam. However, if a murtad 
denounces Islam publicly, purposely defames Islam, creates mischief, 
‘wages war against the Islamic stare, and does not repent after repeated 
warnings, then he is due for capital punishment, Anyone purposely 
undermining and giving rise to instabiliry and committing treasonous 
activities by waging war against the Islamic state is punishable through 
due process of law. 

Man has free will, and when he enters into the fold of Islam, it is 
for his own good, and he benefits from it. On the same accord, if he 
decides to leave Islam out of his own free will, he chooses to become 
the ultimate loser according to the divine decree, Since there is no 
coercion in Islam, no one can be forced to embrace it, forced to stay 
in it, oF forced our of ir, One cannot even be punished if one decides 
to leave Islam. An ex-Muslim is not punished for irtidad but for 
treason if he goes so far as to commit treason. 

‘There is no historical record showing thar Prophet Muhammad 
BB ever hi 
hadith states that capital punishment applies to that murtad (apostate) 
who wages war against the Islamic state. (Bukhari) The issue/erime here 
is of treason against the state, not of becoming an apostate, Capital 
punishment for the crime of treason is not only a part of Islam, but is 
enforced all around the world, including the Unired States, 

According to Islam, as people embrace it, they come to life, to 
home, and under the grace of the Almighty, bur ifand when they leave 
it, they become wurtud, lifeless, and are withdrawn from the umbrella 
of peace and grace of Allah $&. Islam is no different when it comes to 
bringing traitors to justice. Certainly, the road ro repentance is always 


ing executed anyone for irtidad (apostasy). However, a 


open to everyone until their last breath of life, and as far as Islam is 
concerned repentance is posible, up until the Angel of Death becomes 
clearly visible, whereupon the doors to repentance are closed shut, 
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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF FREE WILL? 
OME MAY ASK, WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF FREE WILL if we have 
to choose berween Islam and suffering in the Hereafter? Since 
there is no way out, where is the freedom of choice? How is Islam free 
of coercion? 

‘The freedom to choose means that we are free to choose any one of 
two paths: one is Allah's $& path, which leads to Heaven; the other is 
not and leads to Hell. It is not possible to choose the path of kufr 
(infidelity) in this world and end up in Heaven in the other world. 
You cannot take half from one and half from the other. You have to 
take the whole package, whichever one you like. Allah $€ does not 
present the concept of Hell to make you choose Islam in this world. 
He simply shows us both paths and their respective destinations. 

The mercy and kindness of Allah 4% are that He informs us of 
the two destinations, so that we may choose wisely. Allah 4 does 
not place hurdles even in the path of those who choose the path 
leading to Hell. Since we clearly know the two paths and their 
destinations, Allah $& is justified in trying us according to what we 
choose through our own free will. Islam recognizes our decision- 
making ability and suggests that we make an informed decision. 

Allah 3& has nothing to lose if all of us choose the right path and 
end up in Heaven or choose the wrong one and end up in Hell. It is 
we who win or lose, 


FORGIVENESS AND TOLERANCE IN ISLAM 
UMAN HISTORY HAS YET TO PRODUCE A PARALLEL to the 
D6 swe of forgiveness and tolerance as defined and practiced 
in Islam. <A few examples in support of this proposition are presented 
in the following, 
After announcing his prophethood in Makkah and until his 
forced migration from there to Madinah, Muhammad 28 faced all 
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kinds of sufferings and physical pains at the hands of disbelievers, 
most of whom were members of his own tribe. He never fought back, 
never raised arms against them, and never permitted his followers ro 
retaliate. In the face of adversity, he and his companions held vo a 
policy of forgiveness and tolerance. Even under such harsh conditions, 
he continued to deliver Allah’s 4& guidance to humanity through 
patience, steadfastness, and absolute faith and determination. 
Forgiveness and tolerance are among the great qualities professed 
and perfected by Islam and practiced by the holy Prophet @%. He left 
indelible marks that attracted millions to Islam and, in a very shore 
period, brought the East and che West under the umbrella of Islam. 
Among other things, the rapid growth of Islam was due to its basic 
teachings of tolerance and forgiveness. 
Allah $€ reveals: 
And (O men) If you should forgive, itis nearest to piety... © [2237] 
Islam considers forgiveness and tolerance to be extremely desirable 
and laudable qualities. Allah 4% offers pardon to those who forgive 
and tolerate. The holy Qur'an commands; 
sAnd let them forgive and overlook. Do you not love that 
Allah should forgive you2,.. * (2422) 
Despite continuous infliction of pain and hardship on the Prophet 
2S and his followers, Allah 4€ instructed them to: 
Forgive and command what is good and stay aloof from the 
ignorant. * (Quran 72199) 
At another place, the Qur'an states: 
And never can good and evil be equal, Remove what is to be 
removed through uemoyt good... * (4154) 
In the same manner, keeping grudges is strictly discouraged both 
in the holy Quran and the sunnah. Once, a companion of the 
Prophet @% requested him to bring a curse upon the Makkans. Upon 
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hearing this, the Propher 8, a man of tolerance, became filled with 
anger (Tirmidhi and Bukhari). On another occasion, while preaching in the 
ity of Ti'if, people threw stones at the Prophet 4%, whereupon an 
angel appeared and asked his permission to crush the city with the 
two bordering mountains. He replied, “I have come as the mercy to 
mankind and not as a wrath” (Tieidhi and Bukhari). 

He commanded his followers to create ease for people and nor to 
put them in hardship, to make them happy and not hateful. He 
further stated: 

“The one who is not kind, no kindness is brought upon him. [Sukhi 
‘The Prophet M8 also stared that 

If you are kind to people on Earth, Allah will be kind to you in 

the Hereafter. [Tirmidhi] 

Once, the Prophet BS stood up (in respect) as people passed by 
carrying a coffin. His companions informed him that the funeral was 
of a Jewish man. He replied, “Was he not a person?” meaning that he 
was a human, as we all are, and Allah $§ had created him just as he 
created Us Mishka). 

In reality, there are at least three types of commonality among all 
people. The first is that we are all slaves of Allah 3§. The second is 
that we are all descendents of Adam 2), The third is thar we all, 
Muslims and non-Muslims, are part of the smmah (community) of 
Prophet Muhammad 2%. Here, the wmmah means the community to 
whom a prophet is sent, whether they broughs faith in him or not, 

The beloved Prophet 2% always respected these relationships, In 
fact, even during battles, he prayed for his cnemics |Bukhari).Has any 
general ever prayed in favor of the opposing army? This was nothing 
short of kindness from the merciful Prophet 2%. He never harmed, 
let alone killed anyone. He never even used foul language or became 
mad at people at his service. Once, in a battlefield while lining up his 
companions, he accidentally poked the chest of a companion with his 
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staff. Immediately, he presented himself to the companion to allow 
him to avenge for this mistake. The Prophet &%, with such an 
elaborate display of equality, justice, tolerance, and mercy, amazed 
the world and enlightened hearts and minds, permanently changing 
people's lives. 

While migrating to Madinah from Makkah, his birthplace, the 
Prophet @%. along with his most beloved companion, Abu-Bakr Siddiq 
«be, was pursued by a non-believer named Suriqa bin Malik, who was 
promised a great reward for their capture. As he came close to them, 
his horse was miraculously buried knee-deep into the sand and could 
not move. He yelled out to the Prophet 4% for mercy and pardon, The 
Prophet of Mercy (@% forgave him. Moreover, he requested this forgive- 
ness in writing to show to his people upon his return, Can such a show 
of mercy to one’s staunchest enemy be duplicated? 

Not only granting pardon, the Prophet 8 informed Suriqa thar 
soon he would wear the gold bracelets worn at that time by the king 
of Persia, ‘This prophecy came true just wo decades later, when the 
second khalifa (caliph) of Islam defeated the Persian Empire. The 
Ahalifa cook the gold bracelets from the king, put them on Suriga’s 
hand, and said, “Is this not of whar the Propher had informed you?” 

When the Prophet {98 reached Madinah, he drew up The Madinah 
Constitution (Appendis 1); which included all the tribes, including those 
of the Jewish faith, The following are some articles of that charter: 

1. Alll partics to this agreement will have freedom of religion. 

2. All may practice their religion without any hindrance. 

3. Everyone's places of worship will be protected. 

4, No one shall deceive, be unjust, or conspire against each other. 

Every article of the charter expressed and clearly defined the basic 
philosophy of Islam and its principles of tolerance and murual respect, 
as practiced and preached by the Prophet @8. This newly formed 


FREE WILLAND COMPULSION INIstaM 145, 


setting was based on equality, justice, and freedom of religion and 
choice, with tolerance as its main element. 

Even after his migration from Makkah to Madinah, the Makkan 
leaders/idolaters continued their efforts to undermine Islam and its 
followers. They conspired against Muslims and made sccret alliances 
with tribes in Madinah and outside of it. Many battles took place 
beoween them and the Muslims in the first decade of the Prophet's 
{@’ migration. Within this period, some tribes breached the treaties 
made with Muslims, and back in Makkah Muslims’ houses and 
belongings were plundered. 

Eventually, Muslims peacefully conquered Makkah and entered 
as victors into the city they had been forced to leave just a decade 
earlier, The Makkans feared a devastating backlash for their barbaric 
behavior towards innocent Muslim men, women and children, but 
instead the Prophet 4% granted general amnesty to all and pardoned 
everyone. The Prophet 8 said, “Today, all of you are free, and no 
charge is upon you” (Bukhari, Muslin, and Themidhi). 

Among those freed was a woman named Hind, one of the 
staunchest enemies of the Prophet #8. To avenge her father and 
brother, who were killed in the Battle of Badr, she had cut open the 
chest of the Propher's beloved uncle, Ameer Hamza, and chewed his 
heart at the Bartle of Ubud. The Prophet @% forgave even her, 
Consequently, they all rurned from being enemies of Islam to its 
protectors and loyal followers. No one before or since has duplicated 
this show of forgiveness and tolerance. 

Commenting on the unparalleled tolerance and pure heart of 
Muhammad (8, Stanley Lane Poole, a British orientalist and 
archeologist of the nineteenth century, wrote: 

But whar is this? Is there no blood in the streets? Where are the 
bodies of thousands thar have been butchered? Facts are hard things. and 
it is a face chat the day of Muhammad's greatest triumph aver his 
cnemics was also the day of his grandest victory over himself, He freely 
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forgave the Kureysh (Quraysh) all the years of sorrow and cruel scorn 
they had inflicted on him: he gave amnesty to the whole population of 
Makkah, Four criminals whom justice condemned made up Muhammad's 
proscription list: ne house was robbed, no woman insulted. It was thus 
that Muhammad entered again his native city, Through all the annals 
of conquest, there is no triumphant entry like unto this one. 

When Jerusalem was conquered by the sccand caliph Umar, he 
made an agreement with the conquered citizens of that city, clauses of 
which have not yet produced the parallel in history, that what kind of 
heanfelt generosity and tolerance they displayed with opponents and 
enemies, [quored in introduction to Higgin’s Apology for Muhammad, pp lexi) 


‘There are numerous opinions, commentaries, articles, and books 
by non-Muslim historians in recognition of such Islamic characteristics 
as forgiveness, generosity and tolerance. Unfortunately, however, some 
have dedicated their lifetime to creating misunderstandings about 
Islam and its teachings. One of the greatest misunderstandings of our 
time is that Islam was spread with the sword. Therefore, this issue 
must be addressed, 


THE ROLE OF THE SWORD IN ISLAM 
ING FT SIMPLY, TO UTILIZE A SWORD, you need two things. 
Firstly, you have to possess a sword; secondly, you must know 
how to use it, The greater the purpose to be achieved through the 
sword, the more expertise you have 1 have. If you have a sword but 
lack swordsmanship and only know how to wave it in the air, you 
cannot achieve much with it, 
Asa general principle, anyone interested in pursuing a career in 
science must take, from the very beginning, every necessary course in 


the subject of science to reach their goal. Similarly, every field requires 
relevant studies and trai 


ng for one to become an expert. However. 
this iy the general rule, and there can be exceptions to it. 

According to some, Muhammad 28 way “just an intelligent man” 
with many good qualities, bur was not a prophet, For them, his 
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prophethood cannot be verified through empirical means. For 
argument’s sake, let us suppose thar he was “just an intelligent man™ 
and that through his intelligence and other qualities he invented Islam. 
Then, realistically, we will have to admit that he was not “just an 
intelligent man,” but must have been “extraordinarily intelligent” 
because the system he developed, if he developed it. was such a great 
and fine system that “just an intelligent man” could not have developed 
it, Moreover, that extraordinarily intelligent man must have devised, 
well in advance, all the plans necessary to invent such a comprehensive 
religion. 

If people’s contention that Islam was spread by the sword is valid, 
then we have to suppose thar Muhammad 3% must have known he 
would be utilizing a sword to spread that ideology. Therefore, he 
would certainly have thought of mastering an unparalleled skill in 
using the sword, Moreover, he must have trained himself ro be a great 
swordsman and gathered many other swordsmen in advance, in order 
to achieve his purpose later on. 

‘The problem is thar we do not find anything co support the 
contention that the Prophet 28 or any of the early converts to Islam 
possessed any expertise or special training in swordsmanship. We also 
do not find any group that was trained well in advance that would 
join him later. Even if we assume that he did have special training or 
expertise in swordsmanship, then the question is, who or what 
prevented him from defending himself when, for example, Makkans 
threw filth, specifically camel intestines, on him while he was peace- 
fully praying in front of the Ka’ba? Why did he not protect himself 
through his swordsmanship when children were led to throw stones 
at him in TWif? If he were a swordsman, why did he suffer all kinds 
of hardships at the hands of Makkans for thirteen continuous years 
and never retaliate with his sword? Why, even thar night when all the 
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chiefs of Makkah, through their representatives, raided his house in an 
attempt to take his life, did he not defend himself with his sword? 

To make the long story short, he was a prophet from the Lord 
and did not invent Islam; instead, he delivered the message and 
guidance of the Lord to us. He never acquired any special training 
and never planned to use the sword, He did not come to fight but to 
teach the knowledge and wisdom of Islam and to warn about the 
assured events of the Hereafter. For this purpose, he did not need a 
sword because he could not have achieved by the sword what he was 
sent to achieve. 

As far as his personal security and protection was concerned, the 
Lord Who sent him promised his protection. If swords never played 
any role, even in those early days of Islam when their use would have 
seemed to be necessary and justified to increase the number of 
followers, how could they be necessary at the climax of its success? 
However, even after emigrating from Makkah in order to practice 
Islam peacefully in Madinah, Muslims were not freed from the 
persecutions of the Quraysh. Soon, the situation became warlike, and 
the need co defend Muslims against the imminent threats to their lives 
and property increased. It was only then thar the use of the sword was 
permitted, At this point, a role for the sword entered into Islam as a 
means of defense. It is to be remembered that even then it was not to 
promote or impose, but merely to protect, Islam, In the matter of 
propagation, Islam inherently contains enough qualities and benefits 
to attract people towards it: swords are not necessary and cannot play 
any role in the true propagation of Islam. 

The first person, a woman, the first wife of the Propher SS, 
Khadija Ya, embraced Islam as soon as the Prophet 8 declared 
his prophethood. She accepted Islam without the sword, The second 
Muslim, the first adult man to accept it, a successful businessman/ 
merchant, embraced Islam under no coercion, Many other early 
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converts to Makkah embraced Islam out of their free will and without 
a sword extended above their heads. As a matter of fact, swords were 
hanging over their heads threatening them if they did not leave Islam, 
but the firmly-rooted faith did not shake, and these new converts did 
not budge and stood firm in their commitment to Islam. 

For example, when the fortieth Muslim and the second khalifir of 
Islam, the famous Umar ibn al-Khattab 2, a strong and brave man 
who was feared by many, surrendered his will to the will of Allah 3 
in front of Muhammad 3% and embraced Islam, the sword was in his 
hands and he was in fact a great swordsman, 

The famous general, Khalid bin Waleed “Se fought many battles 
against Islam, inflicted heavy injuries on Muslims, and was a great 
warrior and swordsman, It is thus obvious that even if a sword was 
used against him, it could nor convert him w Islam, He embraced 
Islam through his own free wil, laid his sword at the feet of the Prophet 
{BB and permanently surrendered himself wo Islam. Through these ewo 
examples, we witness how swords were laid to rest before embracing 
Islam. During the lifetime of the Prophet . the fear of the sword 
never converted anyone into being a Muslim: it was always the other 
way around. Swords were never used to propagare Islam, but were 
later needed to protect it. 

Let us suppose that even if a sword were utilized, it could only 
acquire verbal submission, but could never obtain inner convictions, 
ay its required in Islam. Swords may cause one to convert temporarily, 
but they cannot keep one in Islam permanently. If one does nor 
convert from the heart. what is the sense of forcing him or her 1 
accept Islam? Forceful acceptance brings no benefit vo the individual 
‘or to anyone else, By the way, how many swords would you currently 
need, and how many people to hold them, tw control and subjugate 
1.6 billion Muslims throughout the world? Additionally, how many 
more swords would one need on a daily basis throughout the world 
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for newcomers? Manufacturing swords would be a thriving business if 
this were the case. 

A sword can slice a heart, but it cannot enlighten ir. It can sever 
the head, but it cannot bend it voluntarily for daily prayers. It can 
separate one from this world, bur it cannot bring any success in the 
other world, It can fill the heart with fear, but it cannot free i¢ from 
the filth of this world. Ir can shut the eyes forever, but it cannot open 
them to see the truth. It can cause one to surrender everything else, 
but it cannot cause one to surrender his or her will, It can rob a 
person, but it cannot make him generous. It can make a person proud 
and arrogant, but it cannot make anybody humble and modest, It can 
exclude one from society, bur it cannot make one caring and sharing. 

Islam intends to kill the Aufr (infidelity), not the Aafir (one who 
commits infidelity). It wants to eradicate shirk (polytheism), not the 
‘mushrike (polytheist). It wants to suppress the evil inside of people, 
not the people themselves. It secks to build societies, not turn them 
into graveyards. It wants humans to achieve the higher status, not 
eradicate people from the face of this earth, The portrayal of a 
Muslim holding a Qur'an in one hand and sword in the other is not 
only a mistepresentation of Islam, but it is purposely drawn to deceive 
and conceal the cruth from people. The sword and Islam are not 
synonymous, 


CHAPTER 13 


Value of Life and Its 
Preservation in Islam 


ECENT EVENTS AND THEIR COVERAGE BY THE MEDIA 
eR, have left the impression that Muslims ignore the value of 
life, Because of their lack of knowledge, some believe 
that Islam does not attach any value w life or does not provide guidance 


these misconceptions and 


for its preservation. In this chapter, I clari 
discuss the value of life and its preservation in Islam. 

It is a matter of fact, as we will see, that Islam is such a kind and 
caring religion that not only docs it give value to human life, but to 
animal life as well. Islam provides guidance for Muslims in all 
circumstances where the preservation of life is necessary. It protects 
human life from the embryonic state to the final moments of depar- 
ture from this world. Islam nor only takes into account the physical 
aspect of life, bur its spiritual side as well. 

Since it was for the very existence of human beings that Allah 45 
created the earth and everything else and made all the arrangements 
for people's guidance ro achieve their purpose during their lifetimes, 
why would He not command them to safeguard and preserve their 
lives? Why would He nor attach any value wo human life? If there 
were no value to life, then whar is the sense of morality, values, rights, 
and duties? Also, the reason to protect life would be lost; hence, life 
would soon cease to exist if it were to lose irs value. 
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Islam attaches great value to life and makes incumbent upon its 
followers the preservation of life at every cost. It not only commands 
people to live a harmless life on Earth, but even guides them co prepare 
for the same in the Hereafter. Human blood is not cheap to Islam. 
Islam promotes the philosophy of “live and let live” (Quran 429). Without 
this principle, Islam cannot create an environment where it can achieve 
its ultimate goal. Islam punishes those who cause trouble to people's 
lives and who violate this basic principle of life. It was the miracle of 
Islam that this call was made to a society where the value and respect 
of life was non-existent, and within a very short period the value and 
respect for human life was fully established. In Islam, taking life 
without “just cause” is among the worst sins. The Prophet {@ declared: 

(i) The greatest among the great sins is to associate someone with 
Allah 4& (shirk), murder, disobeying parents, and lying. 

(ii) A believer stays within the vast boundaries of Islam, until he 
takes life without just cause, for blood is sacred. 

(ili) On Judgment Day, Muslims will be accountable for their salih, 
(obligatory prayers of worship) and the first thing decided will be 
the claims of spilling blood. (Mishka) 

He was not any ordinary man who reported this; he was the 
Lord's Prophet #8, backed fully by Allah $8 and His commandments, 
Allah $& instructs His servants: 

and do not cast yourselves with your own hands into 

destruction... * {Quran 2195} 

Tein strictly prohibited to rake any action thar is harmful to oneself 
and that can bring destruction to human life. Islam does not allow 
taking even one’s own life, let alone thar of others. Islam wants us to. 
live our life fully. Suicide is Awntm (strictly prohibited) in Islam and 
those who commic it are condemned to Hell eternally. Allah 4§ stares; 


and kill not yourselves. Verily. Allah is ever mercifully 
inclined cowards you, * {Qur'an 4.29) 
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Life is not our own, it is entrusted ro us by Allah 48. On the Day 
of Judgment, we will be punished if we misuse it, Suicide is an 
extreme and clear sign of hopelessness. In Islam, even the slightest 
hopelessness is sinful, let alone suicide, A hopeless person is, in fact, 
denying the overall power of Allah 4% and loses faith in the fact thar 
He is the All-Powerful and can change any situation at any time. Thus, 
we should try to protect and preserve life at every cost and never lose 
hope or faith. A true Muslim never becomes hopeless. When Muslims 
cannot take even their own life, how can they be justified in taking 
the life of others, except for ‘just reasons’ and through the due process 
of law? In the holy Qur'an, Allah $5 commands: 

And do not kill any person whose killing Allah has forbidden, 

except for justice... * [Quran 173] 

Therefore, Islam strictly prohibits suicide, mercy killing, honor 
killing, euthanasia, or any unjustified killing. Islam also prohibits 
abortions, which many people feel does not constitute the killing of a 
human, In this regard, Allah $& reveals: 

- cand do not kill your children our of the fear of povery. We 

give sustenance to you ax well as to them... © (Quan (e15t) 

Often, the reason for abortions is the insufficiency of funds to 
support a child. Allah 3, in order to preserve and safeguard life, even 
of the unborn, not only prohibited abortions, but assures that He Who 
provides for you will provide for them too (Quean 51). Allah 4 
guarantees sustenance; hence, there is no need to take the law into 
your own hands and have an abortion. When Islam does not permit 
the killing ofan unborn out of the fear of poverty, bow could it allow 
abortions in societies where food and other luxuries are taken for 
granted, Islam completely prohibits abortion. Clearly, preserving life 
is the wise decision and taking life is not, because the Lord reveals: 

‘Thar surely, We have created man in the best mold. * (Qu’an 95:4} 
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Allah 3 created this beautiful life, which is the most precious, It 
is by no means cheap and for anyone to destroy. He created life to 
preserve it, so humans could fully enjoy the bounties on Earth and 
prepare for eternal life in the Hereafter. This commandment could 
not be any simpler and all-encompassing, With regard to the value 
and respect Islam attaches to human life, Allah 3& states: 

80 whoever kills a human being neither two avenge for a 
murder (nor) for criminal disturbance in the land, so it is as if he 

has killed all mankind. And whoever saves from death any (human) 

life itis as if he has kept alive all people... * {Quan 5:52] 

No society or charter of law has ever placed such a high value on 
human life as the constitution of Islam, the holy Qur'an. ‘There is a 
limit to how much humans can punish or reward someone for killing 
or saving lives, respectively. For example, if someone kills ten people, 
only one death sentence can be given to the killer, and the other nine 
victims can never be avenged. Similarly, rewards for noble acts and 
achievements are also limited, However, for the Almighty Lord, there 
is no limit. He can appropriately punish and reward as required for 
complete justice, How can Islam, which accords such a high value co 
life, allow for indiscriminate killing and not promote and reward life's 
preservation? The holy Qur'an states: 

And those who do not call upon with Allah other deities and 

do not kill such persons, who have been made sacred, except for 

justice, and do not commit adultery, and those who de this will fice 

punishment; * whose punishment will be increased on Judgment 

Day and (they) will remain there humiliated, * but he who repents 

and embraces the faith and does good deeds, so they are those for 

whom Allah will convert their sins into good deeds, And Allah is 

the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. * (25:68-70} 

Aside from forbidding indiscriminate/unjust killing and outlining 
severe punishments for murdeters, in order to uphold the importance 
of life, Islam addresses the physical, mental, and spiritual issues of life 
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as well. Islam intends for people to be physically and mentally fit in 
order to create an environment of peace and harmony. It wants to 
protect them from harm and to have chem work their way through 
this world successfully. 

Upon closely examining Islamic teachings and forms of worship, 
it becomes apparent that, in some way, every act done for the sake of 
Allah $& benefits the human mind and body, both spiritually and 
physically. Dusifully performing such practices brings about the 
realization that human life is the most precious gift of the Lord 
Almighty, Subsequently, one begins to respect. honor, and protect 
human lite from all harm, 

‘Mental health and physical fitness are important for the well-being, 
and preservation of life, Amazingly, in Islam, a healthy body and 
sound mind are achieved automatically through the regular and daily 
activities of worship. According to Islam, the time to live in this 
world is fixed by Allah $8, and nobody dies before or after their time. 
However, one should strive to stay healthy until his or her last 
moments, Islam is highly demanding in matters of preserving and 
protecting human life. The holy Prophet @& states: 

Humanity is not granted anything superior than forgiveness, 
health and wellness, (Nis 

Guidelines regarding health were established by the Prophet & 
and when followed bring many physical and mental benefits, For 
example, many whudivh deal with the intake of food (i.c., when to eat, 
what to ear, and how to cat and drink), maintaining good hygiene 
(e.g, washing hands before and after eating, washing hands after using 
the bathroom, trimming nails, removing pubic hair, showering fre- 
quently, brushing teeth, etc,). Moreover, many ahudith alk about 
curing illnesses through proper medication and foods, living a routine 
life, waking up and going to sleep on time, eating on time, and having 
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breakfast and dinner early. Maintaining a simple lifestyle for mental 
peace is in the ahadith as well. 

‘The following list further shows the importance Islam places on 
keeping the mind and body healthy and, at the same time, explains 
how to live according t Allah's 4 prescribed way as exemplified by 
the Prophet % himself. 

* Islam prescribes cating only Aalal (Islamically permissible) foods 

* Halal animals must be zabiha (slaughtered in the Islamic way, as 
stated in the Qur'an) 

* Pork and all of its byproducts are Aardm (strictly forbidden) 

* Alcoholic beverages are haritm 

* Beef is allowed, but not preferred 

* To cat until one has a full stomach is not recommended 

* Chew food as much as possible before swallowing 

* Meats must be fully cooked and eaten with lots of gravy 

* To drink water before/during cating, but not right after 

* To talk while eating is not preferable 

* To use the right hand to eat instead of utensils 

* Even though it may seem strange to some, but slightly licking 

fingers thar have come into contact with food is an important part 
of the food intake process; it has its peculiar benefits. 
* To sit on the floor while eating is a sunnah of the Prophet Si 

* To eav/drink while standing or walking is undesirable 

The Propher's & teachings on cating leave a true seeker of know- 
ledge spellbound as to how and why the Prophet would go into 
such minute detail. One of the main purposes of the Prophet 3% was 
to inform us about anything and everything that was cither beneficial 
or harmful to live a comfortable and trouble-free life, 

If the body and mind are at peace, one can proceed safely and 
easily to live life. Islam, the religion that addresses every bic of detail, 
surely intends to preserve life and asserts the highest value to it. 


CHAPTER 14 


Jihad: A Concept 


efore explaining jihad, I request that you keep in mind that 
when Adam 248! descended to Earth, Allah 3€ told him 
that His guidance would continue to come to mankind: 
whoever follows it, will be successful and will enter Paradise, and who- 
ever does not, their abode will be Hell (3:58.99), This clearly means that 
getting guidance to humanity was included in Allah's 4 greater plan, 
Allah's 3% chosen prophets brought that guidance and spread it 
to their communities. Finally, Allah's 4 guidance was completed 
and perfected with Prophet Muhammad (8. Since he was to be the 
final prophet and no other prophet was to come after him, the duty 10 
advance this guidance to furure generations became an obligation pon 
Muslims. With this, Allah's 4% promise to Adam “4! was fulfilled. 
Moreover, like many other things, fighting, killing, and spilling 
blood, for one reason or another, is part of human nature, If these evil 
aspects of human nature are not controlled and regulated, it is not 
possible to bring peace and happiness to Earth. Therefore, since 
someone will always be looking to fight and kill, then nor giving 
permission to fight back or to prepare to defend one’s self, family. and 
property would be unjust. Oppressors and tyrants never let a single 
soul live in peace on Earth; in fact, they wish to bury them beneath it. 
When people are granted the permission to fight back, it must be 
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accompanied with clear-cut and comprehensive rules to prevent the 
oppressed from becoming oppresors themselves, once they triumph 
over their oppressors. In contrast, if defense is not permitted, then 
consequently, not many people will be left alive. Therefore, it is natural 
and necessary to grant permission to defend oneself lawfully. 

Muslims, as followers of Islam, are assigned the duty of jihad co 
spread the message of Islam. They are permitted to do gital (killing) to 
defend themselves, their land, property, and livelihood and to overcome 
those who hinder their struggle in the “prophetic” duty of spreading 
Islam, though of course only through religiously sanctioned means. 

If the real concept of jihad and gizal is not understood completely 
and properly, then other teachings and philosophies of Islam will 
seem contradictory to each other. Certainly, there cannot be contra- 
dictions in the guidance of the Lord. Once all other concepts of Islam 
are understood truly and correctly, the concept of jihad and gital can 
be comprehended easily. 

Jihad, as per various dictionaries, is literally defined as struggle, 
strife, fighting, religious war, holy war (by Muslims), supreme effort, 
etc, However, jihad is a term that cannot be understood by any of its 
literal definitions or even what it literally means in Arabic, Jihad is a 
concept with many physical and spiritual aspects, temporary and ever- 
lasting effects, and worldly and otherworldly dimensions, Thus. on 
the basis of Islamic teachings, jihad should be more correctly referred to 
ay “the striving of Muslims with utmost efforts in the way of Allah 3% 
by adhering to every rule and regulation related to it, with the intent 
of the grearer good of Muslims and non-Muslims, and to achieve pro- 
minence for the deen (religion) of Allah 4$—Deen-e-Islam.” 
Therefore, every allowable struggle and difficuley Muslims undertake 
to spread the message of the Lord to humanity can be defined as 
jihad, (Quran 2760) 
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Since Deen-e-Islam is the complete way of life covering every 
aspect of life, then Islam's various concepts. such as jihad, must include 
a whole lor as well. As per the above (most appropriate) definition, 
based on Quranic injunctions, the main purpose of jihad is to 
achieve prominence for the deen of Allah 4. Now one might ask, “Is 
there one or several ways to achieve that prominence?” If there are 
several ways, as there should be, then there must also be several kinds 
of jihad, So now the question is, “Are there several kinds of jihad?” 
Upon paying close attention co the commandments of Allah 38 
and carefully analyzing the traditions of the Prophet 8, we find that 
the main concern of jihad certainly is to achieve prominence for Islam 
and that jihad should continue to be a dury of Muslims until this goal 
is achieved. The Prophet 28 said, 
Last Day...” (Bukhari and Tirmidhi Now, to achieve this prominence, let 


had will continue until the 


us suppose thar there is only one way, which is to kill all disbelievers 
‘or convert them to Islam forcefully, even though this is impossible 
given the current setting of the world and in light of future 
expectations, but let us suppose this anyway. In this case, jihad will 
not continue to the Last Day, when the Prophet &% has stated thar it 
will, Therefore, contrary to the misconception of many, the intent 
and purpose of the institution of jihad is yor to kill disbelievers or 
convert them to Islam forcefully. So clearly, there are many ways to 
achieve prominence for Islam; hence, there ate many kinds of jihad. 
Before proceeding, let me explain what is meant by "prominence 
for Islam.” Allah $6 could have left Adam =! and his progeny 
alone, to spend their lives on Earth in any way they would like, 
without His guidance. In such a case, they certainly would have all 
gone astray. In fact, even with His guidance, many have gone astray: 
fone can imagine what would happen without it. Allah 38 did not 
want this to happen, He wanted His ‘Best of all Creatures’ to succeed 
in the Hereafter. Thus, He informed Adam “= about sending 
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guidance to humanity so, as a result, humanity, could have the choice 
to be successful. 

If a religion is doubted, misunderstood, or fails to reach people, 
how can it ever be practiced for people to receive salvation? Allah 3% 
took it upon Himself to send His guidance through prophets and 
through their followers. Once the message of Islam has been success- 
fully conveyed to all people, its true message, philosophy, and practices 
are understood, and Islam then is realized as the way of life revealed by 
Allah $& for human salvation; this is thereby the prominence of Islam. 

This is an important mission and necessary to be achieved. No 
doubr, this is quite a difficult course to travel for the betterment and 
success of humanity. Sometimes, it is difficult to get people to realize 
something, even when it is to their benefit. Certainly, this effore 
requires much physical, mental, financial, and spiritual struggle. 
Nevertheless, it can be done individually or collectively and whenever 
or wherever necessary, Every bit of effort is worth the cause because it 
can potentially result in the ultimate success for billions of people. 
That is why the entire concept of struggling in the way of Allah $8, 
i.¢., jihad, is established to seek prominence for Islam, so all people 
can have a chance to benefi fram its guidance, 

Let me clarify here that achieving prominence for Islam through 
jihad does not mean that everyone must convert to Islam. Of course, 
this would be excellent, but if this were what is meant by prominence 
for Islam, then why would Allah 4€ have said: 

And if Allah so willed, He would have made you into one 

semmah (community)... * (Qur'an 1695) 

Since He Himself did not make us one wmmah, forceful conversion 
cannot be the purpose of jihad. Allah 4 wants people to choose 
Isham willingly and not as a result of coercion. Prominence for Islam 
simply means that people are given a fair chance to become aware of 
Islam and to realize that Islam is the only true religion for people and 
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thar salvation is only possible through it. After this message has been 
conveyed to people, they are free to choose whether or not to embrace 
it, Whatever people choose, they will see the result of their choice. 

‘The intene of a Muslim doing jihad must be to seek prominence 
for Islam, not for any personal goal. To achieve prominence for Islam, 
three things are necessary: preservation of Islam, protection of Muslims, 
and propagation of Islam. It is noc possible to take the message of 
Islam to others and invite them into it without first preserving it and 
protecting Muslims. If Islam is not preserved in its original form and if 
Muslims are not well protected, how would it be possible ro spread 
the message, make people realize that Islam is the true religion, and 
invite them to embrace it? Therefore, all of this is part of the greater 
goal of achieving prominence for Islam, and since jihad is the way to 
achieve it, there muse be several kinds of jihad. Thus, the process of 
preserving, protecting, and preaching Islam will continue, and as said 
carlier, this is why and how jihad will continue until the Last Day, 

Muslims have already surrendered their will to the will of Allah 38. 
‘They did nor make jihad incumbent upon themselves; ic was Allah 35 
Who commands Muslims to de jihad, This is Allah's $8 will, and 
Muslims have no choice but to follow Allah's 4 will and command- 
ments. Based on Islamic teachings, Muslims are to participate in 
several kinds of jihad. of which the major categories are: 

© “Jihad with One's Self,” known as /ihud bin Nafs. As per the 
Prophet &&, itis Jihad al-Akber, ie., “The Greater Jihad.” 

© “Jihad with Others.” To dhe surprise of many, “Jihad with Others” 
is referted vo as Jihued al-Ayghar, i.e, “The Lesser Jihad,” 

Jihad bin Nafi means wo struggle w parity one's base self, The 
base self artempts to focus on the material world and on illegitimate 
desires, taking a person away from the actual purpose of life: wor- 
shiping the Lord and completely surrendering 10 His will, fthud bin 
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Nafi also includes Jihad bish Shayta'n, “Jihad against Satan,” which is 
the inner struggle with the Devil, so he cannot misguide and lead you 
away from the Sinite Mustagim (The Straight Path). “Jihad with 
One's Self” never ceases, even up until the last moments of life. 

Jihad with Others is “The Lesser Jihad.” It can be done with sword, 
pen, and wealth, and it is commonly referred to as Jihad bis Saif, Jihad 
bil Qalam, and Jihad bil Maal, respectively. These kinds of jihad can 
be exercised one at a time or simultaneously. 

Jihad with pen and with wealth is usually associated with preserving 
and propagating, Islam. Jihad with sword, supported by wealth, is 
utilized to protect and defend Muslims and their territory, and 10 
remove any hindrance in the propagation of Islam, Jihad with sword 
is applicable only as a last resort, and only when the enemy has gone 
to extremes, and/or to protect the Muslim wmmah and dhimmis (non- 
Muslims living under Islamic rule). 

Before I go any further to explain jihad with sword, “armed jihad,” 
which is the Lesser Jihad, I would like you to be fully acquainted with 
Jihad bin Nafi Jikad with One's Self), This jihad is « prerequisite for 
all other kinds of jihad, and this is why it is called Jihad al-Akbar 
("The Greater Jihad”). 


JIHAD BIN NAFS (JiHAD wrt ONE'S SELF) 

gq IHAD BIN NAPS MEANS TO STRUGGLE with one’s nafi (base self), 
The human afi is inherently attracted to this world and to 
worldly desires, while Islam intends to prepare its followers to be 
successful in the Hereafter, which means that believers must remove 
the love of this world from their hearts. This world and our temporary 
stay in it are not the end but the means to acquire ultimare success, 
which is the pleasure of Allah $8. We must suppress anything and 
everything that hinders our struggle to tha effect. The nafs a powerful 
entity that independently and with Satan's support interferes in. per- 
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forming good deeds, in obeying the commandments of Allah $&, and 
in seeking His pleasure. 

Since jihad is carried out only for the pleasure of Allah 4 and for 
the greater good of the people, especially non-Muslims, qualities such 
as selflessness, sincerity. purity of intent, and obedience to every divine 
commandment are required of those participating in jihad. Since the 
afi is always active against such human qualities, they ate not easy to 
adopt withour fighting against the base self. Hence, the naff must be 
suppressed constantly, and this is what is meant by Jihud bin Nafi. 

From the very beginning, in fact immediately after the Bartle of 
Badr (the first and most important battle between the Muslims and 
the Makkans), the Prophet 4% established /ihad bis Saif Qihad with the 
Sword), as “The Lesser Jihad" and Jihad bin Nafi as “The Greater 
Jihad.” (Bokhari and Muslim) ‘This important distinction should always be 
Kept in mind, 

Most of the time, people only discuss the Lesser Jihad and over- 
look the Greater Jihad. Tragically, some self-proclaimed Muslims kill 
people indiscriminately, wrongfully thinking that they are engaged in 
armed jihad when, in fact, they are not engaged in any Islamically 
sanctioned form of jihad. Because of the unlawful actions of some 
ignorant “followers,” sometimes thousands of innocent men, women, 
and children pay the price. These murderers ignore the essential Jihad 
bin Nafi and stubbornly and wrongfully call their armed. struggle 
“Islamic jihad,” and many people even believe them out of their own 
ignorance about Islam. Johad bis Saif without Jihad bin Nafi eesules in 
chaos and anarchy. 

‘The superiority of Jihad bin Nafi over Jihad bis Saif can also be 
understood by the fact that no matter how much good a mujdlid 
(one who does jihad) brings to Islam and Muslims through his ‘sword,’ 
iF his personal conduct and character are questionable and contradict 
Islamic teachings and philosophy. his good deed is rejected and does 
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not count, In fact, he will be punished for his misconduct, and he 
will not be relieved of punishment simply because of his services to 
Islam (Zinun-Nabi, Vol 4. pg 261-2), Without successful jihad with one’s 
self, a Muslim cannot truly perform armed jihad and achieve its true 
purpose, Therefore, jihad with one’s self is the priority and is far 
more important than striving for prominence for Islam through arms, 
If one cannot fight with his own base self for the pleasure of the 
Almighty, then how can he fight with others for the same reason? In 
such a case, his fight wich others would be for personal sake/goals, but 
not for the sake of Allah $8, and it would nor be worthy of being 
called jihad. If he cannor defeat his own desires, which prevent him 
from becoming a better Muslim, how can he claim to have the right 
to convert anyone into Islam and to make vows to achieve prominence 
for Islam? If he cannot tame his own base self, how can he think of 
correcting others? If he cannot embark on the path to ultimate success, 
how can he call upon others to surrender their will to the will of Allah 
9S? Regardless of the kind of jihad pursued, if the base self is nor first 
successfully suppressed through Jihad bin Nafi, any other jihad will 
bear no fruir, 
Narrated Abu Musa «de: 

A man came ro the Prophet 8 and asked, “A man fights for war 

booty, another fights for fame, and a third fights for showing aff: 

which of them fights in Allah's cause?” The Prophet #8 said, “He who 


fights to achieve prominence for Islam, fights in Allah's cause.” 
(Woldarll 


So it is important that before embarking on armed jihad, jihad 
with one’s self must be practiced to avoid violating Islamic rules of 
war and peace and to avoid superseding the limits established by 
Islan, [Zoewn-Nobi, Vol 4 pe 365) Armed jihad must not be motivated by 
any personal reason or wish, including nationalism and geopolitical 
iswues. Only chen can that fight be Islamic jihad, holy war for peace, 
and struggle in the way of Allah 4. Therefore, jihad with one’s self, 
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being the prerequisite, prepares Muslims to be fair, lawful, and aware 
of their religious obligations even during the craziness of war. Muslims 
conditioned through jihad with one’s self maintain the true purpose 
of armed jihad, which is not to rake away disbeliever’s lives, but to 
struggle to bring Islam's message to people. (Zis-un-Nabi. Vol. 7. pps. 872-3] 

‘During the Bardle of the Trench, an invincible warrior challenged 
Muslims to fight him. Ali 8, the Prophet's &8 cousin and son-in- 
Jaw, agreed to this challenge. During the fight, Ali 4% pinned his 
opponent to the ground. Certain of his death, the warrior spat on 
Ali's face. Instead of killing him out of rage, Ali ae let him free, 
saying, “Had I killed you for personal rage, it would not have been 
for the sake of Allah.” The honorable Ali’s reaction and behavior could 
not have been possible without his successful jihad with self. 

You may be wondering what the naff is, that a Muslim is required 
to fight it first, in order to suppress and tame it. Within the human 
body, the nafs (base self) is like a king, and worldly wants and wishes 
are his soldiers. The nafi is blind, cannot distinguish between good 
and evil, and cannot see matters that cause death and destruction to. 
the human soul, When the maf invites man towards evil and subjugates 
him, it is in the state of ammara, A Muslim is commanded to disobey 
the Nafi-e-Ammara, to fight with it, suppress it, and take control of 
it. (Qur'an 1255) Once this state of taming Is achieved, Allah $8 blesses 
the nafi and enlightens it. At this point, its every negative feature 
become visible, and the believer recognizes the enemies of the soul 
and of the body, and it begins to clean and erase the vices, evil 
characteristics, and spiritual diseases, Once a believer cleanses his nafi, 
he decorates it with divine attributes and becomes worthy of being 
called the Best of all Creatures. This state of nafi is called Nafi-e- 
Mura inna, “the satisfied and the contented soul,” 

Jihad bin Nafi is necessary two convert Nafive-Ammara to Nafice- 
Mutma inna, so that this structure of flesh and bones can develop 
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from a brute to a human and can achieve the purpose for which he 
was created. Thus, certainly on the battlefield as well as elsewhere, 
Muslims maintain their humanity and are not reduced to barbaric 
beasts. This is why the Prophet & declared Jihad bin Nafi “The 
Greater Jihad.” Isham intends to make man righteous before 
commanding him to fight in the battlefield, Islam recognizes that if 
the human mind is left unrestricted and independent of the fear of 
divine accountability, ic brings grear disaster. History is full of examples 
of those uncontrolled and independent monsters who brought irrever- 
sible harm to humanity. 

When the thinking process is turned upside down and the power 
of reasoning becomes corrupted, wrong become right, and what is 
right becomes wrong. This is che worst state of the human mind and 
is the point of no return for righteousness and humanity, Jihad with 
one's self is the most effective rool against reaching this worst stare, 
‘This is why jihad with one’s self is the greater jihad. When one 
defeats the base self, it becomes easy to win others, 

Icis a very fine point and worth mentioning, that many modern- 
day Muslims ignorantly believe thar they are actively engaged in some 
kind of legitimate jihad, whereas their sayings and actions clearly 
show that they have yet to overcome their nafi. As a result, instead of 
bringing prominence for Islam, cheie “struggle” has defamed it, They 
are wrong to call their actions Islamic. Another important point to note 
is that whenever jihad is mentioned in the holy Qur'an and ahudith, 
it is followed with the words /f sebilillah, “in the way of Allah $8" or 
“for Allah’s 35 sake,” not for the sake of one’s self. 


JIHAD BIL QALAM (JIHAD WITH PEN/ WRITING) 
HE FIRST AND FOREMOST OBJECTIVE OF //HAD BIL QALAM is to 
© preserve and propagate Islam through literature, This kind of 
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jihad is proof that fighting is not the only option and that Jihad bis Saif’ 
is not the only jihad or way to achieve prominence for Islam. 
So do not follow the infidels, bur do jihad against them using (the 

logic) of this (Qur'an) with your utmost capacity. * (Qur'an 25:52) 

Here too, Muslims are directed to present the logic and wisdom of 
the holy Qur'an, and using sword is not the priority. The application 
of the different kinds of jihad varies based on the circumstances at hand. 
‘As said earlier, it is important first to preserve Islam in its original form 
for later generations of Muslims, and before propagating it to others, 

‘War between good and evil has existed since the history of man- 
kind, and so it will continue until the end of time. This same war 
happened between Islam and its antithesis/enemies, and it will continue 
until the prominence of Islam is achieved. Thousands of Muslim 
scholars dedicated their entire lives in Jéhud bil Qalam to preserve and 
explain Islam and its various philosophies. ‘They provided answers to 
questions raised about Islam and its teachings, and current Muslim 
scholars continue to do so, 

Through Jihad bi! Qalam, Muslims interpreted, translated, and 
explained the wisdom and knowledge contained in the holy Que‘an 
and in the whadith of the Peopher && in every major language. The 
Prophet's (A$ teachings and traditions have been preserved and 
explained in such unique ways that peaple have been awestruck. They 
extracted both spiritual and scientific knowledge, which helped to 
understand the message of Isham. 

Jihad bil Qalem popularized Islam throughout the world, and 
many who were unaware of the religion of Islam understood and 
embraced it just by reading abour it. Had Muslims nor utilized this 
jihad, many people would have remained in the dark. There are no 
followers of any religion doing as much as Muslims did for Islam for 
preserving and propagating their religion throughout the world, The 
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importance of Jthad bil Qulam over Jihad bis Saif can be understood 
through just one saying of the honorable Prophet 3%: 
The ink of the pen of a true scholar of Islam is holier than che 
blood of a martyr. [Tibrani) 
If anyone still blames Islam for being violent or inciting violence, 
then that would be unjust, However, Muslims must keep on teaching 
until the moment arrives for the Lord to decide. 


JIHAD BIL MAAL (JiHAD WITH WEALTH) 

THAD BIL MAAL MEANS TO STRUGGLE with wealth, It is a fact 

that money is required for all projects undertaken, Muslims who 
provide their wealth to undertake other forms of jihad execute Jihad 
bil Maal, Of course, not everyone can do every kind of jihad; thus, 
different kinds of jihad enable all Muslims to participate as per their 
capacity and position. Wealth, like everything else, is given by Allah 4%. 
For true believers, spending their wealth in the way of Allah $8 and 
as per His commandments is not burdensome, In fact, Muslims merely 
spend whar is given by Allah $€ in the way of Allah 4% and, in curn, 
receive rewards for free. 


JIHAD BIS SAIF (J1HAD BY THE SWORD) 

S NOTED EARLIER, THE PURPOSE OF every kind of jihad is to 

seek prominence for Islam. The aim of jihad through the 
sword, i.e, armed jihad, is not to convert anyone to Islam forcefully 
or to kill someone if he refuses to become Muslim, Nor does this 
jihad mean to kill or be killed for forceful conversions. It means to 
protect Muslim's lives, their lands, their property, their interests, their 
livelihood, and their freedom to practice Islam. It is also co liberare 
people who call upon Muslims for help and to clear any hurdles from 
the way of preaching and propagating Islam. These are all part of the 
greater good/goal of seeking prominence for Islam. 
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Armed jihad was and never is aimed at common people, because 
they generally do not become obstacles co the propagation of Islam. It 
is always the governing authorities, the aristocrats and elites, and the 
rich and powerful people who resist, hinder, and prevent the Lord’s 
message from getting to their people, so as not to give them a chance 
to embrace it. Armed jihad is directed towards those lords and tyrants 
who use their power, authority, and rule to resist the commandments 
and absolute authority of the Lord. In this way, such opponents of 
Islam do not do any service for their people; instead, they oppress them 
by preventing them from reaching the absolute reality. 

In fact, armed jihad is in favor of the common man, It liberates 
from the tyranny of the few and connects people to the one true 
Lord. Because of a few selfish individuals and their supporters, millions 
of people should not be left to becomé ultimate losers. This is one of 
the main reasons Allah $ instituted the obligation of jihad upon 
Muslims. Armed jihad is not as much in favor of Muslims as it is in 
favor of non-Muslims. It saves non-Muslims from everlasting harm 
and failure if they choose to embrace Islam. Nonetheless, through His 
loyal servants, Allah 4 fulfills His promise of getting the message 
across to all people, 

Throughout history, there have existed, everywhere and in every 
system, people who resist change, either because they are satisfied with 
the status quo or because their personal motives and interests are 
involved, which they would like to see remain secured. ‘Thus, even 
though change may be good for sociery, some people resist it. Where 
some see benefit in guiding people, there are others who find benefit 
in keeping them misguided. Therefore, they fight head-on 10 secure 
their interest. Some even resist change because they are proud of the 
system under which they are living. 

When Allah $& willed to get His message across through His 
prophets and through their respective followers. He made it incumbent 
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upon them to fight in His cause for the betterment of all people. As 
with other nations before Muhammad's $$, Allah 3€ also made it 
compulsory on Muslims to do armed jihad in the way of Allah 3 in 
order to protect Islam, to provide shelter and security to all those under 
the umbrella of Islam, and to achieve prominence for Islam, In that 
regard, the holy Qur'an constantly reminds and warns its followers to 
avoid transgression and to abide by the rule of law in every aspect of 
their lives, especially in jihad; otherwise, their efforts will not be fi 
sabilillah (for the sake of Allah 4), as it is required to be, 

Since no more prophets were to come after Muhammad 3%, 
Muslims had co fulfill this obligation of preaching and protecting the 
cause of Islam. If this world were a peaceful place and if it were not in 
human nature so fight, fulfilling chis obligation would be easy, and 
Muslims could have easily aiken the divine message around, However, 
this was nor and is not the case. Human beings fight over every small 
thing for which they can fight. The duty of carrying the message of the 
Lord was only attached to fighting if and when there became a need to 
fighe co preach the message of Islam freely. 

There have been times in the past when armed jihad was necessary, 
and ic still is in some parts of the world where Muslims’ life, property, 
and freedom are in danger and where their livelihood is being cut 
short. But overall, things have changed now, and in major parts of the 
world people have freedom of religion, freedom of choice, and the free 
flow of information about religion. So in my humble opinion, in those 
parts of the world, armed jihad Is not needed, is contraindicated. and 
will not serve its purpose of removing hurdles from the path of 
propagating Islam. Suill, if in the name of Islam or jihad, someone 
inflicts pain on people through any means, certainly, this behavior is 
un-Islamic and cannot be labeled jihad. 

Once a person embraces Islam and embarks on the path to success, 
Allah 3 makes it incumbent upon him to strive for other's success, 
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too. Allah 4% wants success for all of His slaves, and through jihad 
He makes it possible for all to be successful. He has designated great 
rewards for the mujdbids (those who do jihad) of Islam. Since Allah 3§ 
pur this duty upon him, since all the rules and regulations of jihad 
were also established by Him, and since the mujdhid is in the service of 
Allah 3&. he must not allow his naff co interfere and violate any rule 
thereof. If he does, then he is not a mujahid, he can be called a terrorist, 
extremist, or whatever. To do true jihad with the sword, a mujahid 
first needs to do jihad with his base self and take full control of it. 

To elaborate further, jihad is an effort to eradicate sinfulness, 
impiety, mischief, and injustice and to employ righteous acts, not for 
any personal gain, but for the benefit of humanity (as mentioned in 
the hadith quoted earlier). Jihad intends 10 solve the problems of 
people, to liberate them, to set them fee from the bondage of people 
and society, and to uplift them from oppressive and depressive states. 
Most importantly, jihad results in connecting people to their Creator 
and shows them the true purposes of life. 

Jihad’s first and foremost purpose is not to kill or cause bloodshed, 
nor is it to acquire any worldly gain, including wealth, land, etc. It 
intends to invite people to the Lord. Once people receive the message 
of Islam and decide not to embrace it, Muslims are to leave them alone, 
because there is no coercion in accepting Islam (eg, 2256: 109; 15.2 
18:2; 4248 und 5045) If they do not accept Islam bat choose to live 
under Muslim rule and protection, they have to pay jizywh, a fee/tax 
for the protection provided to them. These dhimmis (non-Muslims 
living under Muslim protection) are entitled to full rights as citizens, 
but unlike Muslims, they are exempred from giving zekth (obligatory 
charity) and from serving in the military. With regards vo dhimmis, 
the Propher 8 directed Muslims to: 

Be mindful of the rights of dbimmis, because | will stand, on 

Judgment Day. as a plaintiff on their behalf for any injustice done 

to them. (Kanaul-Amenal] 
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‘The commandments underlined in the holy Qur'an and the tea- 
chings of the holy Prophet &8 clearly state that before the initiation 
of armed jihad, people must first be invited to accept Islam. Before 
going any further, I would like to present a few Quranic verses and 
ahadith in the next section to further correct prevalent misunder- 
standings and to present a clearer picture of jihad. 


PERMISSION GRANTED TO FIGHT BACK 
FIER ABOUT FIFTEEN YEARS of pain and suffering from the 
time Muhammad &% first declared his prophethood, Allah 
& finally permitted Muslims co fight back. Allah 3 revealed: 

The permission for war has been given to them against whom 
war is being waged. because they are oppressed, Withour a doubs, 
Allah has the power to help them— * those who were driven from 
their homes unjustly, for that they used co say, “Our Sustainer is 
Allah...” * (Qur'an 22.9940] 

‘Through this holy verse, Muslims were granted the permission to 
fight back for the very first time. For almost fifteen years, the early 
Muslims suffered at the hands of the Makkans, who plundered their 
wealth and property and killed and deove their families out of Makkah, 
Even after migrating co surrounding areas and to the city of Madinah, 
the enemies of Islam did not leave them alone, The permission 10 
defend Islam and Muslims was justified by every means, let alone that 
the Almighty granted it. Jihad against oppressive and tyrannical 
disbelievers guaranteed a peaceful future for Muslims and established 
Islam as a divine power against idolatry and polytheism, From the ewo 
verses quoted above, one can easily know the reason for the permission 
to fight back. 

Although no one raised any objections when idol-worshipers and 
disbelicvers inflicted pain and suffering on Muslims for 15 years, Allah 
45. being the All-Knower, knew that once He granted permission to 
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the believers to fight back against blatant persecution and once they 
then actually fought back against the injustice inflicted upon them, 
objections and condemnations would come from everywhere. Thus, 
Allah 4€ further clarifies in the holy Qur'an: 
wand had it not been for Allah to keep replacing some people by 
the means of others, so surely, sanctuaries would have been toppled. 
and Christian churches, and Jewish places of worship, and Muslim 
mavajid (mosques), in which is invoked Allah's name greatly. And 
surely, Allah will help him who helps His deen (way of life: religion). 
Without a doubt, Allah is surcly Powerful, Dominant. * [22:40] 

‘This also indicates chat this divine permission was not new, as it 
had been granted before to other nations that were sent a prophet, 
‘Thus, this permission was not a tool for transgression, but a means to 
prevent it. Another reason for jihad is given: 

And why would you not fight in the way of Allah and for the 
weak men, women, and children who supplicate, “O Sustainer, take 

us out from this community, whose inhabitant are oppressors, and 

make someone from Your mercy our supporter, and make someone 

from Your favor our helper,” * [Qur'an 4:75) 

‘This verse contains a clear message thar jihad is to liberate people, 
especially the weak and oppressed men, women, and children, and 
that the commandment of jihad is in response to their call and prayer 
to the Lord, to uplift them from the oppression of tyrants, Obviously, 
in response to their call, Allah $8 would not descend to earth Him- 
self, but would send His servants to answer the call of the oppressed. 
This is one just reason and purpose for jihad, Another important 
reason is given in the following verses. Allah 4 commands: 

‘And kill them until there is 9 more terrorism left and the deen 

(way of life; religion) of Allah becomes most prominent, Then if 

they refrain, so without a doubt, whatever they do, Allah is watchful 

‘over it. * And if they tur away—then know that without a doubt, 

Allah is your Master; how petfoct a Master and how perfect 

Helper, * [Qur'an 89-40] 
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In these verses and in some right before them, there are command- 
ments that reveal the artitudes of the idolaters of Makkah and what 
appropriate actions were ro be taken against them. This permission to 
kill by the Almighty is only given to remove evil and evildoers, and to 
establish Islam’s prominence. It has no other purpose whatsoever. This 
permission must not be corrupted or misinterpreted to cause mischief 
and chaos. As soon as disbelievers stop, turn away, and refrain from, 
causing mischief, Muslims are also to stop their fighting and to leave 
the matter to Allah $5, 

Another important verse regarding the killing of non-Muslims is 
worth quoting here in that many interpreters have misunderstoad or 
misquoted it. 

Then, when the sacred months have passed, kill those idolarers 
wherever you come across them and capture them and imprison them. 
and besiege them at every point of lookout, then if they seek repen- 
tance and begin to establish salih (prayer of worship) and begin to give 
aakih (obligacory charity), so get our of their way—certainly Allah is 
Forgiving, Merciful, © Qur'an *5} 

‘These verses are about the mushritin (idolaters) of Makkah and not 
for any other disbeliever. The command in the above verse was even- 
tually cancelled out by the following verse: 

And if they wish to make truce, then you are to accept the truce 
and have trust in Aah, Withour a doubt, He is All-Hearing, All- 
Knowing. * [Qué #61) 

Even av per Qur'an 9:5, killing them was not a necewity, if they 
enter Islam or if they simply seek refuge. This verse was specifically 
meant for them, and was intended to bring them to Islam, not just to 
kill them, This verse should nor be ken out of context. In the 
following verse, there is clear indication of Islamic tolerance and 
absence of coercion. Allah $5 states: 
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And if some idolater seeks your refuge, so give him refuge until 

He hears the Words of Allah, then deliver him to his place. This is 

because these people are ignorant. * [Qur'an %6) 

This means that he is not to be killed, even if he did not embrace 
Islam after hearing the message of truth. Muslims were to escort him 
safely to his destination and not kill him. What more can I say if one 
still believes thar Islam is intolerant and permits indiscriminate blood- 
shed. While Islam is a religion of peace, itis not a religion of absolute 
pacifism, and thar is an important distinction. Islam is not in favor of 
bloodshed, but it demands its followers to be courageous, not cowards, 

Allah 48 reveals in the holy Qur'an: 

Certainly Allah has bought from Muslims their souls and wealth 

for the price of Heaven, which is for them. They fight in the way of 

Allah, so they kill and are killed, On this, absolute promise has been 

made in the Tiuwrat (Torah) and the /njif (gospels) and the Qur'an. 

‘And whoever fulfilled the covenant with Allah, so be happy with 

your trade, which you made with Him—and this is che ultimate 

success. © [RIEL 

Great rewards are for those who willingly perform great services to 
Islam. Certainly, it is nor easy ro kill or be killed, This verse reminds 
us that previous holy books (i.e., the Torah, Psalms and Bible) had 
verses of jihad similar to those now found in the holy Qur'an, Muslims 
have been commanded to do jihad against polytheists and disbelievers, 
as People of the Book (primarily Jews and Christians) were commanded 
before them. However, in the absence of oppression and persecution, 
jihad with the sword is not to be utilized. 

‘There are many verses in the holy Qur'an regarding jihad, which 
If not properly understood and interpreted in the right context 
prevent jihad from being executed lawfully. Valid judgments cannot 
he formed on incomplete, improper, or distorted information. For 
farther clarification, let me quote another verse to explain with whom 
Islam does not require jihad. 
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Allah does not forbid you—from those people who did not fight 
with you on account of religion, nor did chey drive you out of your 
homes—from behaving well with them, and being just to them. 
‘Without a doube, Allah likes those who are just. * Allah only forbids 
you—from those people who fought against you on account of 
religion, and drove you our of your homes, and helped in driving 
you out—from befriending them, Whoever befriends them is indeed 
the oppressor. © (Qur'an 60:89) 

This clearly shows that with regard to those non-Muslims who are 
not enemies of Muslims, who do not wage war in matters of religion, 
and who have not thrown them out of their homes, one should be 
good to them and not wage war against them. 

Many verses contain similar messages preventing Muslims from 
doing armed jihad against people who do not interfere in preaching 
Islam, do not make mischief and cause chaos, do not oppress people, 
and so on and so forth, Regardless of what religion or race they belong 
to or how opposing their religious beliefs are to Islam, Muslims should 
have no animosity against them. their lives, and their property. This is 
a divine and decisive decision. An important commandment regarding 
this is thar “There is no compulsion in deen (way of life: religion); 
certainly, guidance has been separated from the evil path...” (Quran 
22%), Whoever chooses to follow the divine guidance will see its frait, 
and whoever chooses otherwise, their matter rests with Allah 3. 

Many verses of the Qur'an, in addition to the ones quoted above, 
clearly show that current misunderstandings about Islam and Muslims 
are false. Islam does not allow Muslims to kill indiscriminately, nor 
does it make them thirst for the blood of non-Muslims. The verses 
usually quoted to support the notion that Islam is a violent religion 
and teaches violence to its followers are simply ripped out of context 
in order to defame Islam and to misinform people. These command- 
ments were revealed for specific times, ie. during a battle in the 
battlefield, They were not meant to be maken out of context and used 
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for other times and conditions. This is just like when a commander 
gives orders to his soldiers in the battlefield: such orders are not 
applicable beyond the battlefield. 
There are also very clear teachings regarding this subject in the 
traditions of the Prophet $8, which I present below. 
A companion of the Prophet 3 ‘Abdullah bin Masud asked 
“O Prophet @, which act is most prominent?” He replied, “Per- 
forming salah (prayers of worship) at its prescribed time.” He then 
asked, “Whar is after that!” The Prophet 2 replied, “Serving 
parents.” I asked, “Then what?” He replicd, “Jihad in the way of 
Allah,” I then stopped asking. (Bukhari) 
Someone asked the Prophet #, “O Prophet! Do I do jihad first 
‘or embrace Islam first?" The Prophet && said, “Embeace Islam first, 


then do jihad.” So he embraced Islam, did jihad, and was martyred. 
(Bukhari 


Someone asked the Prophet, “Who is considered a soldier 

of Allah, one who fights to acquire wealth, fights to earn fame, or 

fights to prove his bravery?” The Prophet 88 replied, "The one who 

fights to achieve prominence for the righteous faich (Islam) is 
considered a fighter in the way of Allah.” (Bukhari 

Preparing for a battle Prophet Muhammad 8 said, "I will hand 
over the banner to the person who shall conquer the fort.” He called 
the honorable Ali fe, handed him the banner, and instructed him 
thusly, “We fight with them so thar they may become Muslims like 
us, When you reach there, invite them to Islam, and explain their 
obligations towards Allah. So I swear to Allah, if even one person Is 
found and accepts the right path through you, it is much better for 
you than acquiring one-hundred {red} camels.” (khan) 

Ic is also narrated that if the merciful Prophet @¥ reached the 
battleground at night, he would never attack the enemy and would 
wait until the morning. During a battle the Prophet @% seated, “I, the 
Prophet of Allah, Muhammad, establish the tradition of loving for 
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the sake of Allah and of having animosity only for the sake of Allah,” 
(not for the sake of oneself) {tukhart). 

The exalredness of his exemplary character and of Muslims was 
witnessed when they forgave their staunchest enemies on the day they 
conquered Makkah, withour bloodshed. The Muslims had suffered for 
over fifteen years at the hands of the Makkans. Prophet Muhammad 
BB always forgave people when they harmed him personally, but he 
punished them when they disrespected the holy commandments of 
Allah $8. He spent his life in achieving prominence for Allah 3% and 
for Islam, He never allowed his personal needs, wishes, and priorities 
to interfere with his work for Allah 4. 

‘The struggle for peace is an integral part of life, and striving for 
good and condemning evil, supporting right and confronting wrong, 
fighting for justice and eliminating injustice, ete. should continue 
throughout life. It is also a fact of life that no civilized society prefers 
war, but it is also a universal truth that honorable and courageous 
nations fight headlong with enemies of peace and those who cause 
aggression, When enemies dare to challenge peaceful nations, that is 
not the time to show courtesy or decency, but to show power and 
bravery, It is the battlefield that decides who gets thrown into the cave 
of obscurity and who emerges co be the victorious leader. 

Empirical evidence and history show that until nations are not 
confronted, they cannot progress and reach the point of perfection, 
Without defending themselves, they are never able to secure and 
promote their cause, Islam js blamed for being spread by the power of 
the sword, when clearly there is no truth in this argument. Yes, Muslims 
defended chemselves with the sword and resorted to it when the enemy 
failed to recognize the universality of Islam and tried through every 
of life) of the Almighty. 
Islam, as a religion, was never spread by the sword, but by the 
character of irs followers in every corresponding era, As more people 


means to destroy the deen (religion: 
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became Muslim, the message of Islam was then carried by them to 
every comer of the world; cersainly, it was not done by the sword. 

Many biased scholars relate the spread of Islam to wars and 
bloodshed. Certainly, waging war and spilling blood is in the nature 
of man, and human history is full of bloodshed. If it happened ar the 
hands of a few so-called Muslims, it should not be attributed to Islam. 
Because of someone's biased opinion, we simply cannot disregard the 
work of thousands of Muslims saints, sufis, and righteous scholars, 
who dedicated their life for the peaceful propagation of Islam and 
never utilized a sword for it. A sincere study of how Islam spread 
throughout the world will remove the ever so repeated contention that 
Islam was spread through the sword. 

In fact, the merciful Prophet @& never killed a soul with his own 
hand. He did not lay waste human lives like bloody war-mongers did 
throughout human history. He fought wars only to the extent necessary 
and revived humanity from eternal sicknesses. He showed respect even 
to a dead body and made it unlawful to deface or mutilate it, After all, 
for him, a human being was a human being; there was no distinction 
between friends and foes in that regard. 

‘The set of instructions given by the Honorable Abu Bake <& upon 
dispatching an army to Syria (632 C) is worth mentioning here. 

There you will find monasteries with monks in seclusion, Beware 
that you do not confront them: nor kill women, children, and elderly; 

nor cut down the date trees or any other trees; nor destroy any 

atructures/ property, (Bukhari) 

Anyone with oratory and writing skills can cleverly distort the 
meanings of the verses of the Qur'an and the teachings of the Prophet 
BB in support of their hidden agendas. Some have distorted the true 
meaning of jihad and presented it in a way opposite to what it actually 
is. However, any wrong interpretation of jihad does nor change the 
fact that one meaning of jihad is “holy war.” 
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With regards to jihad, I personally do not agree with the word 
“holy,” because these days, almost everything has been turned upside 
down, and anything can be labeled “holy,” and at the same time not 
reflect any holiness; however, jihad by sword is an “Islamic war,” a 
“holy” one in its true sense. As I have explained before, any Muslim 
who does not do jihad with his base self to overcome his inner evils 
should not partake in armed jihad co achieve prominence for Islam, 
In any case, one cannot cross any of the numerous strict limitations 
in doing armed jihad. If he does, then his war cannot be called 
“Islamic war.” 

In my opinion, these days jihad by the pen should be the priority, 
but of course only by these who practice jihad with one’s self. After 
all, one of the commandments of the holy Qur'an is: 


Call towards the way of your Lord with solid straregy and good 
counsel and debate with them in the most desirable manner... 
{e125} 


This can mast easily be done through spcech/writing/literature, 

Let me summarize by saying that the purpose of armed jihad is not 
to kill non-Muslims o terrorize them. The overall purpose of jihad is 
to bring people closer to Islam, so they may voluntarily accept it, enter 
imto the spiritual realm of Islam, and find the inner peace they are 
searching, for elsewhere. Who else will do this besides Muslims? 


DIFFERENCE BETWEEN JIHAD AND TERRORISM 
Pens MOST IMPORTANT distinction between jihad and terrorism 

is that only the ameer (leader) of an Islamic government can 
declare armed jihad, When declared by an authority, it is an official 
declaration of war, unlike rerrorism, The declaration of war is nor 
hidden from any relevant party. Also, the governing authority that 
declares jihad makes sure that the rules of jihad are adhered to and 
monitor any violation. Certainly, all of this is not true for terrorism 
and for terrorists, 
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To put it simply, through jihad, a mujahid secks the pleasure of 
the Lord. Through terrorism, a terrorist intends to grossly please him- 
self and to achieve despicable personal and political agendas. Terrorism, 
in no way, shape, or form, has any place whatsoever in Islam. 

When sending his cousin, Ali <8 to a bartle, Prophet Muhammad 
GR said thar: 

-«.You must first invite people to Islam...IF at your invitation, 
even one person embraces Islam; this is berter for you than the 
wealth of the entire world, (Bukharil 

There is no such invitation to Islam in terrorism and in terrorizing, 
Terrorists do not require anyone to surrender to Allah $8; they only 
seek to wipe people out of existence. 

A mujahid sells himself to Allah 4% and according to the Que'an, 
“Allah has bought his life in return for,Heaven...” (Quran 9111), There 
is no way he would jeopardize this reward by following his personal 
desires, violating divine rules, or breaking the covenant between him 
and Allah $§ ar any cost. On the other hand, a terrorist, by 
definition, cannot be in a covenant with Allah, nor is he promised 
any reward for his actions, nor is he bound by any of His rules, He is 
ferociously and barbarically pursuing personal agendas that have 
nothing to do with Islam, its principles, or its mission, Terrorists satisfy 
their madness and insanity by upsetting the peace in society through 
violent acts of terrorism. Islam strongly condemns such acts. 

By no means is terrorism a part of Islam, and in no way can jihad 
be defined as terrorism. Islam docs not support or approve of any 
personal definition of jihad, nor can anyone just adopt any means of 
defending Islam and Muslims and label it as being jihad. 

‘A Muslim can only be a mujahid if his intentions, from the time 
of preparing for battle to striking his opponents, are purely for Islam 
and for the sake of Allah $€ alone. If he deviates even slightly from 
this intent, he automatically deserts his Islamic dury and is in violation 
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of the principles of jihad. At this point, his actions are no longer fi 
sabilillah (for the sake of the Almighty). 

‘Terrorism is a mischief and an insurgency against peace, whereas 
jihad seeks to prevent and eliminate mischief and injustice and their 
perpetrators, Allah 48 commands: 

‘And kill them until there is no more terrorism left and all thar 
remains is the deen (way of life; religion) of Allah, buc if they refrain, 
then cerrainly Allah is warchful of whar they do. * (Qur'an 4:59) 

This verse clearly shows that the command to fight is to eradicate 
terrorism. Once terrorists give up and there is no more terrorism left, 
jihad against them ceases, Certainly, killing is involved in both terrorism 
and counterterrorism, but there is a vast difference in these killings. 
For example, a surgeon cuts through the body of a patient and a cold- 
blooded terrorist cuss his victim's throat. Could both of these acts be 
regarded as the same, where one intends 40 save life and the other 
takes life? No. Such is the distinction between jihad and terrorism. 

Allah 3€ states in the holy Qur'an; 

coche who kills anyone excepe as punishment for murder oF for 
terrorist ucts on earth, it is as if he killed all people. And whoever 

saves one life from dying, itis as if he kept alive all people... * (5:52) 

Ic is the philosophy behind the act of saving or killing chat is worth 
noting here: saving life makes one superior, and killing makes one fall 
below humanity, worse than a beast and nor worthy of any reward, 
Terrorism results in disappointment and in being deprived of Allah's 
merey and kindness here and on Judgment Day (Qur'an 11:85), whereas 
jihad resulty in mercy, kindness, and blessings from Allah 4%, 

Allah 3& reveals in the holy Qur'an: 

Certainly, those who brought faith and those who migrated and 


did jihad in the way of Allah, they should hope for Allah's mercy. 
and Allah iy All-Forgiving, All-Compassionate. * [2-218] 


The Prophet 8 stated: 
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Anyone who hangs around in a marketplace with weapons to 
terrorize people, tomorrow on Judgment Day, fear will overcome 
him, because Allah does not like to terrorize His creation for no 
reason. For him is a dreadful torment of the Hellfire. However, any- 
‘one who makes jihad will enjoy the bounties of Heaven. (Bukhari) 
Terrorism is cruel. oppressive, tyrannical, and unjust, whereas 

jihad benefits the oppressed and is done to establish justice and to 
overcome tyranny and cruelty. The wisdom behind jihad is to help the 
oppressed, not to bring oppression. 

Allah 3§ reveals in the holy Qur'an: 

And why would you not fight in the way of Allah and for the 
weak men, women and children who supplicate, “O Sustainer, take 
us out from this community, whose inhabitants are oppressors, and 
make someone from Your mercy our supporter, and make someone 
from Your favor our helper.” © Those who have embraced faith, 
they fight in the way of Allah, and those who have denied, they 
fight in the way of Satan; so fight against the followers of Satan, 
Certainly, Satan's stracegy is weak. * (4:75-76} 

Jihad is devised ro help weak men, women, and children who 
cannot defend themselves. It is to free the oppressed people and 
nations, to make them independent, to free them from injustices, and 
to connect them to their Lord. There is no way anyone can truly relate 
terrorism (o jihad or call terrorism a part of jihad. The difference 
between jihad and terrorism is like the difference between liberty and 
tyranny, Conflating terrorism with jihad is absurd and is based on 
ignorance of the meaning of jihad in Islam, 

‘Terrorism is based on hatred, arrogance, insolence, etc., whereas 
jihad is rooted in humbleness, submissiveness, and humility. Allah 
3E wants to see a mujdhid (one who performs jihad) in the battlefield 
asa true servant of Allah 4&, far removed from arrogance, filled with 
humility, and devoid of any pretense. On the other hand, a terrorist 
appears as a ferocious beast filled with pride, overflowing with arro- 
gance, intoxicated with power, sunk in malice, and indiscriminately 
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ready to destroy and blow up anything and everything that comes in his 
way. Whereas, Allah 4 commands the faithful on their way for jihad: 
Do not become like those who came out of their homes bragging. 
and showing off co people... * (Quéan 847) 

Terrorism is devoid of faith, whereas jihad is the sign of 
unshakeable faith, Claims of faith must pass through a decisive test to 
see how a claimanc fares. Generally, one first registers for a test, 
Similarly, a mujahid is first required co register as a Muslim and chen 
prove his claim of unshakeable faith in Islam through a test—the test 
of jihad. On the contrary, a terrorist does not have any faith, nor does 
he believe in tests, He expects grea rewards; yet, he fails ro register 
himself as a Muslim. A terrorist does not believe in Allah $%, he 
believes in his own judgment and because of faithlessness he does not 
fear Allah $8. nor does he abide by His rules, A terrorist has no 
support of faith, and he bases his ideas on faithless ideologies of his 
own making. A mujthid is well rooted in the heavenly religion, has a 
purpose worth achieving, and is supported by the mercy and blessings 
of the Lord Almighty. 

Terrorism is unlawful, immoral, undisciplined, and destructive, 
whereas jihad is lawfully uniform, disciplined, constructive, codified, 
and regulated by heavenly laws, not by man-made laws, In the holy 
Quran, Allah $ commands the mujahideen (pl. of mujadbid): 

O you who brought faith! When you came out to fight and stike 


in the way of Allah, continuously carry on the process of verifying 
(with whom you are fighting, so no injustice is dane)... * (94) 


Allah 3 further instructs them that he who greets them with 
salam (the greeting of “peace”) and says that Tam Muslim, they must 
believe him, respect his words, and not kill him {Quran 4294], 


‘With this, ie is quite evident how Islam instructs the mujahideen 
to observe every rule of jihad and carefully carry out every act. Even if 
there is one percent truth in what someone says and the rest cannot be 
verified, then accept thar, leave the rest to Allah 38, and move along, 
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A terrorist is nor bound by laws and is nor instructed by anyone 
to care for others; his sole mission is to cause chaos. The more blood 
he spills, the happier he is. The more people he terrorizes, the more 
successful he thinks he is, and the more innocent lives he takes, the 
greater satisfaction he draws from his cowardly behavior, Now, does 
it make any sense or is it just to equate jihad with terrorism? 

A companion of the Prophet @& once asked, “What if a hafir (a 
disbeliever) attacks me in bartle and cuts off my arm. I am a believer, 
and when I attempt to attack him, he recites the alimah and embraces 
Islam, What am I to do then?” The Prophet § replied, “You should 
withdraw your sword. If you strike him after he recites the kalimah 
(declaration of faith), it will show thar you have used your sword to 
take revenge and not co achieve prominence for Islam—through 
Jihad fi Sabilillah (jihad for the sake of Allah 4). You will become 
like him as he was before (a Aéfir), and he will become like you (a 
Muslim), as you were before you used your sword.” [Muslim] 

T hope I have made clear the difference berween jihad and terrorism, 
Let me reassure you that there are clear principles of jihad. The abave 
example climinates the foundation of the propaganda that “Islam 
allows killings and Muslims enjoy it.” The purpose of a mujahid in 
jihad is completely opposite to that of a terrorist in terrorism: a terrorist 
is a criminal and must be categorized as one, while a miyithid belongs 
to a higher stare of piety and abstinence. 


ISLAM AND EXTREMISM 

XTREMISM IS DEFINED BY The American Heritage Dicdonary of 
= the English Language as, a tendency to go to extremes or a case 
of going to extremes; an extremist is one who advocates or resorts 10 
measures beyond the norms, Other various dictionaries mention the 
meanings of extreme as including the highest or farthest possible, far 
from moderate or moderation, very severe, farthest limits. The opposite 
of extremism and extremist is moderation and moderate, respectively. 
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‘The following is an overview of those Islamic reachings from which 
you can understand the relation of extremism to Islam. However, here 
is not the place for me to provide an in-depth analysis. 

Now, if Islam allows or advocates for measures beyond the norm, 
then extremism exists in Islam, but if Islam allows and advocates for 
moderation, then there is no place for extremism in it. There is not a 
single aspect of Islam thar passes for extremism; its every teaching and 
practice is nothing but moderate and practical. Thus, no finding 
support for extremism, even in one place. confirms that there is no 
place for extremism in Islam, 

Islam is a way of life completely covering every aspect of life, 
including death and beyond, It contains sub-systems thar perfectly fit 
into the entire system. Islam’s systems of belief, worship, preaching. 
morality, justice, charity, defense, governance, politics, econamics, and 
so on and so forth are uniquely cohesive. Like the parts of a machine, 
if any of its sub-systems are out of place or fail to fit together, it cannot 
function properly and will break down as soon as it is put to work. 
Islam, as a system of life, has worked and is working for billions of 
people, This in itself is sufficient proof that all of its sub-systems are 
cohesive and fic the mainframe, 

Now, through the Qur'an and sul, we will see if there are any 
extremes in Islam. | would like to remind you once again that Islam 
fits perfectly with human nature, None of its principles demand any 
extraordinary or unusual ace shat human nature will not allow without 
going into extremes. For example, the worshiping pracess is neatly in- 
syne with the requirements of the body and soul, Every Muslim who 
lives by the teachings of the Propher 8 lives a good, balanced, and 
moderate life and at the same time assures Allah's 4 pleasure. 

Even though the purpose of man’s creation is to worship the Lord, 
Islam does not demand its followers to be busy 24/7 in acts of direct 
worship and not to allocate time for life's other necessities, When all 
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the other necessary chores of life are fulfilled according to Allah's 3% 
rules and commandments, they become acts of indirect worship. In this 
way, the life of a follower easily becomes a life of constant worship. 
This may scem extraordinarily demanding and burdensome at first, 
bur hundreds of millions of Muslims do it with ease, and once this 
becomes routine, life molds accordingly. Thus, Muslims enjoy and 
draw physical and spiritual benefits out of life without becoming 
extremists of any kind. 

Islam is a moderate religion, All of its practices are well-balanced, 
and everything that it requires of its followers makes them humble, 
sincere, and modest, 

SALAH: The most important acts of direce worship are the five 
daily salah (obligatory prayers of worship). Fajr Salah, the one before 
sunrise, only requires two nakith (a set of prescribed acts of recitation, 
standing, bowing, kneeling, and prostrating), not counting swinah 
prayers, because people have other activities of life ro take care of and 
time is usually of the essence in the morning, It only takes about five 
minutes to perform Fajr Salth. On the other hand, Jita Salth, the fifth 
one, beginning approximately two hours after sunset, has seventeen 
rakih, counting swinah prayers. By this time, all daily activities are 
fulfilled; therefore, people have more free time, are relaxed, and can 
easily spare owenty minutes or so to perform Juha Suléh. This shows 
that people's daily activities of life were considered even when pre- 
sctibing the daily prayers. In this is a clear sign of moderation. 

SAUM: Fasting, in the entire month of Ramadhan is compulsory, 
but Allah certainly knows that many of his servants are old, weak, sick, 
or are traveling, so they are relieved of this obligation and granted the 
flexibility to make up for the missed fasts at a later time or in some 
cases to feed the poor two meals for every day not spent fasting, Fasting 
is easy to observe by adjusting one’s daily routine without going out of 
the way or towards any extreme, Where fasting may feel burdensome, 
flexibility has been granted, such as in the case of the sick and weak, 
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ZAKAH: The obligatory act of giving one-fortieth of your wealth 
annually is only for those Muslims who possess a certain amount of 
wealth. Zekih is not obligatory on poor Muslims, who in most cases 
are its recipients. 

HAJJ: The pilgrimage to Makkah has been made obligatory on 
Muslims only once in their lifetime, provided that they have all the 
means necessary to undertake the trip and its expenses, It is not 
incumbent upon Muslims who cannot afford to do it. 

Ir is interesting to know that a companion of the Prophet 3% 
asked him, “Is Hajj compulsory every year?” When the Propher did 
not reply, he asked two more times, and then the Prophet & said, 
°No.” He then added, “Do not keep asking me abour something 
until I tell you myself. Had 1 said ‘yes’ te your question, Hajj would 
have become compulsory every year.” (Metin) The Prophet's silence 
shows that Islam does not want to put its followers under any kind of 
hardship, let alone towards any extreme. 

QUR'AN: It is a blessing to know how to recite the holy Qur'a 
in Arabic, but besides the necessity of reciting a few verses in Arabic 
in the daily salah, studying the Qur'an only in Arabic is not mandatory. 
It would be difficult for non-Arab Muslims to know the Qur'an only: 
in Arabic, However, the more it is recited in Arabic, the greater the 
benefits. Either way, the flexibility to study the holy Qur'an through 
translations is there, 


In other areas t00, Islam recognizes the natural scope and limits 
of humanity. For example, it does not make incumbent upon all of its 
followers to become scholars of Islam, preachers, or sufis and to live 
monastic lives o¢ reach spiritual heights. A Muslim is only required 1 
know as much as is necessary to enable him to perform his duties. 
Certainly, the mote he knows and practices, the greater his starus and 
rewards, No matter how or where you look in Islam, you will not 
find any extremes in it. 
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In the Opening Chapter and in over forty other places in the holy 
Qur'an, Islam is referred to as Sinéte Mussagim. In Al Mawrid, a 
modern Arabic-English Dictionary, sindr is defined as the way, path, 
or road, and mustagim means straight, direct, correct, or right, 
Therefore, Sinite Mustagim means “The Straight Path,” and when 
something is referred to as being straight, it is also the shortest way. 
Even the slightest deviation from the straight path is no longer the 
shortest path. 


(Thiclife) A Sete Manag eB (Ulcimave Success) 


Any deviation from Sindse Mustagim is an extreme of a step 
towards extremism. Islam does not support any kind of extremism 
because any extreme step or act is a deviation and cannot bring 
ultimate success. Islam is the moderate way of life and so are its 
teachings and philosophies. Allah 4& states in the holy Qur'an: 

And without a doube, this is My Way, the steaight one: so walk 
‘on it, and do not walk on any other way, that it may lead you away 
from the way of Allah... * 16153) 

‘And those who act against the Propher—after that the straight 
path became evident to them, and began to follow against the norms af 
the faithful onesx—so We will leave them as they are and throw theny 
into Hell, and what a terrible place of retum it is. © 4115} 

‘This is because they remained divided from Allah and from His 
Prophet, And those who remain divided from Allah, 9 without a 
doubr, Allah is strict in punishing, * (594 


Regarding moderation in spending money, Allah 3& states: 
And do not keep your hand tied up to your neck nor open 
completely, thar you may have to sit regretfully and sadly. * (1729) 
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‘When they spend, (they) are neither extravagant nor stingy bur 
remained balanced in between. * [25:67] 

.otat and drink, and do noc be extravagant. Certainly, Allah 
docs not like those who are extravagant. * [731] 


Regarding moderation in obeying His rules, Allah 3 states: 
© you who have brought faith! Do not make ardm (pro 
hibited) the pure things Allah made Aalil (permissible) for you, and 
do not transgeess. Verily, Allah does nor like transgressors. ® [5/47] 
Regarding being moderate in walking and talking, Allah $& states: 
And be moderate in the way you walk, and keep your voice 
low, Certainly, the most hideous voice is undoubtedly the voice of 
a donkey. * 119) 
Allah 4& is also moderate in burdening His slaves, 


Allah does not give command to anyone excepr to his capacity... # 
[2286] 


Allah intends ease for you and docs not like hardship for yo 


3] 
When performing salih (obligatory prayers of worship), be moderate 
when reciting. 
.nand do not be loud in your salih, nor murmur in it; and 
maintain the course in heir middle, © (17110) 
When taking revenge, Muslims must not resort to extremes, 


..80 whoever did injustice to you. then you may retaliate 
likewise against him with ay much injustice as he did to you, and 
fear Allah and be certain char undoubtedly Allah is with chose wha 
practice velf-restri toy 


During jihad, mujithideen must never cross the limits, 

And fight in ehe way of Allah against those who fight with you. 
and do not do any injustice (to them); undoubtedly, Allah does not 
like those who dlo injustice. « (2190) 

Being modest in character brings forth good. 

So it is, indeed, duc 1 Allah's mercy thar you became soft- 

hearted for them, and if you were of ill-disposition and hard-hearted, 
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then assuredly, they all would have dispersed from around you; so 
forgive them and seck salvation for them, and ask for their advice 
‘on relevant matters... * [5:159) 
‘And good and evil cannot be equal: keep away what must be 
kept away, with utmost goodness... * [41:34] 
When preaching Islam, be modest and do not go to extremes, 
Call towards the way of your Lord with solid strategy and good 
counsel and debate with them in the most desirable manner... * 


{y6125) 
Regarding modesty, the Prophet & said: 
Modesty is a part of faith, and the place of faith is in Paradise. 
(Ahmad and Tiemidhi) 


Modesty produces nothing bur good, (Bukhan and Mudin) 
The believer is simple and generous, but the profligate is 
deceitful and ignoble. (Ahmad, Tiemidhi, and Abu Dawud) 
Zaid bin Talha reported Allah's Prophet @ as saying: 
Every religion has a character, and the character of Islam is 
modesty. | Malik} 
Ibn Umar reported the Prophet 4 as saying: 
Modesty and faith are both companions, When one is taken 
away, the other is taken, too. [Balbaqi] 
Allah's Prophet && further stated: 


Make things easy and convenient; do nor make them harsh and 


difficult, Give cheers and glad tidings, and do not create hatred. 
[Bukhari and Musliro} 


‘The Prophet $8 said: 
“Two qualities thar Allah 4 prefers and loves are mileiness and 
toleration. (Muslin) 

It is even more evident now, from the above-mentioned verses and. 
abadith that \slam summons all of humanity co come towards modesty 
and refrain from every extreme act. It commands its followers to be 
moderate in all thar they do, Muslims who remain modest and avoid 
extremism maintain a balanced life. Islam condemns extremism and is 
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against all extremist behavior, attitudes, and tendencies. Islam is Strate 
Mustagim, the Straight Path that takes those who walk upon it directly 
to Allah 48, not away from Him, 

Currently, because of the extremist behavior of some Muslims, the 
entire ummah (Muslims community) is suffering, and many have 
become skeptical of Islam. In all honesty, extremists of all sorts have 
jeopardized world peace. Had Muslims truly replicared the character 
of the Prophet with regard co colerance, forgiveness and modesty, and 
had some self-proclaimed Muslims not walked blindly on the path 
ofho extremism, they would have avoided disaster. A sincere study of 
Islam, on the one hand, can save the world from the extremism of 
some extremists and on the other hand, remoye the false notion that 
Islam advocates extremism and its followers are extremists. 


Is FUNDAMENTALISM A PART OF ISLAM OR NOT? 
oy f UNDAMENTALISM ORIGINATES FROM AND RESULTS in extremism, 
Petit canoe ovecy cies ia bien. Wines Raionenaine 
emerged, it was the result of ideological extremism/radicalism. When 
fundamentalism was attempted of brought into practice, it resulted in 
radical behavior, extremist actions, chaos in society, distuption of the 
status quo, and widespread insecurity. Fundamentalism, because of is 
inherent nature, never brought of can ever bring any good to society. 
As stated earlier, there is no place in Islam for any kind of extremism, 
whether it is extremism of the mind or of the body, theoretical or 
practical 
Let me make it very clear that fundamentalism has nothing to do 
with Islam, Whar is referred to these days as ‘Islamic fundamentalism’ 
is nothing bur a political approach for political ends, 1 also acknow- 
ledge that fundamentalism is a complex subject and cannot be caveret 
in such a short space. While it is somewhat unfair to leave this subject 
incomplete and ambiguous, it is also the case thar a truncated and 
hasty coverage will not suffice. Certainly, this can become a future task 


CHAPTER 15 


Equality of Mankind 
in Islam 


QUALITY IS AN ESSENTIAL ASPECT OF A CIVILIZED and 
re moral society, Only the claim that its foundation is based 

on the principles of equality is insufficient to ground a 
civilized society: its system must practically reflect that the notion of 
equality is deep-seated in its philosophy and constitution, The daily 
practices of its citizens and government must also clearly show that 
they abide by the principles of equality. Moreover, if the laws laid 
down automatically enable the citizens to have access to basic rights, 
then this society is truly founded on the principles of equality. In such 
a society, one basic function of the government is to oversee the 
enforcement of equality and to remove hurdles, in order for its 
citizens to enjoy basic human rights, 

According to Islam, Allah $€ is the highest authority, and auc 
sovereignty only belongs to Him. Allah 4 is the Lawmaker, and 
Prophet Muhammad 8 delivered and explained His divine laws to 
humanity, After the Propher @, the governing authority that is in 
charge of the affairs of the Muslim wnmah is the implementing arm of 
the divine laws, 

Anyone, individually or collectively, who fails to implement the 
divine laws and to fulfill the ordained responsibilities, or who 
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infringes on human rights, is liable not only in this world, but wil 
also be subject to severe punishments in the Hereafter, As notec 
carlicr, Muslims are obligated to respects the rights of Allah $2 a 
well as the rights of people. It is also to be noted that if the rights o 
Allah 3g are violated for one reason or another, Allah $& may forgiv 
the violator, except for the unrepented sins of shirk (polytheism) ans 
Auf (infidelity). However, it has been clearly ordained and mad 
certain that anyone who violates people's rights will see no forgivenes 
from Allah 3g on Judgment Day, until and unless forgiveness i 
granted from the victim first, 

Allah 48, while describing Judgment Day, reveals in the Qur'an: 

When the sun is wrapped up. * And when the stars have fallen, * 

‘And when the mountains are set in motion ® ... And when the girl, 


buried alive, * is asked for what sin was she murdered? * ... Thus, 
everyone will know what they have sent forth, # [81:1-3. 8.9, 14) 


Judgment Day will not be an occasion to deliver the abrogate: 
rights of people, but to make ‘just compensation’ o the victims, | 
the violators are unable to give ‘just compensation,” which will mos 


certainly be the case, they will have to suffer severe torment for thei 
sins and crimes against humanity. 

The strict rules regarding the establishing and delivering of basi 
human rights clearly indicates that the equality of mankind an 
preservation of human rights are embedded in every. relevar 
commandment of Allah 4&. In this respect, no other system on eart! 
can compete with Islam. 

Whoever commits crimes against humanity, whether Muslim o 
‘oor, will have to pay for those crimes. Some face punishments in thi 
world through various means, and some will face it after death i 
Alam-e-Bareakh (the transitory state, period place), but ultimately a 


of them—if not forgiven—will meet their ultimate punishment i 
the Hereafter. 


ete TIA. 
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After the Declarations of Faith, the entire foundation and the 
practical implementation of Islam are based on the principle of the 
equality of all humankind. Islam not only discusses this theoretically, 
but through comprehensive commandments that automatically deliver 
basic human rights it ensures equality and justice to all. Moreover, in 
this regard, Islam demands strict adherence from its followers, To 
address the entire concept of equality of humankind and every field 
and philosophy related to it, Allah 3 simply states in the Qur'an: 

© people! Without a doubt, We created all of you from one male 
and one female and made you into different branches and different 
tribes, so you may get 10 know one another, Certainly, the most 
honored of you. in the presence of Allah, is he who is most fearful of 
Allah, Certainly, Allah is the All-Knowing, the All-Aware. * (4:13) 

In such a shore verse, the Qur'an explains it all, while learned men 
have written volumes to shed light on the same issue. The cruth char 
all people are the progeny of one male and one female (parents) clearly 
explains thar there is no other species of man that could have created 
even the slightest inequality among the humans. Being sons and 
daughters of one man and one woman automatically establishes 
inherent equality among humans. 

We can also easily infer from the common origin of man that no 
sane mother and father would create any inequality among their 
children, nor would they devise any principle to create social classes 
among them, Since Islam was the faith of our “parents” (Adam “=! 
and Hawwa), had all of their children followed Islam, we would have 
saved ourselves from inequalities that have given birth to numerous 
societal ills, We must believe firmly in the fact presented in this verse, 
thar we all share the same mother and father, before embarking on 
eradicating inequalities and injustices. 

This verse and many others of the holy Qur'an clearly show thar 
‘equality is the main ingredient of a healthy society. Allah $§ wants co 
see us flourish on Earth, and so, right from the beginning, He 
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embedded the principles of equality among men, Why then would 
Islam not designate proper and necessary rights and bring justice to all 
when it intends to bring peace, prosperity, and true happiness so 
humankind can work their way to ultimate success? How can Islam 
be unjust to humans and expect their willful submission? How can 
Allah 3 call Himself just and then do injustice to humans? How can 
the All-Knower, All-Powerful, Most Compassionate, and Most 
Merciful contradict Himself by not establishing the necessary means 
to bring equality and justice among men? 

People do not have to wait long to see the display of equality in 
Islam. For example, as soon as one enters into the folds of Islam, he 
witnesses equality in the performance congregational of saléh, where 
there is no distinction between kings and slaves, rich and poor; all 
stand shoulder to shoulder to bow down to the Supreme Lord, Allah 
$&. There are no reserved spaces, even for kings, governors, or 
ignitaries, in mosques for the performing of prayers in congregation. If 
a common person comes first, he occupies the space in the first row, 
and if a king comes late, he has to serie himself in subsequent rows 
or spaces. Throughout Islamic history, this has been a normal practice. 
and this is also one of the most practical examples of equality. 

The verse quoted earlier addresses all human beings, not just 
Muslims, Whether they belong to one nation or another, it does not 
make anyone inferior or superior, The diversity among peoples is for 


the sake of them being able to recognize each other and nothing more. 
According to Islam, distinction among people cannot be based on 
color, ethnicity. wealth, or any other worldly or physical factors, but 
only on piety. However, even distinction based on piety does not earn 
anyone special privileges or rights; no special treatment can be formally 
granted or demanded. Of course, piety has a higher status in the sight 
of Allah $8. and that is not earned easily. The pious must be respected 
and dignified as long as the principles of equality ate not disturbed, 
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The greatest display of equality in Islam can be witnessed during 
the annual occasion of Hajj (the holy pilgrimage), when millions of 
‘Muslims gather in Makkah, Saudi Arabia, from all over the world. 
Here, Muslim males wear two sheets of white cloth, and Muslim 
women wear simple clothes. Dressed in this manner, they circum- 
ambulate the Ka’ba, glorifying their Lord and His Oneness, and 
expressing their submission to Him. This is the greatest show of 
equality in Islam. No distinction whatsoever of wealth or status, 
prejudice or bigotry, superiority or inferiority, or discrimination based 
on color oF race is apparent theres Here we see nothing but the reign of 
equality and the proof that black and white, Easterner and Westerner, 
and rich and poor are all children of the same parents, slaves of the 
Almighty Allah 3. The Hajj is a unique experience and a unique 
display of equality that no other gathering of people can duplicate, 

The gathering during Hajj shows that although pilgrims are 
Americans, Chinese, Russians, Indians, Europeans, Africans, ar Arabs, 
in fact the unity of their character, actions, and purpose is proof that 
the Muslim wmmuh (community) is not a group of different nations, 
bur one nation in itself. As long as distinctions based on color, ethnicity, 
and language exist, true peace cannot prevail. Islam claims that the 
differentiation of human beings based on nationality, ethnicity, color, 
ovation and that such innovations have 


language, ete. is a human 
nothing to do with any heavenly decree. 
The Propher @S stared: 

All human beings are equal. They are equal as the tecth of 
comb. There is no distinction of preference for Arabs over non 
Arabs or non-Arabs over Arabs: nor black over white of white over 
black. In the sight of Alluh, preference is based only on picey and 
righteoustiess. (Lav Sermon of che Prophet, Appendix Ml) 


The Qur'an commands the believers: 


© faithful ones! Let not say man mock another man: itis very 
possible that he may be better than those who mack. And let not 
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women (mock) other women; it is possible that they may be better 

than those who mock. And do nor insult your own, and do not 

give bad names to each other... * 49:11) 

The Prophet & taught his followers that: 
Without 2 doubt, Allah does not look at your status, nor does 

He look at your body or wealth. Verily, He continuously watches 

your heart, so whoever is a good-hearted one, Allah is pleased with 

him, Without a doubt, you ate the progeny of Adam. And among 

‘you, whoever is pious is liked by Allah, {Mujma:ay-Zawoid| 
He further stated: 

‘That all creations are like the family of Allah; Allah loves most 
whoever loves most His creatures. [Sunan Behagi &e Mishkat Al-Marabih) 

It is now evident that true equality among people exists in Islam 
and that Islam does not reserve special preference for anyone, The 
Qur'an and sarah clearly spell out that in Islam there is no place for 
inequality, racism, favoritism, prejudice, discrimination, or bigotry. 
Such vices are man-made and adhered to for selfish reasons. Islam 
teaches the removal of evils from society, so that the world can become 
a replica of Heaven, thereby allowing people to work towards the real 
Heaven. Islam does nor give rise to evil, but eradicates it. 

As mentioned earlier, the basic dury of a Muslim is co fulfill his 
duties cowards Allah $€ and towards his fellow man. Islam emphasizes 
duties over rights because when duties are properly executed, human. 
rights and freedoms are automatically fulfilled. 

Similarly, the basic duty of an Islamic government is to ensure— 
on the basis of Islamic principles—equality for all of its citizens and 
to remove any and all inequalities from society. Any governing autho- 
rity unable to fulfill this basic duty must cease to exist of be replaced. 
Often, governments and its officials escape justice for crimes against 
humanity and are not held accountable. Let me remind that Allah 4a 
is the Sole-Owner of Judgment Day and that no one will escape from. 
His sight and avoid deserved punishment, Therefore, there is more 
benefit in being just with people than there is in being oppressive. 
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Worldly laws provide limited accountability and often even that is 
escapable. Sometimes, it is difficult to differentiate berween lawbreakers 
and lawmakers, and in the end the poor citizens suffer. Islam provides 
strict rules to bring justice and encourages people to fight for their 
rights and against injustice. Islam designates higher rewards for striving 
for justice; however, if a victim chooses to be patient or is unable to 
acquire justice, Allah 4 promises just compensation in this world 
and/or in the Hereafter. 

According to a hadith narrated by Abdullah ibn Amr: 

A truce Muslim is one from whose hands and mouth other 

Muslims are safe. (Bukhari) 

‘This infers that a true Muslim is one who fulfills the rights of 
Allah $€ as well as the rights of people, 

In another hadith, the Prophet 2 said: 

Allah does not bless a nation among which a weak man is not 

given his right, (Bukhari) 

Equality is further exemplified by the rights Islam grants 10 all. 


RIGHT TO LIFE 
6 HE RIGHT TO LIFE IS THE MOST IMPORTANT of all human 
rights, Islam guarantees this right from the stare of fecus to the 
last breath of human life, It has made the life of a human ~ Muslim 
and non-Muslim — sacred. Indiscriminate bloodshed and killing of 
human beings are the worst crimes in Islam, for which the uleimae 
accountability is inescapable and quite painful, 1 have discussed this 
right in Chapter 13, “The Value of Life and Its Preservation in 
Islam.” 


RIGHT TO LIBERTY 

HE RIGHT TO LIBERTY, TO BE FREE, IS AN INALIENABLE natural 
6 right of man When any right is referred to as a “nanaral right, 
it means that people are born with it; the simple fact of their existence 
gives them this natural right. Since Allah 3 is his Creator, it means 
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that Allah 4% Himself gave people this natural right to liberty, and 
since Islam is the religion of Allah $€, it ensures thar this natural 

Societies can make right is not abrogated. It follows then, that 

very armangement © we, as people, do not grant or allocate natural 
Min fread ws sights but are only to protect them. People 
whe is sopping bim Should, as they have already done, make 
from becoming alive necessary arrangements to protect these 
human rights. 
un el asa of hs Islam is many steps ahead of human 
wanes and desire? societies, because its divine values and 
commandments are ordained in such a way that man cannot even 
deprive himself of these rights, lee alone abuse others’ natural rights. 
Societies can make every arrangement to set man free and not make 
him its slave, but who is stopping him from becoming a slave of 
society and, in almost all cases, a slave of his own self, a slave of his 
wants and desires? Such societies may set man free by ensuring his 
right to be free, but who can prevent free people, out of their own 
choice, from becoming slaves to society and surrendering to it? 

Islam, through its teachings, makes sure that man does not 
choose to become a slave of society. Tt also lays down rules so that 
society cannot take a shape where it leaves man with no choice but 
give up his right to be free. Through these arrangements, Islam sets 
man free from all kinds of slavery so thar he can submit himself to 
Allah 4 and can submit his will to the will of Allah $6, because it ix 
not possible to demand complete submission withour first setting 
man totally free from all other bondage. 

Man cannot simultancously submit himself to himself, his society, 
and the Almighty; he must choose one. Anyone who totally and 
voluntarily submits his will to the Almighty can never become a slave 
of society of of himself, and he truly stay’ free from all other bondage. 
On the other hand, whoever voluntarily of involuntarily submits ro 
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society or to himself can never obtain true freedom, everlasting, 
happiness, and ultimate success. Wy bmagnny 

Islam first sets man free and then demands the Supreme Being. 
submission for his own good, Others also becomes superior 
promise freedom, but end up resulting in all 
types of bondage in which man cannot achieve world t@ endave him. 
truc success, here or in the Hereafter. How is Whew there és nothing 
this so? This is because, in the first case, He is 
Allah 3%, the Almighty and Our Creator, 
Who sets us free and, after we submit to Him, keeps us in His 
bondage, in order to give us success in this life and in the Hereafter, 
He has all the power and knowledge 10 do so. In contrast, in the 
second case, the entity/system that promises freedom and success is 
weak and has no control over anything or, at the very last, what is 
beyond the visible. 

Man ought not co submit to any weaker body/being, but he 
should submit to the Supreme Being, Who saves him from all types 
of humiliation, pain, and suffering, and Who brings him true peace, 
happiness, prosperity, and ultimate success, By becoming a slave of 
the Supreme Being, man becomes superior to everything else, and 
nothing remains in the world to enslave him, When there is nothing 
to enslave him, man becomes tnuly liberated. 

The Islamic society was not created to enslave man, nor does man 
inadvertently become its slave; instead, by accepting the enslavement 
and bondage to Allah $€, he truly begins to serve humanity, By 
having man in His bondage, Allah 3 does not draw personal 
benefits or services, but through this servitude man is set free from all 
bondage and «uly acquires his right to liberty. Islim brings real 
freedom to man and sets him free, 


RIGHT TO Happiness / PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS 
SLAM FULLY RECOGNIZES THIS RIGHT OF MAN and helps him 
throughout his life to achieve it. As a prerequisite, to achieve 
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happiness or to embark in its pursuit, man 

Se eee raier Fcc ow what happlnew la wheres 
grants is permanentand ies, and how to acquire it. If he does not 
never fide 8 know this, how can he acquire it? Any 
ay of mareral grins ¢ — ™ISCOnstrucd meaning of happiness will 
‘risky busines, and cause all pursuit to go in vain and, because of 
even ifachiewek the Joss of time and energy, he may be 
unable to re-embark on the path to true 

I series Than: eerning cp urdicipandl te 
concept of true happiness is crucial for its pursuit to be fruitful, 

Man consists of a body and a soul and was created in such a way 
that he cannot taste true happiness by just fulfilling his physical and 
material needs; his spiritual needs must also be fulfilled. Only the 
Creator wuly knows how man can acquire happiness, because He is 
the Creator of both man’s body and soul, and only He knows their 
exact requirements. In the absence of His help, guidance, and 
direction, man on his own cannot achieve anything, let alone true 
happiness. Experience shows and millions of people can testify that 
even after having access to worldly wealth, satisfying physical or 
material needs and desires, and unlimited pursuits, true happiness has 
not been achieved, and the soul is still not in peace or at rest. 

Happiness comes when an individual achieves his goals, acquires 
his needs, and fulfills his wishes, If his achievements fall short of his 
expectations—meaning that he does not acquire the pleasure he 
expected or that the luxury he attempted to attain did not bring any 
change or comfort in his life—then the happiness quickly fades away. 
Man is weak and does not have control over life's circumstances, 
Many times circumstances change by the time he achieves his goals, 
or the results turn out to be less than what was expected. Many other 
factors can become obstacles to happiness, and its pursuit can go to 
waste, A fruitful pursuit is that which results in permanent and 


EQUALITY OF MANKIND IN IsLaM 203. 


everlasting happiness; it does not go away with the passage of time or 
a change in circumstances, and such happiness is worth pursuing, To 
pursue happiness that is not permanent or that fades away easily is a 
waste of time and effort. 

‘True peace and happiness cannot be acquired, it can only be 
granted by the Lord Almighty. What is acquired can be lost, but what 
the Lord grants is permanent and never fades away. Pursuing 
happiness by way of material gains is a risky business, and, even if 
achieved, it is not permanent and can be lost at any time. On the 
other hand, pursuing happiness from the pleasure of the Almighty isa 
wise choice and the safest way to true happiness, When the Lord is 
pleased, peace of heart and true happiness are assured. The pursuit of 
true happiness in Islam, through pleasing Allah $8, never goes in 
vain. Every believer has the right to acquire this happiness. Allah $4 
clearly reveals in the holy Qur'an: 

Iris He Who sent down tranquility in the hearts of Muslims so 

that they may advance in thei beliefs in faith... * [484] 

Allah $¥ reaffiems chat: 

All those whe believed—and their hearts find contentment in the 
remembrance of Allah—withour a doubt, in the remembrance of 
‘Allah, hearts find contentment. # All those people who believed and 
did righteous deeds, for them are glad tidings and a gel end, © 


(1sa8.29) 
Absoluccly, Allah certainly became pleased with che Muslims when 
they were swearing allegiance to you under the tte, yo He knew all 
thar was in their hearts, then sent down tranquility upon them, and 

rewarded them with the acquisition of victory soon, © (418) 

When true followers, servants, and slaves voluntarily fulfill thelr 
obligations to the Master and properly follow the rules and regulations 
He laid down, they attain a unique pleasure that is only felt by them 
and that cannot be described in words. Constantly observing religious 
obligations and constantly worshipping strengthen the spiritual 
connection to the Lord and result in wholesome satisfaction, peace of 
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heart, and true happiness. This pursuit towards man’s origin leaves no 
vacuum in life because, as he eventually 
connects to his Master, the Source, his heart 
pleamre of thesouland becomes fully content. The complete 
sind vo mere presence of his Master in his heart brings true 
and everlasting happiness, which instantly 
which fade away very becomes a part of his body and soul and 
‘quickly and must bere- never separates from him ever again, even 
‘acquired een. p0n death when the body and soul separate, 
because both are at peace. He thus acquires toral happiness and the 
pursuit ceases. 

In Islam, one does not have to do anything extraordinary to acquire 
happiness; just by practicing acts of direct and indirect worship, a 
follower not only fulfills the religious requirements, but he also auto- 
matically receives happiness, satisfaction, and unique pleasures. Islam 
does not prohibit going after the happiness of this world, nor is it 
against material pleasures, bur it docs make these things of secondary 
importance, A believer is commanded to attain higher pleasures, to 
seck higher status, and co free himself from any material bondage that 
reduces true happiness to artificial happiness. Artificial happiness hides 
one’s actual state, which is full of sorrows. Material bonds reduce the 
true and permanent pleasure of the soul and mind to mere animalistic, 
bodily, and temporary pleasures, which fade away very quickly and 
must be re-acquired soon, 


RIGHT TO RELIGION 

WM ANY THINK THAT ISLAM IS AN INTOLERANT RELIGION that 
refuses to co-exist with others’ beliefs. 1 must tell you right 

now that this is not true, and I also expect that by now you must have 

realized this yourself. In fact, the well-documented history of Islam 

shows that it is by its very nature a tolerant religion. 
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Islam’s focus is on quality, not quantity; compulsion, coercion, 
and forced conversion cannot bring quality. People who choose to 
embrace Islam only benefit themselves; Islam neither gains anything 
from anyone's conversion, nor does it lose anything by anyone's exit 
from it. There is no doubr that those who find great benefit in Islam 
truly become compassionate and wish for others to enjoy the same, 
Islam intends to give a true purpose to people’s lives by bringing them 
(alive) under its umbrella, nor by turning them into dead bodies 
through coercion and compulsion, It does not intend to increase its 
membership to be the biggest organization of human bodies: it 
intends to bring quality to peoples’ lives. 

Thus, it lays down the principle of freedom of religion and makes 
all the arrangements to protect and safeguard it. The very justification 
for not coercing people into Islam is evident in the following verses: 

‘There is no compulsion in deen (religion). Certainly, guidance is 

set apart from apostasy. So whoever rejects the Satan and believes 

Allah, then, surely, he has grayped a strong larch; for him there is no 

kind of defeat, And Allah is All-Hearing and All-Knowing, i 

And if your Lord so wills, then all inhabitancs of earth would 
bring faith, each and every one, So will you then force people to the 


point they become Muslim? And there is no one who can embrace 
faith without the will of Allah... ¢ (1099) 


"These verses clearly show that Islam is tolerant of others’ beliefs 
and that Islam does not obligate Muslims to convert anyone into 
Islam via force. Further, Islam also prohibits disrespecting and 
insulting other people's deities. 

‘And do nox speak ill of those (idols and false gods) that they 
call upon besides Allah... * (6108) 
Allah 4g directs Muslims to act in the following manner: 


Call towards the way of your Lord with solid strategy and good 


counsel, and debate with them in the most desirable manner... * 
Toc) 
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And if they (non-Muslims) do not pay attention, say to them: 
For you is your own way and for me is Allah's deen (religion; way o! 
life). * (1096) 
With the Lord's grace, everyday thousands of people find truc 
peace under the umbrella of Islam; there is no need for any 
compulsion or coercion. 


RIGHT TO PRIVACY 
GS HE IMPORTANCE OF PRIVACY and the effects of its violation 
can only be truly understood by those whose privacy has beer 
violated. Everything deemed personal to us is our private matter, until 
and unless we choose to share it with others, If personal informatior 
is entrusted to someone and they have not been permitted to pass it 
along or make it public, it must be guarded and kepe confidential 
Privacy is an individual's right unless it is given up for one reason oF 
another, or unless it is surrendered at the demand of legitimate 
governing authorities. 

In America, 1 hear on an almost daily basis thar the government 
and social and business organizations adamantly ensure privacy anc 
inform their people/clients about guarding it, What a relief it is 
live in a society where the government guarantees and guards th 
privacy of its citizens! Unfortunately, this is not the case in many 
other countries. 

‘To peotcet the dignity and well-being of individuals, Islam issue¢ 
heavy decrees some 1500 years ago to safeguard privacy and related 
matters, The Lord Himself is the protector of our privacy, dignin 
and well-being 

Allah 9g states in the holy Qur'an: 

© Muslims! Do not enter into homes other than your own. 
until you have taken permission and greet the residents with “alam” 

(peace). This is better for you, if you think. Then, if you do not find 

anyone there, so do not enter therein until permission is granted to 
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you. And if you are told to go back, so go back; this is more virtuous 

for you. And Allah knows whatever you do. * [24-27-28] 

These verses certainly prohibit intrusion into people's privacy and 
safeguard their right to privacy. Each and every word of Allah $& is 
deeply immersed in wisdom. Hence, all necessary and relevant rules 
and etiquettes can be formulated based on these foundational verses 
regarding privacy. 

According to a hadith, peeking into houses, looking into them 
from the outside, reading someone's letter/mail without permission, 
and erecting houses higher than your neighbor's houses with the 
intent to see into them are all strictly prohibited. Under Islamic laws 
of privacy, even if a victim knocks our the eye of an intruder, he will 
not be punished. {Timidhi) Even a blind person is not allowed to enter 
a house without the permission of its owner, because, even though he 
is unable to see anything, he can certainly hear private matters, which 
amounts to an invasion of privacy. 

Furthermore, Muslims must get permission before entering their 
parent's home, Just look how specific this ruling is, in that it states 
that if a child/minor answers a person's call and gives permission (0 
enter a home, that person should not enter it, Permission to enter is 
only valid if granted by an adult, preferably the owner. Morcover, one 
should not have hard feelings if on occasion permission is not 
granted. 

In another Aadish ic is stated thar if a Muslim illegally searches 
through the property and/or life of a Muslim brother, then Allab 3 
will seek into his private life on Judgment Day and disgrace him (as 
he did to his brother) [Muslim and Tiere). However, for lawful purposes 
and in certain emergencies, if the motive is not to invade privacy, 
entering into 2 house and searching through personal items without 
permission is allowed to the extent necessary. 
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Moreover, by also strictly prohibiting backbiting, Islam safeguards 
people's privacy (more on backbiting in Chapter 21, Virtwes and Vices). 


RIGHTS OF OTHERS 
NLIKE MANMADE SYSTEMS, ISLAM EXPLICITLY establishes the 
fights of others, including relatives, neighbors, and so on, 
that must be fulfilled by every individual and/or the society at large, 
By carefully examining and analyzing each right and the demands 10 
fulfill it, one cam clearly see the kind of caring and sharing society that 
Islam intends co build, Suffice it to say, Allah 4% reveals: 

‘They ask you as to what they should spend. Say, “Whatever you 
give to help parents, relatives, orphans, the wayfarer, and the needy is 
good, and whatever good you do, certainly Allah knows of it.” © 

[Qur'an 2215) 

So give to che relatives their right and to the needy and co the 
wayfarer. This is beeter for those who desire Allah's mercy, and such 
people are successful, © (Qur'an 30:38) 

And wonhip Allah, and do not make anyone His partner. And do 
good to parents and relatives, and (do good) to orphans, the needy, 
and your neighbors, whether they are near or unfamiliar to you, and 
to the companion by your side and to the wayfarer, and to those who 


are under your custody, Undoubtedly, Allah does noc like he who 
brags and boasts... © (Qur'an 436] 


Not just society as a whole, but every individual Muslim is 
required vo fulfill che rights of others to the best of his ability and 
knowledge. Those who go out of their way and go beyond their 
means to bring peace and case of life to others receive greater rewards 
and status from Allah $4 


RIGHTS OF NEIGHBORS 
SLAM PLACES GREAT EMPHASIS ON THE RIGHTS OF neighbors, 
Regardless of their religious affiliation, neighbors have distinct 
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rights, and Muslims are obligated to fulfill them, 

‘The Prophet 4 stated that the rights of neighbors were so greatly 
stressed that he thought neighbors might also become heirs in inheri- 
tance. [Tinmidhi) The Propher $$ explained that the inhabitants of the 
70 houses around your house are your neighbors. With such brevity, 
what a network of cooperation the Prophet & established among the 
people. Such a great network of communal relationships is built not 
to promote conflict or to sow hate, but to increase cooperation and 
mutual love, Without involving any governing authority, building such 
an intricace web of cooperation and care among peoples is the 
specialty only of Islam, 

Rich and developed societies, in which modern mechanisms are 
in place to deal co a certain extent with people's problems and 
emergencies, may nor truly understand the need for neighborly 
cooperation. However, throughout human history, poor nations and 
communities have benefited from such Islamic principles of 
cooperation. Even today, in many parts of the world, if neighbors will 
not help cach other to cope with problems of everyday life, it will 
bring hardship and misery to their society. 

In times of both joy and sadness, neighbors can be helpful and 
beneficial to cach other. During illness, emergency, economic hardship, 
death, and other tragedies, cooperation among neighbors results in 
immediate comfort and helps bring life back to normal, Even in times 
of celebration, the company of neighbors can bring greater happiness 
and love, 

Sometimes, governmental authorities may nor know of or may take 
longer to learn and respond fo a situation, bur inmost cases 
neighbors can be there vo respond and help immediately. On many 
occasions people hecome victims of bureaucracy, red tape, and other 
injustices such thar, even if the government is able (o help, it may 
never do so, Usually, neighbors know each other well, and nothing 
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prevents them from helping in times of need, When neighbors 
respond in such times, favors are returned, and this continues to 
bring peace, happiness, and prosperity to all. 

To sum up this section, let me quote two ahadtth: 

When you prepare special foods, share with your neighbors 
(especially the poor ones). When you bring home fruits, share wich 
your neighbors, and if by any chance you do not have enough to 
share, then at least do not throw its peelings outside your door so 
thac the children of your poor neighbor may see them and become 
sad for not having the same. [Tirmidhil 

He whose neighbor sleeps with an empty stomach is not a 
believer. (Abu Dawud] 


BROTHERHOOD IN ISLAM (Que 49:10) 
A MUSUM Is NOT A MOMIV (true believer) if he does not choose 
for other Muslims what he chooses for himself, Do not give 
to your brother what you would not take for yourself, Do nor turn 
back your brother if you are able to help. To one who is kind to 
people on carth, Allah 3& will be kind on Judgment Day. The one 
who is not grateful for favors from his brother cannot be grateful to 
Allah $4. Such teachings and commandments of the Qur'an and 
sunnah form the foundations for universal brotherhood in Islam, The 
following are the six duties a Muslim must fulfill cowards another 
Muslin, (Bukhari) 
(1) To greet each other with “asialemu alaykum meaning, “peace 
be upon you,” to which the reply is, "may peace be upon 


you too, 


(2) To accepe the invitation when invited for a feast, 
(3) To show solicitude to him, when he expects it from you. 
(4) To respond with prhamukullah Cmay Allah be kind to 


you") when hearing a Muslim say alhamdidlillah (“all praise 
be to Allah”) after sneezing, 
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(5) To visit him when he is sick. 
(6) To attend his funeral, pay last respects, and accompany the 
deceased to the cemetery. 

When the persecutions by the Quraysh became unbearable, the 
Prophet 8 and his companions migrated to Madinah. The Muslims 
of Madinah, later called Amsér (“those who helped”) extended 
themselves and divided in half everything they owned to give to the 
Muhajiriin (the migrants). This charitable act was unprecedented and 
has yet to be duplicated. Such unique brotherhood, as created by the 
Prophet i, led the two separate peoples to become united forever 
under the banner of Islam, This could not have been possible without 
respect for human rights, equality, and justice. 


JUSTICE IN ISLAM , 
2g N A SOCIETY, EQUALITY CANNOT BE ACHIEVED without justice 
and the rule of law. Justice is such an integral need of human life 
thar, to acquire it, people often willingly sacrifice their other rights, 
‘The entire structure of Islam rests on justice. Allah 3 is Just, His 
prophets brought justice, and the Qur'an contains commandments of 
justice; hence, justice is a priority in Islam. Justice with oneself, 
justice in society, and justice for all are the basic teachings of Islam. 
In fact, the main purpose of Judgment Day is w bring justice to 
people and people to justice. 
In the holy Qur'an, Allah $6 directs to do justice: 
and when you speak, say what is just, even if it is (in the case 
of) your relative... * [6152 
O those who have brought faith! Sand firmly for justice for the 
sake of Allah, when testifying, even if it be upon yourselves or your 
parents and immediate relatives. Whether they are wealthy o* poor, 
Allah is near both of them: thus, do not be led by hist that you stray 
from justice. And if you do not speak clearly or deny it altogether, 9 
undoubtedly, whatever you do, Allah is aware of it 
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© those who have brought faith! Establish yourself for Allah by 
being testifiers of justice. And let not the enmity of a people ever 
incite you to disregard justice. You do justice; it is very close to piety, 
and fear Allah. Certainly, whatever you do, Allah is aware of it. ¢ (5:8) 
Certainly, Allah commands you to give the trusts to their rightful 


owners. And when deciding among the people, decide with justice... * 
(aes) 


And do not consume each othet’s wealth unjustly, and do not 
take matters to court with the intent to illegally consume people's 
wealth, knowingly. # (2188) 


.and he who was slain unjustly, so We gave his kin the right, so he 
too must not exceed the limits in killings that he has been Lae 

Asa final note on Islam's notion of justice, equality, and human 
rights, have a close look at the Prophet's 8 Last Sermon (Appendix II), 

Finally, | would like to add here that it is a common practice of 
people co sow discord in order to divide man from man, making it 
easy to rule over them. This policy of “divide and rule” is and ha 
been applied all over the world by powerful people and nations to 
subjugate others and thus extract all kinds of material benefits, Islam 
applies a different policy: it unites people with love and rules over thei 
hearts, not for its own benefit, but for the greater good of humanity, 
This unity of people and their greater good are not possible without 
genuine equality and true justice. 

Muslims who are in power and do not rule with justice will b 
held accountable on Judgment Day and cannot escape punishmen 
for their injustices, Islam is not wo blame for their abuse of power anc 
un-lslamic behavior. Divine justice awaits everyone: Muslims anc 
non-Muslims, It is said thar the Day of Judgment will last fifty 
thousand years, which is plenty of time for justice to be served. 


CHAPTER 16 


Women in Islam: 
Status and Role 


HE STATUS AND ROLE OF WOMEN IN ISLAM is inquired into 
wee more than any other matter. This is certainly a delicate 

subject. I request the reader to pay close attention, and 
proceed with an open-mind. 

Islamic rules and regulations were given 1400 years ago and they 
had to define comprehensively and provide for every aspect of life. 
‘The laws and principles had to take into consideration people’s psyche 
and habits, environment and circumstances, qualities and_short- 
comings, nature and choices, needs and wishes, and narural urges and 
inner desites (good/bad) before prescribing to people a system of life. 
Had Islam not addressed even the smallest aspect or left anything 
unclear, it would nor have qualified as the complete way of life. If there 
was a chance for something to happen, even once in a person's lifetime, 
Islam had to offer guidance for it, 

The status and role of women in society are important issues for 
which Islam has provided all related rules, rights and guidance. In fact, 
in many ways, Islam is the only religion to do so. Not only in theory, 
Islam practically uplifted women's status nearly 1400 years ago, and 
for the first time in human history she felt her erue being. 
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When the holy Qur'an mentions someone or something, it carries 
great importance. Given this, we can imagine how important the role, 
status, rights, and duties of women are that an entire chapter in the 
holy Qur'an is dedicated to women, namely Suna an-Nisa’ (The 
Woman). Icis the fourth chapter and the third longest in the Qur'an, 

The general idea among non-Muslims and even among some 
modern Muslims is that in Islam women are not equal to men and are 
treated as second-class citizens, This idea is wrong, and it is based on 
misconceptions and, to some extent, ignorance. The holy Qur'an 
clearly states that there is ne distinction among people, except on the 
basis of their piety (Quéa 413), The more pious a man or woman is, the 
more distinct and praiseworthy he or she is in the sight of Allah 45, 

Both men and women are creatures of Allah 3 and were created 
for the same purpose: to worship Him, specifically through the role(s) 
assigned to them. How then can one be treated differently than the 
other? Both men and women are slaves of Allah $8. nor slaves of each 
other. They both have to play distinct and essential roles in society as 
prescribed by the Lord. These roles are assigned according to their 
capacity and capability, and they are reflective of their physical, 
psychological, and biological makeup. To assign us the proper role 
befitting our nature, who else is a better judge than our Lord, Who 
created us, and who else knows our qualities better than our Lord? 

If we demand more than what is assigned to us or perform less 
than what is required and necessary of us, then we are in clear violation 
of the oath we took, as His creatures, on the day He asked us, "Am I 
not your Lord?” whereupon, we all said "Yes..." (Quéan 772), It is also 
a violation of the contract we, as Muslims, made with Him on the 
day we willfully submitted co Him and agreed to obey Him and not 
to disobey Him. Both men and women ought to assume their roles as 
assigned by the Lord and perform them accordingly [Quran 16) 
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VERIFYING EQUALITY 

© VERIFY WHETHER EQUALITY EXISTS among women and men, 

in Islam, one must first find oue Do women’s basic rights 
differ from men's? Are they underprivileged or considered inferior 
beings? Are they treated differently as persons in acquiring justice, 
respect, and dignity, both in a household (as a mother, wife, sister, or 
daughter) and in society? Are they treated differently in receiving 
rewards and punishments and in achieving status and compensation? 
If the answer to such questions is yes, then women are not equal to 
men in Islam, and they are subject ro limitations of their rights and 
freedoms to which men are not. If the answer is no, which is the case, 
then there certainly is equality beeween them. However, their roles 
and functions in life are different, These differences are necessary ¢0 
keep society balanced and progressing in the right direction. 

Allah $§, through His divine wisdom, assigned some different 
functions and roles to women, The allocation of different roles to. 
women does not make them inferior to men. If Muslim women think 
of themselves as inferior, it could be because of the lack of proper 
Islamic knowledge and understanding of their rights or because of 
social and cultural factors thar have nothing to do with Islam. 1 
strongly believe that Islam is not to blame for their situation. 

Islam has done everything reasonably posible for women to live a 
happy life and enjay the equality that Allah 3 granced them, Islam 
gives them the right to demand their rights whenever necessary, and 
ic fully supports them. If, for one reason or another, they do not fight 
for their rights, Islam is not to be blamed. If some so-called Muslim 
societies’ un-Islamic culture of customs suppress women and their 
Fights, such behavior should not be referred to as Islamic, 

T hold Muslim men entirely responsible for sometimes making 
women feel insecure, inferior, degraded, depressed, and weak, Mustim 
men who do not treat women with due respect and dignity are 
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ignorant of Islamic teachings and principles regarding women’s starus, 
and they are not acting in an Islamic manner. They will not only pay 
for this unequal and unjust behavior in this world, but they will also 
be held accountable on Judgment Day. Ignorance is no excuse. | can 
guarantee, on the basis of Islamic knowledge and personal experience, 
that wherever men and women are fully aware of their rights and 
duties and abide by all the rules pertaining to their roles, they are 
enjoying a heavenly life on earth, 


EQUALITY WITH MAN 
N THIS REGARD, ALLAH 4 REVEALED CLEAR VERSES to show 
how men and women are obligated to cach other and must 
lawfully deliver their duties and uphold mutual rights. 
Allah 9g states in the holy Qur'an: 
Whoever does a righteous deed, man or woman, and they are a 
believer, so certainly, We will keep them alive in a state of righteous 
life and surely, We will give them their reward, befitting their best 
deeds. © (1697) 
© people! Withour a doubt, We created all of you from one 


male and one female and made you into different branches and 
different tribes... © (413) 


And this is from among His signy that He created far you pairs 
from within you, so you may find comfort in chem. And created 
between you love and mercy. Undoubtedly, in this, indeed, are 
signs for those who think, * (90-24) 


© people! Fear your Lord, Who created you from a single soul, 
and created from that sou! its mate. and spread from both of them 
many men and women... |) 

‘Through these verses and many others, we clearly see that there is 
no inequality between men and women. Both are equal in causing the 
spread of humankind on earth. Without partnering with women, men 
could not have done it alone. The terms ‘mate’ and ‘pair’ clearly define 
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their inherent equality. The credit for populating the carth goes to 
them equally, although ultimate praise is for Allah $5. 


EQUALITY IN RIGHTS 

Allah $& states in the holy Qur'an: 

«and women, t00, have rights (over men), as they (men) have 
rights over them (women) legally. But men have a degree (of advan- 
tage) over them. And Allah is powerful and wise... * (2-228) 

‘That “men have a degree (of advantage) over them” simply refers 
to the physical advantages that men have due to their physique. It 
also refers to the fact that men are saddled with the responsibility and 
duty co bear the financial burden of their families and ro provide the 
essentials of life, making men the natural overseer of the family’s 
incernal and external matters. However, if the wife is working ourside 
the home and contributing to the family income, then both share this 
“degree (of advantage), and women receive greater reward for sharing 
his responsibilities, 

In any group or organization, there is always a single person (i.e., 
leader, CEO, president) who is appointed the head, regardless of the 
size and scope of that entity. This makes him/her superior in terms of 
leadership over every other member of the organization, Similarly, 
there is nothing wrong in that Allah 38 grants man a “degree (of 
advantage)” along with added responsibilities and duties. This does 
not make women inferior by any means. 

However, to make sure that man will not abuse his “degree (of 
advantage)" and abrogate the rights of women, Allah $€ first stated 
thar “Women, too, have rights,” meaning that these rights are n0¢ 10 
be violated. The verse ends with “Allah is powerful and wise.” which 
can be taken to signify that even though man was granted a “degree 
(of advantage),” Allah 4 is still dominant. If man abuses his powers, 
Allah 4¢ will punish him. Furthermore, when Allah 4s refers to 
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Himself as “wise,” He means that superiority is not given to men to 
rule over women and make her inferior, but Allah 3§ very wisely 
designated specific powers and duties to men and women for their 
‘own benefit, for the benefit of their family, and ultimately for the 
greater good of society. 


WOMEN ARE NOT INFERIOR TO MEN 
oG HE FOLLOWING VERSES FROM THE HOLY QUR'AN illustrate 
the status of women at the time when the holy Qur'an was 
revealed, Allah $% states: 
When anyone among them is given the good news of a daughter, 
so all day his face darkens, and he is full of angst. * He hides himself in 
shame from his community, on account of the unpleasantness of this 
good news. Should he keep her in disgrace or bury her alive in the 
ground? Look, how terribly do they judge! * (Qur'an 1658-89), 

Up until the time of the Prophet @S, burying daughters alive in 
their infancy was a common practice of some Arab tribes. Islam put 3 
complete end to this practice. Not too long ago, in India, when 
husbands died, their widow was required to be burned alive along 
with the husband's corpse. ‘This was a Hindu ritual known as sati, 
which was only outlawed in 1829. 

In Islam, a female, whether a newborn or a widow, is not in am 
way a disgrace either to an individual Muslim man or to Muslirr 


society ar large. She is a being independent of men and is not at the 
disposal of men or society, She cannot be buried alive or burned by 
the side of her deceased husband. In fact, Islam permits her « 
remarry. 50 that she and her children may live under the protection 0 
4 legitimate husband/father figure. 

In the verse quoted above, Allah $ means that a woman is no} 
an inferior being such that, at her birth, one is to become sad anc 
grieve. These days, some people even pay large sums of money t 
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know if the unborn fetus is a male or female, and the news of a male 
child often brings great joy. After leaming of the gender, many 
unwillingly agree to give birth to females, and many even resort to 
abortion. If Muslims are saddened at the news of a baby girl, this is 
not because of Islam, it is because of their ignorance of Islam. 
According to a Prophet's hadith, daughters are a mercy from 
Allah 4% (Abu Dawud). In another hadith, it is said that when a father 
gets ewo of his daughters married successfully, Heaven is guaranteed 
for him (Musi). The Prophet 8 further stared that the best charity is 
to care for the daughter who was returned to you (divorced/widowed) 
and has no means of earning a living (Mishka). On the other hand, 
there will be severe punishment for those who bury their daughters 
alive, A similar consequence will be for those who consider a female 
child a burden, are disgraced by them,-and fail to treat them as equal 
to their male children, Allah 3§ reveals the horror of Judgment Day: 


And when the oceans are provoked, * when the souls are 
reunited, * when the girl buried alive is asked * for what sin was 
she murdered, * when the registers of deeds are laid open, * when 
the sky is stripped of its skin, © and when Hell is set ablaze * and 
Heaven is brought near, * then everyone will come to know what it 
has sent forth, * (Qur'an 816-14] 


This is a serious matter, Islam concretely establishes that women. 
are not inferior to men, Furthermore, the verse quoted below clearly 
shows the true status of women in the role of a wife, Allah 44 states: 

..they (women) are your garment, and you (men) are their 

garment... * {Quéan 2187] 

Much can be written to explain this simple statement regarding 
the relationship of men and women. The example of met and 
women being garments for each other says a lor about morality, trust, 
and security. Garments are worn to adorm and enhance a person's 
personality. They beautify one’s appearance and looks. They hide 
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deficiencies and deformities of the physical body. When worn properly, 
they cover the necessary and private parts of the body modestly. They 
reflect one’s personality, state of mind, inner thoughts, sense, norms, 
and occasions, They send off expressions of whatever is meant by them, 
‘They protect from the elements and bring respect, dignity, etc, 

Now suppose that a woman is inferior to a man, In such a case, 
how can she become his garment, and similarly how can a man 
become a garment to someone inferior to him? It is only when both 
are equal that they can become garments to each other and provide all 
the benefits mentioned above, This small portion of a verse of the 
holy Que'an explains ic all. 


EQUALITY IN REWARD 


+7) T WOULD CLEARLY BE UNFAIR if two people who were assigned 
the same task were rewarded differently. This inequaliry cannot 
be the case when Allah $& is the One ro assign the task and to desig- 
nate the reward for it. Even though it is easier for women to earn 
rewards, they are rewarded equally to men. Allah 4 states: 

And whoever performs righteous deeds, whether man or woman, 
provided that he/she is a believer, they will enter Heaven, and they 
shall not be wronged even a bit. * (Quran #124) 

For men is the portion of what they cared and for women is the 
portion of whar they earned, And beg Allah for His bounties, Un- 
doubtedly, Allah is the knower of everything that exists, © [Quran 4:32] 

Allah 3% further states: 

1 do not discard the work of any laborer from among you, 
man or woman; all are from cach other. Thus, whoever migrated 
and were exiled from their homes and were persecuted in My way, 
and they fought and were martyred, 1 shall certainly erase their sins 
from them and shall certainly admit chem into the Heavens, 
hencath which are flowing streams. (This is) a reward from Allah, 
and with Allah alone is the excellence of reward, * {Quran 3:195| 
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Undoubtedly, men and women who give charity and those who 
give a loan to Allah, it will be doubled for them, and for them is a 
dignified reward.  [Quéan 57-18) 


Without a doubr, Muslim men and Muslim women and faith: 
ful men and faithful women and devout men and devout women 
and truthful men and truthful women and obedient men and 
obedient women and fearful men and fearful women and charitable 
men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fase 
and men who guard their private parts and women who guard 
them and men who greatly remember Allah and women who 

remember (Him); Allah has prepared for them forgiveness and a 

grand reward. © (Qur'an 38:95) 

If women were inferior to men, the rewards for their deeds would 
be lower than the rewards for men doing the sume deeds, However, 
this is nor the case. The way Allah $€ equally addresses men and 
women and promises to reward them equally clearly shows that they 
are nor inferior, 


EQUALITY IN INHERITANCE 
HE ALL-KNOWER AND ALL-Wisk ALLAH 9 knew thar the 
distribution of wealth and property would become a big issuc, 
so He clearly outlined its equitable distribution, according to both 
men and women’s needs and share of responsibilities. Thus, Allah 4 
stares in the holy Qur'an regarding inheritance: 
For men there is a share in whar their parents and relatives 
leave behind, and for women there is a share inn what their parents 

and relatives leave behind. Whether more or less, it is a portion 

designated. * (4:7) 

Prior to Islam, women had no share in inheritance; in fact, in many 
cases, she herself was part of the property to be inherited, Islam gave 
her a status in society and elevated her being a number of times over 
Regarding inheritance, some argue that since her share is less than 
that of a man, i.e., typically half that of a male standing in the same 
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degree of relationship to the deceased, this makes her inferior. Thi 
holy Prophet did not set the percentages: it was the Lord Himself 
the All-Knower and All-Wise, Who knows the wisdom behind Hi 
allocation of inheritance. 

Scholars of Islam understood thar since men have mor 
responsibilities and duties to fulfill, they need a greater share of the 
wealth, whereas women have little to no financial responsibilities, anc 
so less will suffice for them. For example, in Islam, the man has al 
the financial responsibilities of maintaining a family, any unmarrie¢ 
women that are his next of kin, including the woman who may bi 
inheriting alongside of him, etc. In contrast, the woman is free of al 
such responsibilities; her money and inheritance are strictly hers, anc 
she is under no compulsion or pressure to use her financial resource 
to support the family. Thus, while the man’s inheritance is really ar 
inheritance by his family, the woman's inheritance is strictly her ow 
Seen from this perspective, it might even be argued that the wom 
strictly personal inheritance is actually larger than that of the man’s, 


PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND THEIR DIGNITY 

T IS IMPORTANT TO HAVE IN PLACE protective measures fo 
) women to safeguard their dignity and chastity, especially if the 
have no one else to stand up for them. Allah 3¢ clearly outlines sever 


punishments for those who mistreat women and behave unfairly with 
them, Allah $& reveals in the holy Quran: 
Undoubtedly, these who defame chaste, innocent women are 
curved here and in the Hereafter, and for them is a mighty torment 
‘on the Day when their tongues, their hands, and their feee will 
testify against them for what they used ro do. * (2428.24) 
Anu those who inflict pain on faithful men and faithful women 
for ne reason; then certainly, they took upon themselves the burden 
cof slandering and of manifest sin. # [83-58] 
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Historically, divorced/widowed women were considered disgraced 
beings in their communities, and many times ex-husbands and other 
relatives prevented or hindered them from remarrying. Islam removed 
such obstacles by permitting women to remarry and by commanding 
others to let them do so. In this way, women are able to maintain their 
honor and dignity, Allah $% states in the holy Qur'an: 

And when you have divorced women, and when they have 
completed the prescribed waiting period, then do not prevent them 
from remarrying a husband of their choosing, when they have 
mutually agreed to this, legally, :. * (2282) 

And those among you who die and leave behind wives, then 
they must wait four months and ten days (before they remarry). 
‘And upon completion of their prescribed waiting period, there is 
no blame on you for what they have decided for themselves, as per 
the law. And Allah is fully aware of whag you do. * |2.234) 

‘And there is 0 blame on you, in that you discreetly convey to 
such women a message for engagement or if you have concealed the 
wish to marry in your heart (so to tell them later)... © (2:235} 

Women have the right to seek separation from their husbands and 
can initiate divorce if and when they can no longer live with their 
husband. Ac times of divorce, some husbands try to take back whatever 
they have given to their wives and may bring forth different kinds of 
hardships. In this regard, Allah 4% states: 

© you who have brought faith! It is not permitted for you to 
become inheritors of women forcefully, and do not stop them with 
the intent to take something from the dowry that you had given 
them, except upon their manifest fornication. .. © [Quan 4:19] 


‘WOMEN’S DIFFERENT ROLES IN LIFE 
OMEN, REGARDLESS OF THEIR RELIGIOUS or other affilladons, 
have four major roles to play in life: mothers, wives, sisters, 
and daughters, Women, as mothers, are respected throughout the 
world, and every society attaches a near holy status to her. Islam grants 
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